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— Non-disintegration of the Union;

— Non-disintegration of national

-+

- solidarity; |
— Perpetuation of sovereignty.
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Four political objectives
Stability of the State, community peace and tranquil-

lity, prevalence of law and order

National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring State Constitution

Building of a new modern developed nation in accord
with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-round

deve-lopment of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic sys-
‘tem '
Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be
kept in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity and preserva-

tion and safeguarding of cultural heritage and national
character '

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education standards of the
entire nation
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People’s Desire
Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as
stooges, holding negative views

Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the

State and progress of the nation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs
of the State

- Crush all internal and external destructive elements
as the common enemy
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Foreward
The 550 Jatakas are known to have been given by Gautama Bud-

dha as stories that carried object lessons to be taken by one and all.
Actually there are 547 but it was taken in round figure as 550. They
include the ten major ones of the cmbryo-Buddha’s life as Taymiya,
Mahazekka, Thuwunna Thama, Naymi, Mahothada, Buridat, Sanda
Kumara, Narada, Widhura, and Wethantaya.

The stories were told in many verse forms in Pali with so many
gahtas. They were translated in Maghada in Sasana Sakarit 930 by
Ashin Buddhagosa in Anuradha, Sri Lanka. A while later they got to
Thaton in Pali and they eventually arrived in Sasana Sakariat of over
1600 as brought from Thaton by King Anawrahta to spread all over the
country.

Since then the jatakas have been translated into prose by many
sayadaws and scholars. The prose we read today is a rendition by
Nyaunggan Sayadaw, Kawaindabi Wumsa Thiri Thaddhama Daza,
Maha Dhamma Razadi Yaza Guru, of Mingala Bonkyaw Monastery,
under King Bodawpaya. -

Of those jatakas Taymiya, Maha Zanekka, Naymi, Mahothada
Sanda Kumara, Narada, Widhura and Wethandaya were rendered into
Myanmar by Shin Awbartha, Minbu, Buridat was translated into
Myanmar by Shin Nanda Meda of West Letha Monastery; Thuwunna
Thama was translated into Myanmar by Ashin U Pyinnya Teikkha, a
disciple of Yangon Sayadaw of Yangon Monastery, Minbu.

With the advent of the Junior Leader, I was asked to give sum-

maries of the jatakas. Nine of them were translated into English by U
Soe Myint and Mahothada was translated into English by U Kyaw Min
(Min Kyaw Min), adviser to the Minister for Information. When all the
ten were published, it was put in book form in September 2001.
' On completion of the ten jatakas, I was asked to do summaries
of the rest of 550 jatakas. I have done the best I could relying on the
work by Nyaunggan Sayadaw and extracts by U Po Kya. It has now
been done for 51 of the remaining jatakas. It was translated into Enghsh
by U Soe Myint. It is still going on weekly.

With this book I present my respects to the Three Gems, my
parents and all my mentors, and all those whom thanks are due.

Myat Min Hlaing
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Appanaka Jataka

(The wise and foolish merchant leaders)

This is the story of the wise and the foolish of two cart-laden merchant

leaders, as retold by Buddha while at Zetawun Monastery in Thawutti. It was
to show how people perished because of faith not in keeping with the Three
Gems. It was in allusion to 500 disciples of Titthis who were brought before
Buddha by friend Anahtaphinda the rich man and became Buddha's disciples
but then relapsed while Buddha was away in Yezagyo.

It happened in the reign of Byamadat in the land of Bayanathl in the
Taing of Kathi. The embryo-Buddha was a wise leader of cart-laden merchants,
doing trade with 500 merchants under him. There was also a foolish leader of
cart-laden merchants. While the wise one was preparing to go to other lands
to trade, so also was the foolish one.

The embryo-Buddha knew the way was narrow; there might be difficulty
about fuel and water on the way, and there might also be hardship about grass
for oxen; one should go ahead of the other, so he told it to the other mer-
chant leader.

The foolish leader thought he could gain advantage if they went first;
they would get early grass for oxen; the men would get early vegetables; they

would also get clear water, and would be able to sell the goods at prices fixed
at will.

So he said they would travel first. The embryo-Buddha liked to follow
later. The early travellers would pave the way; oxen would eat coarse grass
and leave new ones to sprout for the others; people would get fresh vegeta-
bles after others had earlier coarse ones; if there was no water, those that
went first would get them; and as for prices they would have the precedent
of the forerunners. So he agreed to let the others go first.

The foolish one’s party went out first. When they passed outside civili-
sation, they got to a desert. It had no water but was full of sand and there
were man-eating ogres there. The merchants had ample rations of water. The
ogres thought of catching and eating them when they had no water. So the.

ogres created a cart and made themselves appear drenched in water and
eating stems and stalks of iotuses in joy.
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When seen by the merchants, they said there were many lakes full of
lotuses and there was no need to carry so heavy a load as water. The fool-
ish merchants believed them and broke the water pots on the carts. With no
water they could not cook rice and both men and animals became weak. It

was then that the ogres easily caught and devoured them, leaving only the
bones and the merchandise on the carts.
A month and a half later, the wise leader of merchants set

out. When they got to the desert, he had all fill up the pots with
water and forbid all not to take water or food without his consent.
In the middle of the desert, the ogres tried to trick them as they
did the others. ' '

The wise leader said they were unafraid, they had red eyes,
they cast no shadow and so they must be ogres, and they had
probably tricked and devoured the earlier ones. He told the ogres
that the merchants had the practice not to abandon water unless
they saw it then and there. So the ogres left.

The young merchants seemed to believe the ogres. As they
saw them with white and red kumudra lotus flowers, and all
their bodies wet with water, they thought it was possible it rained
all the time of the year. The embryo-Buddha asked them if they
had ever heard of lakes on this desert, or rainclouds or thunder
in these parts, to which they replied negatively.

He said that in fact it was a lie to say there was water in
these parts and they were indeed ogres and were lying to get at
them, as they had devoured those who went first; they must have
eaten them and soon they would see the carts with merchandise
in them. |

As they proceeded onwards, they soon saw the disarray of
broken-down ox-carts of the merchants, bones of oxen and men,
and ox-carts full of merchandise. That night they deployed the
men systematically and the leader himself stood guard with
thanlyet in hand in all three phases of the night.

When morning came, they fed the oxen and had sturdy
carts drawn along, with valuable merchandise along. They got to

their destination, sold their wares at twice the prices and came
back to Baranathi. 1



That was how they came to perish because of an uncer-
tainty, and how the others escaped the wrath of the ogres becausd

of a certainty.
The 500 merchants of Titthis, at the end of the sermon of

Buddha on the basis of the Four Noble Truths, attained the
Sotapatti grade of wisdom.
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Wunnapahta Jataka
(One not lazy enjoys peacc at heart)

While on sojourn at Zetawun Monastery of Thawuthti,
Buddha had a young man ordained into monkhood. Five
years after, he took to the jungles and spent a three-month
Lent in meditation but he could not gain insight and so gave
it up and returned to Buddha. Thereupon Buddha gave a
sermon of how one must never let up diligence and how this
man managed to save five hundred ox-carts in the desert by
keeping up diligence. '

Long ago, in Bayanathi of the land of Kathi, King
Byamadat reigned while the embryo-Buddha was leader of
the ox-cart men. When he came of age, he went with 500
ox-cart men to trade. Eventually they came to the desert of
99 yozanas. It was very hot as the coal fires. None could go
over it on foot. So men had to travel only in the night time,
carrying ample supplies of firewood, water, oil and rice, while
resting with the ox-carts in circles. |

Even then, the embyo-Buddha and his men lost their
way. It had taken all their provisions and even the oxen
were nearly lost.

The ox-cart leader knew all would be lost if he let up
in perseverance. He went on with his search for water, and
found a crop of grass. He was convinced .there must be
water underneath, so he asked the men to dig a well
there. They dug up to 60 cubits but found only a stone
slab there. |




The cart men lost heart. The embryo-Buddha listened
close to the stone slab and heard water flow. So he asked
his young servant to break the stone slab. The young man
listened to his master and dug with perseverance, and fi-
nally a spurt of water the size of a palm rushed upwards
to the well-being of all.

In a desert far from source of water, those diligent
found water under the surface. The Buddha said this
sermon and then showed the Four Noble Truths. At the
end, the one who was a young servant and now a monk
with low diligence came to a higher level of conscious-
ness.
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Theriwa Wani Jataka

(The glass ball trader that has to let go of
the gold cup because of his trickery)

While on sojourn at Zetawun Monastery in Thawutti, Buddha had
occasion to see tenacity lax in a monk and said it could be like a glass
ball.trader having to let go of the gold cup worth about a lakh for laxity
In tenacity. In answer to a query by the monks, Buddha preached this
sermon.

Long ago, in five worlds prior to this one, embryo-Buddha was a
glass ball trader in Theniwa Taing. He was travelling together with another
greedy glass ball trader named Theriwa when they crossed Nilawaha River
and reached Anhtapura. They parted ways there to vend their wares. The
greedy one went first.

In that town, there was a rich person who got bankrupt. Only the
old woman and a young child remained there eking out a living. Inciden-
tally there was a gold cup that was left of the rich man amid the other
pots. The gold cup was covered with filth from disuse. The two did not
even know 1t was a gold cup.

. Greedy glass ball trader Theriwa got 1o the house and shouted out
his wares. The young child asked the grandmether to buy her some. The
old woman said she had no money but would try to buy some with that
cup. He asked for the vendor to give her a set of glass balls in exchange
for the cup. The trader made a notch and found it was gold but he became
greedy and schemed to get n for fres He threw the cup onto the ground
saying 1t was worthless.

Then the Embryo-Buddha glass ball trader came and the old woman
asked him to give them a set of glass balls for the cup. The trader tested it and
knew that the cup was worth 100,000 and he had no glass balls to give for
such large sum. The old woman said the first trader came and said it was worth
not even half a coin but the embryo-Buddha said it was indeed gold. So she
would give the cup to hun, only on receipt of a set of glass balls.
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The Embryo-Buddha gave them his wares to the value of five hun-
dred. Then he asked for the scales, the bag and eight coins. At the river
crossing he paid the eight coins and crossed 1t by ferry.

The greedy trader came round once again to the house and said
he could give some glass balls for the cup. The old woman railed against
him, saying he did not even price half a coin for the gold cup that was
worth 100,000 but the honest trader had taken it away giving them a
thousand worth of glass balls. The trader was grief-stricken at the loss
of the gold cup worth 100,000. He left his money, wares and clothes at
the gate and went after the other.

When he got to the river bank, the Embryo-Buddha was already in
the middle of the nver. He asked the ferry to come back but the Embryo-
Buddha trader asked him not to do so. Seeing the ferry go on, the greedy
trader was stricken by buming pain of greed and vomited blood and fell

down dead.
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Sula Thehti Jataka

(A dead rat as investment)

While Buddha was on sojourn at Physician Ziwaka's
Ambawun (Mango Garden) Monastery, there was a very slow
monk named Sulapan. He studied a verse for four months
but could not get it by rote. So Mahapan drove him out of
the monastery. Sulapan went before Buddha and asked for
permission to quit the order. Buddha, knowing all, asked
Sulapan to practise Vipassana. He did and became an
arahant, with insight into the Three Gems.

Monks saw it and criticised Sulapan as having learnt
the Pitakas because of Buddha. Buddha said Sulapan had
won for himself not just now but even before this existence.
The monks begged Buddha to speak of it and so Buddha
told the Sula Thehti Jataka. .

Long ago, in the reign of Byamadat in Baranathi, Kathi
Taing, embryo-Buddha was a rich man by the name of Sula
Thehti. He was wise. He was clever. He knew all the signs.

One day, on way to the king for service, he spotted a dead
rat. He reckoned by the stars and said it could serve as an

investment for someéone, to make some personal gain.

It was heard by a poor man with good thinking. He
took the dead rat and sold it for cat meat in the market at
a chin ywe. With that he bought molasses. He got a pot and
water. He gave the country girl flowers sellers some molass
and a cup of water. The sellers gave him a bunch of flowers
apiece.
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He sold the flowers and bought some more molasses
and this time he went to the park and did as before. The
flower sellers gave him more flowers. In this way he soon

earned eight pieces. ,
Again on a windy day, dry stems and leaves fell down.

The poor man told the gardener he would clear them off if
he would be given these dry stems and leaves. Having got
permission, he carried the dry stems and leaves with the
help of the boys playing near. It chanced to coincide with
the king's pot maker. He bought the firewood from the poor

man at 16 pieces and five hundred pots as well.
After he got 24 pieces, he filled the pot at the

town gate with water and fed it to the 500 grass

cutters. When they proposed to thank him, he asked
them to wait when he was in need.

As he went about, he got chances to make
friends with brokers of overland and oversea routes.
One day he learnt from the overland brokers that
a horse trader would come there with 500 horses.
So he asked a sheaf of grass from ea‘ch of the 500
grass cutters. When the horse trader came and had
difficulty getting fodder for the horses he had to
buy sheaves of grass from him at a thousand
pieces.

About three days later, he learnt from brokers of
oversea routes there would arrive a big boat of goods.

The poor man hired coach and attendants for eight
pieces. He rode on the coach and went to the boat
ferry. He gave the trader a promissory ring and said
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he had bought all the goods they had. Other 100 trad-
ers in town also heard of the boat and went down to
the ferry to buy the goods. When they heard of it,
they went after the poor man and bought the goods
they wanted at twice or thrice the prices. In this way
he got 2 lakhs.

Thereafter, he went to Sula Thehti rich man and
donated one lakh to him in gratitude. The rich man
was most happy. He had his daughter married to him
and gave him all the riches. When the rich man died,
he became one in his place. Thus Sulapan became a
rich man on account of the embryo-Buddha.
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Tandula Nali Jataka

~ (The greedy king and the assessor)

“While at Zetawun Monastery, Buddha had occasion

to.have monk Dabba ,as one to direct the lot for alms.
Some senior monks got good alms and also poor ones .at
times. This was resented by one monk named Laludayi
who toek over the the work of directing the lot for alms.

‘He was not skilled at it and made many mistakes,
with the result that alms themselves went down. The
monks saw it and banished Laludayi from the duty of
directing the lot for alms. -

The hue and cry was heard by Buddha. He asked
monk Ananda who reported what happened. Buddha then
said Laludayi had also done something in the past to
reduce alms for others because of his mistakes. Ananda
asked the Buddha to relate it and so he related the
Tandula Nali Jataka.

- Long ago, at Baranathi under the reign of King
Byamadat, the Embryo-Buddha was an assessor who
correctly assessed the values of elephants, horses, jewel-
lery, gold and silver.’ That king was greedy and he be-

came anxious that he might get poor because of his as-
sessment, and so he replaced the assessor with a new
one. The new foolish one assessed elephants and horses
at low rates. At that time a trader from Uttarapahta came
with five hundred horses. When they were assessed as
due, the foolish one assessed their value as a mere unit
of rice.

Unable to take it, the trader took hlS case to the em-
bryo-Buddha assessor. The latter asked the trader to go to
the official assessor with bribes. He did so and later took
him to the king to make his assessment. The embryo-Bud-
dha assessor and ministers were also present there.

23




There the trader said he accepted the valuation of
the assessor but asked the king to have the assessor
valuate the term “a mere unit of rice”. Thereupon the
foolish assessor said it was about the whole value of the
entire Baranathi, inclusive of 12 yuzanas.inside and 300
outside.

Hearing that, the ministers laughed, ridiculing the
assessor that they had never before heard of the valua-
tion of the king and the land until then, thanks to the
“wise” assessor. The king was much shamed. He made
amends and reappointed the embryo-Buddha as assessor.

The foolish one was later to become monk Laludayi.
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