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Remarks on U Cakapala’s Geography of Buddhist India.

A superficial reading of this book seems to suggest that the
Sayadaw approached the subject with the enthusiam of a Buddhist
pilgrim only; but on closer study I find that the Author took the
utmost pain to describe and identify various places of historical and
religous interest in India, availing himself for this purpose, of records
written in Pali, Sanskrit, Sinjalese, Hindi and Bengali. All places
connected with the missionary activity of the Buddha and the spread
of His religion will be found here. This work ought to prove of
great interest to Burmese Buddhist as is the only one of this char-
acter placed before them.

To make his work as reliable as possible, the Sayadaw consulted
various works and maps relevant to the subject 1n the language above
mentioned as well as in Burmeses and Knglish; the comprehensive

list given of them at the beginning of the book contains (378) books
and (36) maps.

The Author kegins by describing the Majjhimadesa’s boundary
and its territorial limits. The various places forming its boundary
and given in their old names with their modern equivalents, and
their situation or site is also described. In dealing with the Majjhim-
adesa’s boundary, the learned Sayadaw bases himself on.the Vinaya
version first and then on the Sanskrit and modern sources.

The author then goes on to give a list of 22 kingdoms as enu-
merated in the Abhidhana, in a tabulated form, menfioning the ancient
capitals with their modern equivalents and pointing out their present
day situations. The list is followed by a detailed relation of the
activities of the Buddha in those kingdoms, a paragraph being devoted to
each. Thus in his description of the Sakian Kingdom and 1ts capital Kapila-
vastu, the Sayadaw puts it that the kingdom is the birth-place of the
Gautama Buddha and that it is one of the Sam Vejaniya Thanas and
gives two versions of the horoscope of the Buddha. The Samyutta
Nikaya and Fa Hein are cited as authorities when the sites of the
Veluvanna monastery and of the Jivaka's mango grove are-discussed
in his paragraph on Magadabh.
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The above list of 22 kingdoms is followed by a list of 20 cities
as laid down in the Abhidhana. No comment of any kind however 1s
made on any of them as the Sayadaw did not deem 1t necessary,
since he had incidentally dealt - with them in the course of his dis-
cussion in detail of the 22 kingdoms above.

Then comes a tabulated list of five countries which though in-
cluded in the sixteen kingdoms Solasa Mahajanapada are omitted 1n

the Abhidnana.

Seven Mon places, where the missionary of Asoka were sent
after the 3rd Buddhist Council, do not happen to have come under
the category of the 22 kingdoms above nor under the heading of Solasa
Mahajanapada. These are given therefore in a separate list in a same
tabulated form, and following the list are the details of cach of the
several places quoting “chapter and verse” from the various Buddhist
texts—jataka commentary, Vinaya commentaries—in which the names
of these places occur. This portion of the work 1s of great interest.

Another list of nine places which are not included 1n any of
the aforesaid lists is also given, followed as before by detailed accounts
of each place, with reference to maps and particulars, lattitues and
longitudes, as in the cases of Liala Surattha.

Mention is often made in the Pitakas, especially in the Sutta
and Vinaya, of places where Buddha spent in the rainy season. kKight
places out of these are not to be found in the preceding lists. They
are therefore dealt with separately.

There are again those places whose people claim as of each
right, the holy relics which were distributed by the brah-man
Dona. Six of them, not having been listed and described previously,
form a separate item and are dealt with in detail.

Towards the end of the book enumnerations are given of the four
Sam Vejaniya thanas as contained in the Mahaparinibbana Sutta and
Anguttara Nikaya, of the four Avijahtathana as may be seen in the
Buddhavamsa and 1ts commentaries etc; of the sixteen kingdoms
(Solasa Mahajanapada) as mentioned in the Anguttara Nikaya; of the
six cities meant for the residence of plous people as laid down in the
Mahaparinibbana Sutta; of the nine places where learned monks were
sent out in the time ol King Asoka on missionary propaganda, as laid
down in the Vinaya texts and 1n the Mahavamsa; of the fourteen places
where Buddha spent in the rainy season as told in the Anguttara and
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its commentaries ete; of the seven places where the rules of the Vinaya
were prescribed by the Buddha from time to time, as may be read in
the Vinaya texts; of the two places where the tooth relics of the
Buddha would be honoured as foretold by himself in the Mahapari-

nibbana Sutta, and lastly of the ten places which have a share of cach
of the Buddha’s holy relics.

The book closes with the author giving the relative geographi-
cal positions of prominent places in India sacred to the Buddhists
in relation to well known places in Burma, so that the Burmese-read-
ing Buddhist public may have a sense of direction 1n the matter of
the regional geogrophy of Buddhist India at the time Buddhism flourish-
ed from the Gth century B. C. to the 8th century A.D.

This book 1s the outcome of the great religious enthusiasm as
might but be expected from s dignitary of the Buddhist Church but
it also evidences a great amount of scholarship and extensive reading.
His explanations are simple, clear and to the point, which is essential
in the work of this character. This book should prove invaluable to
such Burmese Buddhists who desire to have a clearer 1dea of Budd-
hist geography than they have at present; in this connection, the map
accompanylng the book will be indispensable.

Chas. Duroiselle.

Supcrintendent, Archacological Survey

Burma.
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