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Insight Meditation Sosiety
Pleasant Street
Barre, Massachusetts 010053,

617-335-4378
October 12, 1978,

Most Venerable Mahasi Sayadaw,
Thathana Yeiktha
16 Hermetage Road,

Rangoon, Burma.

Dear Venerable Sayadaw,

We have heard from Dr. Rewatadhema in England that
there is a possibility of your visiting E.rope & America
sometime next year. We would te most delighted and
honored to receive you have at the Insight Meditation
Society. There are many students who wovld greatly benefit
by your visit,
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You may wish to come with a part of five Sayadaws in
ofder to provide the apPortunity for ordination of students
in America, In additions we hope that you could be
accompanied by a skilled “translator such as Myanaung
U Tin.

Do you foresee the possibility of such a visit in the
near future? If so, in order to fac:ilitate the arrangements
and scheduling, it would be important & helpful if we
could know your plans ;& likely dates as soon as possible,

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

With the deepest respects,
Sd /- Sd/—

Joseph Goldstein. Jack Kornfield
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15th Nov, 1978
Dear Jos:ph,

I am glad to inform you that I will be coming with
the Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw. 1 will be coming as monk.
The party will comprisc of 4 monks and one lay attendant.

If everything goes well -~ we will leave Rangoon about
1st week of april for London: There Ven. Rewata Bhama will
take us around Europe (including England) and tentatively
it will be about 40 days. From there we, including Ven.
Rewata Dhamma, will come to you, We are to be back
in Rangoon by 1 st week of July i.e. before the Rains.
We intend to leave U.S., latest by the end of June and

come back to Rangoon via Japan.

Please convey my warm regards to Jack and to those

who came to Rangoon with you.

With metta,

Yours in Dhamma,

sd /—

(U Aung Gine)
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Rangoon,

- PDated the 17”1 NOvV. 78
Dear Joseph,

In continuation of my lettter dated the 13rd Nov.,, T am
sending you further information regarding the Vernerable
Mahasi Sayadaw’s proposad visit to the States and certain
parts of Europe.

In order to expedite this visit, the following requirements
have to be fulfilled so that travel documents can be obtained
from the authorities —

(a) If you haven’t sent it yet, a formal iavitation should
be sent to the Venerable Mahast Sayadaw somewhat
on the lines of your letter dated the 12th October,
1978.

(b) A letter addresscd to the Minister of Home and
Religious Affairs of the Socialist republic of the
Burma and another addressed to the Ambassador,
Embassy of the Socialist Republic of the Union of
Union of Burma in Washington, need to be forwarded
for the purpose of soliciting their help to facilitate

in the matter of the proposed visit of the Sayadaw:

1n the letters an assurance has to be made that the sponsers/

doners (preferrably a Socicty or Organisation or a group of
allied organisations) Will providc the necessary Air Tickets
for the Sayadaw and his group to trivel from Burma to the
United States of America and back, and that lodging and other

incidental expensés in the States will also be bornc by the
sporsers,
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Not intending to be presumptuous, I am cnclosing adraft

of a letter addressed to the Minister of Home and Religious

Affairs, Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma and the
Ambassador, Socialist Republic of the Union of Burma in
Washington, to be used by you as a guideline for whatever it is

worth, Please send to the Venerabie Mahasi Sayadawa copy

of your letter sent to the Ministry:

The funding for the expenses regarding the sojourn in

London and Burope is being arranged by separately Venerable

Dr: Rewatadhamma and other sponsers/doners from that end.

As is usual in all countries, issuance of travel documents

take some time and in order to alleviate difficulties, prepara-

tions for the application of passports should be made in

advance so that they will be issued in time for the tentative

date of journey in April 1970,

If you have any advice, suggestion or questions regarding

this project, please feel free to contact me immediately,

Your sincerely,
Sd/- Aung Gine

G
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Insight Meditation Society
Pleasant Street

Barre, Mass. 01005 Phone 617-355-4378

November 27, 1978,
Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw
Thathana Yeiktha

16, Hermitage Road

Rargoon, Burma.
Dear Ven, Sir,

We are most greatful and dclighted to learn that you
a party of Sayadaws will be able to visit the USA and
Europe in 1979. This is an auspicious and wonderful event

for those of us studying Buddha-dhamma ia the West.

We would like to hereby formally invite you, a party
of two or three othcr Sayadaws anda lay supporter to the
Insight Meditation Society in Barre, Massachusettes with
stops at other Buddhist Centres in America and Europe.
We hope that you are able to be accompanied by sayadaws
such as the Ven, U Zwana, Ven. U Janaka, or others
who speak English and can help teach the many students

who are looking forward to your visit.

We have planned the following itinenary with Dr. Rewata
Dhamma who will meet you upon your arrival in Californit

and travel with you throughout America and Europe,
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Your party would be Ilcaving Burma about the 5th of
Aprii 1o arrive in Los Angclks, Cualiftrnia the 8th or
gth of April. We arc conducting a {two wceek meditation
course in Califcrnia for about 120 students at a very
beautiful fucility in tle high descrt country a few hours
from Los Amngcles. We arc hoping you spend onc week
(April 10-17 at the retreat giving guidance and instruction.
Th s will be a great inspiration to our California students
who might otherwis¢c nct have the opportunity to mect

with you.

From Los Angeles, your party will possibly to Washington
D. C. perhaps with & few days in San Fruncisco and
be reccived at the Washington Buddhist vihara. The most
Ven., Taungpulu Sayadaw also visited there and was able

to meet inany of thc Burmese Community;,

On April 25th you can fly to Boston and be received
by the Insight Meditation Society. The centre is about
one and a half hours drive from Boston. There will
be somcdays to rest, tour the area and receive visitors,
particularly the Burmese lay pcopel from New York City.
On May 2nd we are planning a twoweck meditation retreat
at the centre, also for about 110 peoples, who would
greatly benefit from ycur teachiglg, On May 17th your
party will leave for England with Dr. Rewata Dhamma,

who will a arrange the details of your stay in Furope.

This itinerary is most suitabtle for the schedule of

courses being taught in America and to allow for the
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length of time Dr. Rewata Dhamma would like to have you
in Europe. We will arrange for the appropriate round—the-
world air tickets including stopovers at the various places
indicated. We re hoping that this plan i1s agreeable to
you. If so, please let us know so that we can begin to
make the necessary travel arrangements. We are also
enclosing a second formal letter of invitation and a
financial guarantee lelter to assist in the process of obtain—

ing travel permission and visas.

We will be most happy to be or any further assistance

be required.

with the despest, repect,
Yours in the dhamma,

Sd/— Joseph Goldstein,

Meditation teacher,

Sd/- Jack Kornfield

Meditation teaches

Sd/- Guy Armstrong

Managing director.
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INSIGHT MEDITATION SOCTETY
PLEASANT STREET
BARRE, MASSACHUSETTES 01005

617-355-4378

Nov, 29, 1978

Last minute addition:

Dear Ven, Mahasi Sayadaw,

we have just received a letter {rom U Aung Gine and
have sent the requexted letters to you and to the Burmese
Embassy here.-and the Minister in Rangoon. We hope that
what We have enclosed will be suitable for arranging your
travels.  As soon as wc hear back form you confirming
the enclosed itinenary, we will purchase rvound the world

tickets for you and your party.

In order to purchase tickets, we must have the names or
all who will accompany you. In speaking with Dr. Rewata
Dhamma, We understand that he has no plans for bhikkhus
ordinations in Europe. Similarly, since you will only be in
the USA for some weeks, it seems most suitable for you to
offer the vipassana Meditation teachings to the many students
who are here without ordinations during this visit. In this
cas¢, you could be accompanied by two or thrce Sayadaws

who can also help teach meditation, and a liy attendant.

We have just spoken to Dr. Rewata Dhamma again
to-day and he confirmed that the enclosed itinenary starting

in California on April 8th is also most suitable for your

0020 G-0-0-20-8
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Iluropeon visit: In this way, you will be in California,

Massachusettes, and England at the warmest times.

Again we are all most honoured that you will be

eaching i the USA at last.

Most respectfully,
Sd/- Joseph Goldstein
Jack Kornfield
Guy Armstrong.
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17 th Feb. ’79

Upasika Dharma Padma
Boeddhayana Centrum

Gravenhage.

1 received your letter of 15th ultimo on 16th of this
month; only, as I was away from Rangoon touring the district

with Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw.

I showed your letter to Ven, Mahasi Sayadaw and he

is very glad to learn that the Nederlandse Buddha Dharma
Stricting is able to open a new centie of Buddhist Medita-

tion and study.

Your invitation is being accepted by Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw
with oreat pleasure and he said that he is willing to give you
the necessary assistance and encouragement for the sucessful
operation of your centre. He instructed me to write to Ven.

Dr. U Rewata Dhamma to make necessary arrangement 1n

consultation with you,
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Please inform Ven. Dharmawiranata that Ven. Mahasi
Sayadaw wishes him success in his translation of the Practical

Insight Meditation and the Progress of Insight.

Yours in Dhamma,
Sd/- Agga Dhamma

for Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw
Copy to

Ven, Dr. U Rewata Dhamma
¥ %k % %
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Nederlandse Buddha Dhamma Stichting
B. S./ D. P,
’S-—-G.ravcnh-age, 5 januvari 1979/2522
Namo Buddhaval

Venerable Sir.

The Nederlandse Buddha Dhymma Sticht'ng is a Dutch
Buddhist Foundation/Society, founded in 1973. Recently we
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were able to open a new centre "Boeddhayana Centrum, in
which the Dhaema Dipa Arama is located as a Buddhist
Meditation and Study Centre.

The foundation as well as the arama/Centre is working
under supervision of the Ven, Bhikkhu Dharmawiranta, A
Dutch Bhikkhu, ordained in Indonesta. His teacher is the
Ven. Bhikkhu A. Jinamitto (zl pupil of the Most Ven.
Maha Navaka Sthavira Ashin Jinarakkhita Mahathera,
head of the Indonesian Sangha and ordained in Burma

in 1953 by the most V:n. Mahasi Sayadaw.)

It is rejoicing to hear from Joopknifl that mos Ven.
U Sohhana “Mahathera M-:hast  Sayadaw 1s intending
visit Europe. Therefore we would hike to inform whether
it is possible that the Most Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw can
come and stay in o'r arama n the Nederlands to give
‘Dhamma talks and meditation instructions. Of course we

will contribute in the costs.

At this very monen* the Ven. Bhikkhu Dhormawiranata
is making translations from ‘Practical Tnsight Meditation’
and ‘The Progress of Insight of which he has obtained
permission via the Buddhist Publication Socicty 1Inc., Sri

Lanka, for our publication serial.

Wc sincerely hope ta hear from you as soon as possible.

Please do accept our appologics for possible incorrect
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words. A copy of this lettcr will be sent to the Ven.
Dr. U Rewata Dhamma, Birmingham, England.

Yours in metta,

Sd/- Dharma Padama
Upsika Dharma Padma Huisman-—Veat
Secretary.
Boeddhayana Centrum
Buys Ballotstrert 89
2563 ZH-'s Gravenhage
Nederland
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PROTOCOL

As the Theravada tradition has developed in Asia, a
number «f customs have arisen as ways for lay people
to show rcspect to the mornks. A few of the more

imp.ortant ones are listed below.
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Neat clean clothes should be worn when visiting
a monk, It is preferable for men to wear long

trouers and for women to keep shoulders covered.

Take shoes off before entering & monk s presence
or his dwelling place.

It is traditional to bow to the floor three times to
the alter and three times to the Sayadaw on entering
the room. _(The same is donc in reverse order, when
]eaving.) If you don’t fecl comfortable bowing to
the floor, feel free to make a slight standing
bow upon entering and when leaving. A reverent

posture is encouraged when wolking near a monk.

Sit comfortable, prcferable with  legs corssed or

tucked under. Never point fcet toward a monk.

Donations are welcome. give as you fee[ is appropr-
iate. Money should be place in  an envelope
(availab]enear the dour; with your name on it, if you
wish. Flowers are best placed before the altar.
Fruit may also bc given, but don’t be disappointed
it the monk does not touch it. By the rules of
the Order, a monk must eat whatever food he

receives formally on the day that he receives it.

Teachers should be addressed as ‘Sayadaw’. For

example, Could the Sayadaw comment on ... Other
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monks are best called ‘Bhantc" which means,monﬁ

ot ven rable one.

Try tr remnember these particulars, but more important
than the forrmis the attitude behind it. Be mindful and

reverent, and the rest will take care of it.

(Honolulu S Hawaii. )
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TAUNGPULU KABA AYE DHAMMA CENTRE

2051 Ortegy, San Franbisco, CA, 94122

March 11, 1979

Dear Dhamma Brothers and Sisters,

One of the world’s most famous Buddhist maditation
masters, the Venerable Mahasi Sayadaw of Burma, and
a company of give veneralble masters will come to visit

the United States in April this year.

T.K A.1D.C. has the distinct honour and pleasure to
be the host of a three-day visit whtle the venerable

masters pass through San Francisco.

The following 1s the tentative program of activities

in which cverybody is welcome:

April 17 1:00 P.M. Arrival, San Francisco Int’l
Airport.

7:00 P.M. Discourse, Cultural Integration
Fellowship 2650 Fulton Street,. San

Francisco.

A»ril 18  5:00 A.M. Serve breakfast to Sayadaws, 626~
27th St. San Franciico.

7:00 A.M. Visit Dhama Centers/sight-steing?



gmlyexiggea: or

10:00 A.M. Serve lunch to Sayadaws, Real
Good K- rmua Restaurant, 501

Dolores St., San Francicco.

1:00 P.M. Sight=3Seecing.

8:00 P.M. Discourse, C.1.F,

April 19 5:00 A M. S:ove breckfast to Say:daws, 626—
27th

7:00 A.M. Visit Dhamma centers/sight-seeing

10:00 A.M. Serve lunch to Sayadaws 626—27th
St.,

1:00 P.M, Sight-—secing(Our of town)

8:00 P.M. Last disco'rse of the program,
C.I.F.

April 20  5:00 P.M. Serve breakfast to Sa}adrst’ 626~
27th St.,

7:30 A.M. Homage to Sayvadaws,626- 27th St,

8245 A.M. Departule.

For further information, contact Davil Wong at 626—

27th St., or call 232-4792 in the cvenings.

With metta,

The meners of T.K., A.D,C.

emIe® 0Q-0-¢ N &



~
~{r
D
3
&
T
O
~
e~
-
WD,
>3

WASHINGTON BUDDHIST VEHARA

. ’
programme f{or the visit of Vep. Muhasi Sayadaw s

Visit to Washington D.C, April 20-27. 1979.

Friday, April 20,

Welcoming of the Delegation at

upon their argrival by

Saturday, April 21,
9:00--10:30 a.m. Medit.tion, instruction and practice.
2:00- 5:00 p.m.
7:30—- 8330 p.m. Scrmon by Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw

8:30—- 9:30 p.m. Meditation, instruction and practice.
.‘_;z.':.iﬂday, Aprilt 22,

2:00-10:30 a.m. Individual counsclling on meditation
expereletices by U Zanaki and U Agga
Dhamma.

2300 - p.m. Regular Sunday service of the Washint-
ton Buddhist Vihara.

3200~ 5:00 p.m. Meditation, instruction and practice

7:30— 8:30 p.m. Scrmon by Dr. Rewata Dhamma.

8:30— 9:30 p.m. Med tution, instruction and practice,



o L%
&I
>3

N

Monday, April 23.

9:00—-10:30 a.m. Individual counselling on meditatio..
experieaces by U Zanaka and U Agga
Dhamma.

1:30— 5:00 pm. Sight-sceing of the city of Washing—
ton D.C.

7:30— 8:30 p.m. Sermon by U Zanaka.

8:30— 9:30 p.m. Meditation, instraction and practice,

Tuesday, April 24.
9:00-10:30 a.m. Meditation, iistruction and practice.

2.00— 3:30 p.m. Iadividual counselling on meditation
experiences by U Zanaka and U Agga

Dhamma.
3:30— 5.00 p.m. Meditation, instruction and prastice.
7:30- 8:30 p.m. Sermon by U Kelatha.
8:30— 9:30 p.m. Meditation, instruction and practices

Wednesday, April 25.

90:00-10:30 a.m. Meditation, instruction and practice.

2:00- 3:30 p.m. Individual counselling on 'meditation
experiences by U Zanaka and U Aggpa
Dhamma,

3:30- 5:00 p.m. Meditation instruction and practice.

7:30- 8:30 p.m. Open discussion  on meditation and
Dhamma with panel of visiting monks,



< e
rz @ ﬁmgeog:af _
Thursday, April 26.

9:00—10:30 a.m. Meditation, instruction and practice.

2:00— 3:30 p.m. Individual counselling on meditation
experiences by U Zanaka and Agga

Dhamma.
3:30 - 5:0) p,m, Maeaditatirn, instruction and practice
7330— 8:30 p.m, Sermon by Ven. Mahasi Sayadaw.

8:30—- 9:30 p.m. Meditation, insturction and parctice.
Friday, Aprnl 27.

Peparture.
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Veneralble Mahasi Sayadaw  Thathana Yeiktha

Bhadanta Sobhana 16, Hermitage Road

Agga Maha Pandita. Rangoon, Burma.
Cable. MAHASI RANGOON.,
Telephone. 50392.

May 12, 1979,

[t is my great pleasur to have met many people
interseted in Vipassana Meditation during my Dhtima
tour In the United States of America, and I believe thdt
the Buddha-Dhamma will flourish in the west,

I dclivered many talks on Vipassana at the two
Vipassana Meditation retreats conducted by  Joseph
Goldstein  Jack Kornﬁcld, Sharon Sulzberg and Jacqueline
Schwartz. the retreats were held at Yucca Valley Califorpa

and at the Insight Meditation Society in Burre, Massachusettes

In these retreats two Burmese Bhikkhus instructed
by me, checked the practice and the progeess of the
meditators and made a report to me, I found it satisfactory,
I myself too, having interviewed the meditators, discovered
that the progress of some of the meditators was

satisfactory.

I believe in the West it will be most beneficial for
the spread and development of the Dhamma if these
Americans teachers can carry on the teachings of the

Buddha. It is threfore, with great pleasure that I gavg



ghfgeagragecy ¢y

my blessings and authorisation to Joseph Jack ~ Sharon
Ja;c‘quelinc; to 1reely teach the OSatipatthana Vipassana
Meditation of my tradition,

May the Dhamma _ spread through their continued
efforts for the benefit and hapiness of all beings,

Sd/ - Ashin Sobbana
(Ashin Sobhana)
Mahasi Sayadaw

Agga—Mabha--Pandita,
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