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THE SONGS OF BLESSING.

One night a spirit came to the BLESSED ONE
and addressed him thus in verse :-

Many devas and men have pondered on blessings

Longing for goodly things. O tell me Thou the
oreatest blessing.

THE LORD REPLIED :-

(1) = Not to follow afterfools,
But to follow after the wise;
The worship ot the worshipful,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

(2) — To dwell in a pleasant spot.
To have done good deeds in former
births.
To have set oneself in the right path,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

(3) = Much learning and much science,
And a discipline well learned,
Yea and a pleasant utterance,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

(4) - To support of mother and father,
The cherishing of child and wife,
To follow a peaceful livelihood,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

(5) - Giving alms, the righteuos life,
To cherish kith and kin,
And to do deeds that bring no blame,
This is the greatest blessing.

(6) = To cease and to abstain from sin,
To shun intoxicants;
And steadfastness and righteousness,
This is the greatest blessing.
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(7) - Reverence, humility,
Content and gratitude,
To hear the Law at proper times,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

(8) - Patience, the soft answer,
The sight of those controlled,
And pointstalk mn season due,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

(9) - Restraint, the holy life,
Discernment of the Noble Truth,
Of one’s ownself to know the Goal,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

(10) — A heart untoucled by worldly things,
A heart that 1s not aware:
By sorrow, a heart passionless, secure,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

Invincible on every side, they go who do these
things, On cvery side they go to bliss, theirs 1s the
oreatest blessing.

25. 10. §O. I'. I.. Woodward, O.U. DP.
Minbu. The World’s Classics.

THE SONG OF GREAT BLESSING.

Thus have I heard,

Once when the Dlessed one was at Jetavana in
Anathapmdika’s Park, there drew 1ear, as night came
on, a beautiful god, hghting up the whole place with
his presence. He greeted the Dlessed One and then,
standing on one side, addressed him in his verse:-

‘“ What many men and deities

Desiring  Bliss have sough to find-
Come, tell me Master, what i1t 1s

‘That brings most blessing to mankind.”



To whom the SAGE made answer:-

. “To quit the fools, to court the wise,
This 1s the th'hGSt Paradise.

To pay 1espect where 1t 158 due,
So shall true blessing wait on you.”

2. “Seek a fit place and there remain,
And strive self—knowledore to attain.
If in past lives you've stored up merit,
The fruit thereof you’ll now merit.”

3. “Let wisdom, skill and discipline
And gracious, kindly words be thine.”

4. “Tend parents, cherish wife and child,
Pursue a blameless life and mild.”

5. “Live thou devout, give ample alms,
Protect thy kin from hfe’s alarms.”

6. “Do good, shun ill, and ever shrink
From share of spmtuous drink.
So do thou preserve in good,
This 1s the true Beatitude.”

7. “Be humble, with thy lot' content,
Grateful and ever reverent.
Study the Law of Righteousness.
ThlS 1s the paid that leads to bliss.”

8. “Patlence, kind speech, as chance affords,
With holy men, religious words.”

9. ‘““The Noble Truth, austenty,
Nirvana here, and chastity,
This is ture happiness.”

1o. “To live from all attachment free,
From sorrow and mmpurity,
This 1s the ture security,
This is the highest DBliss,”
Minbu.
25-10- 50
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BUDDHIST BEATITUDES.

When yearning for cood, many devas and men
have held dl\ er's thmcrs to be blebme"

Do thou then mforms, O Master,
What 1s the greatest blessing’

I. Not to serve the foolish,
But to serve the wise,
To honour those worthy of honour;
This 1s the greatest blessing.

2.. "To dwell in a pleasant place,
To have done good deeds in a former birth,
To have a soul with right desires;
This 1s the greatest blessmg

3. Much msight and much education,
Selt-control and a well-trained mind,
Pleasant words that are well- spoken
This 1s the goreatest blessing.

4. To support father and mother,
To chensh wife and child,
To follow a peaceful ca]]mg
This 1s the greatest blessing.

5. To bestow alms and ]w rghteously,
To ¢give help to one’s kindred,
To do deeds which cannot be blamed,
This 1s the greatest Dblessing,

6. ‘To abhor and cease from S,
To abstain from strong dlml\,
Not 1o be weary In well doing,
This 1s the oreatest bl(,ssmg.

7- Reverence and lowliness,
Contentment and gratitude,

The hearing on the Law at due seasons,
This 1s the greatest blessing.



8. To be long-suffering and meek,
To associate with the tranqul,
Religious talk at due seasons,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

9. Selfrestraint and purity,
The knowledge of the Four-Great Truths,
The realization of Nirvana,
This 1s the greatest blessing.

10. Beneath the stroke of life’s changes,
The soul that stands unshaken,:
Passionless, unsorrowing, secure;
This 1s the greatest blessing.

Invincible on every side,

Is he who acteth thus,

On every side he walks in safety,
And this 1s the greatest blessing.

THURIYA KANTL
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