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FOUR RELIGIONS MEET HERE.

The Buddhist Shrine At Gya.

Scattered over India are many places which are Sacred
to two Religious faiths, but the temple of Gya is unique
in that no less than four religions have definite associations
with it. Originally it was built by the Buddhists on the site
where the Great Teacher supposed to have received the
Enlightenment, and there still some remains of that original
structure to be seen.
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Through all the subsequent ages it has been honoured as
the Cheif Shrine of the Buddhists and thousands of pilgrims
visit the sacred place from all parts of the world. It must
come as a shock to many of these pilgrims to find that
their honoured Shrine is in the custody of a Hindu, with
the title of Mahant, and that the very image of the Buddha
in the Temple has the marks of Vishnu on the forehead,
The fact that the Shrine of which he is guardian has no
original connection with the Mahant's own faith 1s matter
of small moment to him. The gifts of the devout Buddhists
are received with thankfulness.

Ancient Privilege:— How came a Hindu to claim
guardianship of the Temple and mastership of the ritual?
The present Mahant has his possessions a curious document
which states that the position was granted to his ancestors
by a Mohammedan Emperor. Thus three religions are
closely associated with this Shrine, The association of the
Christian religion with the Shrine at Gya 1s due to the
fact that the present structure 1s the work of the British
Government under whose control 1s still 15. The name of
Sir Ashley Eden appears on an inscription placed there
when the Temple was reconstructed.

Curzon’s Interest:— Lord Curzon felt the anomaly
of the whole position, though he realised that the claims of
the Mahant could not be disputed even though it 1s in
compparatively recent years that the right of possession
was claimed. He set to work to effect an agreement so
that the place could be restored to the faith to which, in
equity, it belonged. He drew up a long memorandum on
the subject and sketched the lines on which an agreement
might be reached. He persisted in his attempts till he left
India, but was not successful. From time to time there is an
agitation among the Buddhists in favour of the change, but
so far these efforts have failed.

By:— E. WATTS, M. B, B. S
( Copied from the Sunday Statesman of the 31st Octoher, 1937.)
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