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GOLD AND SILVER PLATES WITH INSCRIPTIONS'

(37) A manuscript in every way similar to the
palm-leaf manuscript so common in India and
Burma but with leaves of gold, twenty 1n
number, with writing incised on one side.
These leaves, within their two gold covers,
were found bound together by a thick gold
wire with 1its ends fastened to the covers
by sealing wax and small glass Dbeads
(Plate XLIiI, g ). There are two holes 1n
ecach leaf and cover, through which the gold
wire was passed, to keep the whole 1n
position and proper order. 1t was necessary
fo cut this wire 1n order to free the
leaves. .Each 1leaf measures 63" in length
and about 13" 1in breadth, and contains
three lines of writing.' The characters
are similar to those of the inscriptions
incised round the lower and upper rims of
the large silver stupa described above, and
of the same date ( vide page 175). The
manuscript 1s made up of short extracts in
Pali from the Abhidhamma  and Vinaya
pitakas. Plate XLII, A shows the first
two leaves. It 1is well known that, among
the Buddhists, there are four classes of
objects of worship, viz. , (1) the Buddha's
corporeal relics, (2) the objects he per-
sonally wused: robes, staffs, bowls, etc.,
(3) trees, such as the Bo-tree at Bodh
Gaya, and other objects or places which

1. The last leaf, however, contains only two, and the last
but one, Tour lines. Each leaf of the manuscript with the

exception of these last two leaves is numbered on the
back.

* Pagas 179-180
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have been made -holy by the presence of
the Master. and (4) the Law or Dhamiag
Preached by the Buddha as preserved in Lhe
Tripitakas. This is the reason why, 1Ln
some cases and in the absence of other
relics, manuscripts are enshrined 1n
pagodas. This custom is responsible for the
discovery of our manuscript among the other
objects, as embodying the Dhamma. The text
will be published in the Epirgraphiu
Birmanica. From the paleographical point
of view, this manuscript ranks amongst tne
most instructive finds yet made 1n Burma.
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SECTION V

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES

(a) The Gold -leaf Palt Manuscript of 0lLd Prome
A Preliminary Study

Tn the January issue,this year (1.e.,1939),
of the Journal of the Greater India Society,
Dr. Nihar Ranjan Ray remarks' : "the most impor-
tant record hitherto discoveréd of Pali Buddhism
in Lower Burma 1s a book of twenty leaves of
gold exactly of the nature of old palm-leaf
manuscripts of India, each 1nscribed on one
side, placed within two covers of the same
metal. This wunique record was discovered at
Hmawza, in 1926 last; but unfortunately it has
not yet been edited and translated and the text
1s not, therefore, available to scholars."

Hence 1t is obvious that the publication of
this 1mpo: ant document is a long-f'elt want and
I take this earliest opportunity of supplying
the same to scholars with the results of my
recent researches on this rare record. The
document 1s shown in Plate IV, Fig. ¢ and
Plates V and VI.

A short notice of the find and the descrip-
tion of the manuscript appeared in the Annual
Report of the Archaeological Survey of India for
the year 1926-27° and need not be repeated here.

1. On page 47 in Volume VI, No.1 of Opus cite.
2. Page 200 and Plate XLII, 5 in Opus cite.

* Pages 12 - 22
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Quffice it for the present purpose to say that
since the document is 1in the so-called Pyu
script which 1is similar to the Telugu-Canara
alphabet of the Kadambas and of the early
Chalukyas of South 1India® and since it dates
back to about the 5th century A.D.it is one of
the most instructive and illuminating discovery
yvet made in Burma. The manuscript contains much
historical,cultural,linguistic and palaeographilc
material for scholars to study and build up
thelr theses.

CONTENTS

Like the Maunggan gold plates discovered 1n
the same locality each of the first eighteen
sheets of the manuscript contains three lines
and on the twenty sheets are written altogether
eight extracts from different books of the Pali
pitakas.

The first excerpt is the well-known twelve
Nidanas or Paticca Samuppada which can be found
in the following books:---

(1) The Majjhima Nikaya, P.T.S. Edition,

Volume I, pages 261,263-4  Volume IIT,
pages 63-4.

(2) The Samyutta Nikdya, P.T.S. Edition.---
Part 11, Nidana Vagga, pages 1-2.
Part III, Khandha Vagga, page 135.
Part V, Mahavagga, page 388.

1. tarly Traces of Buddhism in Burma by N.R.Ray, Volume VI,
No.7, The Journal of the Greater India Society.



(3) The Anguttara Nikaya, P.T.S. Edition,
Part V, Dasaka Nipata Upasaka Vagga,

page 184.

(4) The Vinaya  Pitakam, Edited Dby
H.Oldenberg, Volume I, Mahavagga, pages
1-2.

(5) The Dhammasangani, P.T.S. Edition,
Nikkhepakanda, page 229.

(6) The Vibhanga of the Abhidhamma-pitaka,
Edited by Mrs. Rhys Davids, pages
135, 138-139, pages 165-8.

This excerpt covers the first. four sheets
and a little over two lines of the fifth sheet
of the gold manuscript.

The second excerpt which occupies the third
line of the fifth sheet is the enumeration of
the seven kinds of Vipassana ndna (contemplative
knowledge). The Visuddhi Magga, however, on page
639, Volume II of the P.T.S. Edition gives eight
kinds and the Abhidhammattha Sangaha enumerates
ten kinds. The ¢text in our manuscript has
omitted one, namely, the patisankhanupassana
nana of the Visuddhimagga and three, namely, the
Sammasananana, patisankha nana and anuloma nana
of the Abhidhammattha Sangaha. .

The third also is an enumeration and here
the 37 Dbodhipakkhiya dhammas or Elements of
enlightenment are given in arithmetical progres-
sion, as 1t were; the fours come first followed
by the fives, then comes the seven followed by
the elight, as may be seen from the text which
will be given below, a little later. The three



Go
greater Nikayas and the Udana mention these
37 categories and a reference may be made tO the

following booOks:=—---

(1) The Digha Nikaya,P.T.S. Edition, Volume
III, page 102.

(2) The Majjhima Nikaya, P.T.S. Edition,
Volume II, page 245.

(3) The Anguttara Nikaya, P.T.S. Edition,
Part IV, pages 125-6.

(4) The Udana, P.T.S. Edition, page 56.

The text covers a little over the first two
lines of the sixth sheet of our document.

The fourth excerpt which begins from the
third 1line of the ©6th sheet and ends in the
third line of the 14th sheet is the classifica-
tion of the four confidences of Buddha as may be
ffound in the Mahasihanada Suttanta of the
Majjhima Nikaya and also in the Catukka Nipata
of the Anguttara Nikaya. In the P.T.S. Editions,
1t occurs on pages T71-72, Volume I of the former
and pages 8-9 of the latter.

The fifth again is another enumeration and
here we have the fourteen kinds of knowledge
possessed by Buddha as may be read in the
Patisambhida Magga of the Khuddaka Nikaya on
page 133 of P.T.S. Editic~ Volume I. In the
manuscript 1t begins 1in the third line of the
14th sheet and ends with the last line of sheet
No.17.

With the 18th sheet of our manuscript
begins the sixth excerpt which tells us what in
this world come under the categories of things
that are best a= propounded by Buddha in the
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Dhammapada Verse 203. It ends 1n the second line
of the same sheet of the manuscript.

The seventh, which begins 1n the second
line of sheet No.18 and goes on till the end of
the 19th sheet, describes the missionary march,
into the Rajagaha city, of Buddha followed by
his disciples, the three Kassapa brothers, who
were, latterly, leaders of a thousand ascetics
wearing matted hair. For this quotation a
reference may be made to page 38 of the
P.T.S. Edition of the Vinaya Pitaka, Mahavagga
section and also to page 84, Volume I of the
Fausboll's Edition of the Jatakatthakatha.

Lastly, the eighth excerpt which the last,
..e., the 20th sheet contains, 1is the well-
Known praise of the Buudha also known as the
mirror of truth (dhammadasa) as described in the
Mahaparinibbana Sutta of the Digha Nikaya.

A reference for it may also be made to the
Samannaphalasutta, Ambattha, Patika and Saﬁgiti
Suttas of the same Nikaya and also 1in the
Para jikakanda, Sutta Vibhanga, being the first
part of the Vinaya Pitaka.
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TEXT OF THE MANUSCRIPT

OHEET No. 1.
Line 1. --- Siddhama Ii Il Avijja paccaya sankhara
sankhdra paccaya vinnana
7
Line £. --- vinnanapaccaya namarupam namarupa

paccaya salayatanam
Line 3. --- Salayatanapaccaya phasso
phassapaccaya vedana vedana paccaya
SHEET No.2.

Line 1. --- tarnh. tanhapaccaya upadana upadana
vaccaya bhavo bhava paccaya

Line 2. --- jati jatipaccaya jara maranam soka
paridevita dumkha do
3

Line 3. --- manass| u J]payasa sambhavanti

Evametassa kevalassa dukkha khandha

SHEET No.3.

Line 1. --- ssa samudayo hotiti Avijjaya tveva
asesa viraga nirodha
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Line 2.

Line 3.

Line 1.

Line 2.

Line 3.

Line 1.

Line 2.

Line 3.

sankharanirodho sankhara nirodha

vinnana nirodho vinnananirodha
4

namarupanirodho
salayatana nirodho

namarupa nirodha

salaya

SHEET No.4.

phassanirodho
vedan[ 3 Jnirodho

tananirodha
phassanirodha

vedananirodha
taphanirodhé

>

Upadananirodha
bhavanirodha

tannanirodho
upadana nirodho

bhavanirodho
jatinirodho

SHEET No.5.

jatinirodha
paridevita

jaramarana soka
dumkha domanassupaya

sa nirujjhantiti evametassa
kevalassa dumkha khandhassa nirodhc

6

hotiti [ 1 ] l-- Udayavaya
bhangabhaya adinnava nibbida
mumjana [ u Jpek[ kha ]



G
SHEET No.6.

Line 1. --- 1 Siddha cattaro satipatthana
cattaro samappadhana cattaro
iddhippada.

Line 2. --- pancindriyani pancabal3ni
sattabojjhangani ariyo attha
;

Line 3. --- ngikomaggo (37) cattarimani

bhikkhave tathagatassa vesarajjani

SHEET No.7.

Line 1. ---~ yehi vesarajjehi samannagato
tatha[ ga Jto &asabhanthanam pati

Line . --- janati parisasu sihanadam nadati
brahmacakkamvatteti
8

Line 3. --- katamani cattari sammasambuddhassa

te patijanati ime dhamma

SHEET No.8.

Line 1. --- anabhisambuddha ti tattra vata
mam samano va brahmano va devo va

Line 2. --- maro va koci va lokasmim
sahadhammena paticol d Jessantiti
9

Line 3. --- nimittametam bhikkhave na
samanupassami etam paham bhikkhave
nimitta

4.A U.P.AD.107-1000-19.2.92



Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

S.

SHEET No.9.

metam asamanupassanto Kkhemapatto
abhayapatto vesarajjapattc

viharami [ 1 ] khinasavassa te
patijananto ime asava
10

aparikkhinati tattrd vata mam

samano va bﬁéhmaqo va devo va

SHEET No.10.

maro va koci va lokasmim

sahadhammena paticodessanti ti
nimittame

tam bhikkhave na samanupassami
etam paham bhikkhave nimittam asa

117

manupassanto khemapatto abhavapatto
vesarajjapatto viharami 2

SHEET No.11.

Ye kho pana te antarayika dhamma
vutta te patisevanto nalam antara

yayati tattra vata mam samano va

bréhmaqo va devo va maro

i2

va Koci ‘va lokasmim sahadhammena
paticodessati ti nimittametam



Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

Line

o G2
SHEET No. 1Z2.

bhikkhave na samanupassami etam
paham bhikkhave nimittam asamanu

passanto Khemapatto al b Jbhayapatto
vesarajjapatto

13

viharami 3 yassa kho pana te atthaya
dhammo desito sol nini ]

SHEET NO. 13.

val ti ] takkarassa samma dukkha
khayaya [ ti ] tattra vata mam
samano va br[ a J]hma

no va devo va maro va koci va
lokasmim saha dhammena patico

1Y

dessantiti nimittametam bhikkhave na
samanupassami etampaham bhikkha

OHEET No.14.
ve nimittam asamanupassanto
khemapatto abhayapatto viha
rami imani kho bhikkhave cattari
tathagatassa vesara
15
jjanititilie katamehi bhagava
cuddasehi buddhanane



GO

SHEET No. 15.

[ine ]. --- hi samannagato tathagato [ dumkhe ]|

Line 30 -

Line 1. ---

Line 2. —---

Line 8, —=--

Line 1. —--

Line 8. —-—-

Line 3., —-=-

gaminipatipadenanan buddhanana [ 4 ]
at[ tha ]patisambhide nanam

SHEET No. 16.

buddhafidnam 5
dhammapat isambhidenanam
buddhafidnam 6 nirutti

patisambhide nanam buddhanangm 7
patibhana patisabhi
17

de nanan buddhananam 8
yamakapatihera nananm buddhananarn

[ 9 ]
SHEET No.17.

[ ma ]ha karunasamapattiyananam
buddhananan sabbal nnu Jtananan
buddha

nanam anavaranananam buddhanina
imehi bhagava
18

cuddasehi buddhanal ne Jhi
samannagatotitill o



G
SHEET No. 18.

‘Line 1. --- magganatthangiko settho saccénam
cat[ u Jro pada virago [ se ]

Line 2. --- ttho dhammanam dipadanam ca cakkhumi
tili ~ siddham dal n Jto dantehi
19

Line 8. --- sahapurana jatilehi vippamuttehi

simginikasavanno rajagaham pavisi
bhagava [ 1 ]

SHEET No.19.
Line 1. --- mutto muttehi sahapurana Jjatilehi

siginil ka J]savanno rajagaham pavisi
bhagavad [ 2 ]

[ine 2. --- tinno tinnehi sahapurana jatilehi
vippamuttehi siginikavanno rajagahan
pa

Line 3. --- visi bhagavid (3) dasabale

dasavl 3 Js[ o ] dasadhammacupeto
so dasa satal m Jparivaro

rajl a Jgaham pavisi bha

Line 4. --- gavd [ 4 ] yo[ v Jiro sabbavidanto
suddho appatipuggalo araham sugato

loke tassahal m J[ pa Jril ca Jrako
tiH | e
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SHEET NO.20.

Line 1. --- i iti pi so bhagava araham
sammasambuddho vijjalarana sampanno
sugato lokavidu anuctaro

[ine 2. --- purisa dammasarathi sattha devs
manussana buddho bhagava ti
[ a ]bhibhaval tu J. (iii) (1ii)

The above text of the manuscript may be re-
arranged in the order of excerpts as follows:---

*N.B. -- The Roman fiqures indicate sheet numbers and the
Arabic numerals denote line numbers.

FExcerpt No. 1.

Siddhama f\vijjapaccayé1 sankhara?
sankharapaccaya vinnana® (I-1)* vinfanapaccaya
namarupam namarupapaccaya salayatanam® (I-2)
Sa}éyatana paccay'é.5 phasso phassapaccaya vedana
vedanapaccaya® (I-3) tanha tanhapaccaya’ upadana
upadanapaccaya bhavo bhava paccaya (II-1) jati
jatipaccaya jara maranam sokaparidevitadumkhado
(ITI-2) manassupayasa® sambhavanti.

. seribe's error for Siddham: avigjapaccaya.
. Scribe's error for Sarkhara.

Ml eyl e

1
fa
5. dcribe’s error for vinnanam.
>

. The 1 here seems, in both <cases, to have a subscript 1
and one would incline to read "sallayatanam" and
"sallayatanapaccaya"

b. Scribe's error for vedanapaccaya.
/. Scribe's error for tanhapac caya.
8. Scribe's error for dukkhadomanassupayasa.
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fvametassakevalassa dukkhakhandha (II-3) ssa’
samudayo hoti ti. Avijjaya® tveva |
asesaviraganirodha (III-1) sankharanirodho
sarikharanirodha vinnananirodho vinnananirodha
(III-2) namarupanirodho namarupanirodha
salayatananirodho® salaya (III-3) tananirodha®
phassanirodho phassanirodha vedananirodho’
(IV-1) vedananirodha® tanhanirodho’
tanhanirodha® upadana’ nirodho (IV-2)
upadananirodha bhavanirodho bhavanirodha
jatinirodho (IV-3) jatinirodha
jaramaranasokaparidevitadumkhadomanassupaya(V-1)
sa'® nirujjhantiti.!’ Evametassakevalassa
dumkhakhandhassa'? nirodho (V-2) hotil ti.

| Fxcerpt No.c.
Udayavaya bhangabhaya adinnav&® nibbidi®
mumjana'® upekkha'® (V-3).

1. Scribe's error for dukkhakkhandhassa.
2. Scribe's error for avijgjaya.

3-4. The 1 here seems, in both cases, to have a
subscript 1 and one would incline to read
"sallayatanam" and "sallayatanapaccaya”

5. Scribe's error for vedananirodho.

6. Scribe's error for wvedananirodhd.

8. Scribe’s error for tanha-

. Scribe's error for wpadana-

. dcribe's
. dcribe's
. Scribe's
. Scribe's
. dcribe's
. dcribe's
. Scribe's

error

error

error
error
error
error
error

for
for
for
for
for
for
for

dukkhadomanassupayasa.
nirujjhantiti.
dukkhakkhandhassa.
adinava.

nibbinda.

muncana or mucciltukamuata.
upekkha or sarikharure<kha.

The writing also looks like vapekkha.



JJ Excerpt No. d.

Siddha cattaro datipatthana cattaro
samappadh’éna2 cattaro iddhippédé ) (VI-1)
pancindriyani pancabalani sattat :jjhangani ariyo
attha (VI-2) ngiko maggo.

Excerpt No.4.

Cattarimani bhikkhave tathagatassa
vesarajjani (VI-3) yehi vesarajjehi samannagato
tathdgato  dsabhanthanam pati (VII-1) janati
parisasu sihanadam nadati brahmacakkamvatteti’
(VII-2) Katamani cattari: sammasambuddhassa te
patijanati -ime dhamma (VII-3) anabhisambuddha ti
tattra® vata mam samanoc va brahmano va devo va
(VIII-1) maro va koci va lokasmim sahadhammena
paticodessanti ti> (VIII-2)  nimittametam
bhikkhave na samanupassami. Etam paham bhikkhave
nimitta (VIII-3) metam  asamanupassanto
khemapatto® abhayapatto vesarajjapatto (IX-1)
viharami. Khindsavassa te patijananto ime asava
(IX-2) aparikkhinati tattra vata mam samanc
va brahmano vi devo va (IX-3) maro va kKoci va
lokasmim sahadhammena paticodessantiti’

1. 3cribe's error tor Sitddham cattaro satipatthana.
2. Scribe's error tor sammappadhana.
5. Scribe's error ftor brahmacakkam vatteti. or
pavattetz.
4. Scribe's error for tatra.
lhe same remark applies to all the other cases of tattra.
>. Scribe's error for paticodessatiti.
. dcribe's error tor Rhemappatto.
/. Scribe's error for paticodessatiti.

@A
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nimittame- (X-1) tam bhikkhave na samanupassami.
Etam pahall bhikkhave nimittam asa-(X-2)
manupassanto khemapatto  abhayapatto
vesarajjapatto! viharami (X-3). Ye kho pana te
antarayika dhamma vutta te pat;isevanto2 nalam
antara-(XI-1) yayati tattrd vata mam samano va
brahmano va devo va maro (XI-2) va Kkoci
va  lokasmim sahadhammena  paticodessati ti
nimittametam (XI-3) bhikkhave na samanupassami.
Etam paham bhikkhave nimittam asamanu (XII-1)
passanto khemapatto a [ b ] bhayapatto
vesarajjapatto (XII-2) viharami. Yassa kho pana
te atthaya dhammodesito so [ nini ] (XII-3)
yati* takkarassa samma® dukkhakhayaya [ ti T
tattra’ vata mam samano va brahma (XIII-1) no
va devo va maro va koci va lokasmim sahadhammena
patico(XIIT-2)dessantiti® nimittametan bhikkhave
na samanupassami. Etam paham bhikkha (XIII-3) ve
nimittam asamanupassanto khemapatto abhayapattc
vihd (XIV-1) rami.” Imdni kho bhikkhave cattari
tathagatassavesara (XIV-2) jjanl titi.’

1. Scribe's error for vesarajjappatto.
Ihe same remark applies to all the other cases of
vesarajjapatto.

. Scribe's error for patisevato.

. dcribe's error for tatra.

. Scribe's error for 80 na niyyati.

. Scribe's error for samma.

. Scribe's error for dukkhakkhayayatt.

. dcribe's error for tatra.

. dcribe's error for paticodessati’ t1.

. Scribe's error for viharamt.
Here the manuscript omits vesarajjapatto before this

word.
10. Scribe's error for vesarajjant ti.

“Ww OO0 ~J O U1 I \WN N



) Excerpt No.o.

Katamehi bhagava  cuddasehi buddhanane
(XIV-3) hi samannagato Tathagato ? Dum [ khe ¢
fianam buddhafianam. Dukkhasamudaye (X V-1) nanam
buddharz.arm. Dukkhanirodhenanam  buddhananam.
Dukkhanirodha (XV-2) gaminipatipade nanam
buddhanana.® Atthapatisambhide nianam (X V-3)
buddhafidnam. Dhammapatisanbhidenanan buddhananam
nirutti® (XVI-1)pati sanbhidenanam buddhananan.
Patibhanapatisabhi(X VI-2)de* fapam buddhananarn.
Yamakapatiherafianam buddhafianan (XVI-3) [ ma ]
hakarunasamapattiya’® nanam buddhanananm.

Sabbal nfiu Jtanapam buddha (XVII-1) nanam.
Anavaranananam buddhanana.® Imehi bhagava
(XVII-2) cuddasehi buddhananehi samannagato ti
ti.? (XVII-3).

Excerpt No.b.

- Magganatthangikc settho, saccanam caturo
pada, virago se (XVIII-1) ttho. dhammanani,
dipadanan® ca cakkhuma ti.

Excerpt No.’.

Siddham. Danto dantehi (XVIII-2)
sahapuranajatilehi vippamuttehi

i  SEa i —
- —-—-r-——_—-_——_——--—*_—-—-_-—-_-—_—---—-----ﬂ---——--—-—w—---—_

. dcribe's error for dukRhe nanam.

. Scribe's error for buddharananm.

. dcribe's error for nil”utti..

. Scribe's error for patisambhide.

] r for mahakarunasamapattiyd.
. Scribe's error for buddhahanam.

. Scribe's error for samanndgato ti.

. ~erihels ercor for dvtpadanan ca.
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pavisi’® bhagava.
sahapuranajatilehi

rajagaham®> pavisi® bhagava.
tinnehl sahapuranajatilehi
vippamuttehi siginikavanno’ rajagaham® pa
(XIX-2) visi® bhagava. Dasabale!® dasavl a Jso
dasadhammacupeto!! so dasasatal m Jparivaro!?
rajagaham pavisi!3?® bha (XIX-3) gava.Yo[ v Jiro!®
sabbavidanto suddho appatipuggalo araham sugato
loke tassaham!® paricarako!® ti (XIX-U4).

rajagaharnt
mut tehil

simginikasavanno
(XVIII-3) Mutto
siginikasavanno®
(XIX-1) Tinno

Excerpt No.S&.

Iti pi so bhagava araham sammasambuddhol!’

00 ~J ON\U £~ \WN N0 -

9.
10.

11.
2.
13.
4.

. Scribe's
. Scribe's
. Scribe's
. Scribe's
. Scribe's
. Scribe's

Scribe's

-8. Scribe's
Scribe's |

Scribe's
Scribe's
Scribe's
Scribe's
Scribe's

error

wrong here.

15. Scribe's error
16. Scribe's error
17. Scribe's error

for

for
for
for

singinikkhasuvanno.
Rajagaham.

pavisSi.
sirngrnikkhasuvanno.
Ragjagahan.

pavisi.
singinikkhasuvanno.
Rajagaham.

pavisi.

dasabalo.

dasadhammavids dasabhi c¢'upeto.

dasasataparivaro.
pavist.
dhiro although Viro would
tassdhan.

paritcarako ti.
sammasambuddho .

not be
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. 2 _ .
vijjacarana sampanno sugato l]okavidu dnUtEaff

(XX-1) purlsadammasarathl sattha devamanussana
buddho bhagava ti. Abhibhavatu (XX-2).

NUMERALS

As the sheets and some of the enumerations

are numbered by the engraver of the gold

manuscript, we have in 1t a very reliable
evidence of the kind of numerals used 1in 0ld

Prome and also the key which, like the Rosetta
stone of the Egyptians, would help to unlock and
reveal the numbers that occur on bricks and
stones unearthed from time to time in the course
of the departmental diggings not only at Hmawza
but also at Ky8ntu in the Pegu District.

The value of the document 1s enhanced by
the fact that it contains two sets of figures;
one set representing numbers 1 to 19 and the
other 2 to 9. There are, besides, some stray
numbers also 1n the body of the text.

A reference to Plate IX of Buhler's
Palaeography and Plate XXIII of Burnell's South
Indian Palaeography will demonstrate that more
dlscoveries will have yet to be made to complete
the 1list of ancient Indian numerals which occur
1n many an ancient writing.

When it is realized that sheets Nos, 1 to
18 of our manuscript bear in the left corner of

. dcribe's error for vzggacaranasampanno
. Scribe's error for lokavidii.

]

%

5. Scribe's error for purisadammasarathi.

+. Scribe's error for satthd devamanussanan.
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each, numerical figures 2 to 19 respectively,
that sheet No. 5 contains in the third line at
the end of the twelve nidanas, the numeral 1,
that sheet No.6 has.in line 3 at the end of the
bodhipakkhiyadhammas the figures which look like
37, that sheet No.9 bears in line 2 the numeral
figure 1, that. sheet No. 10 has the numeral 2 at
the end of the third line, that sheet No. 12 has
the numeral figure 3 in line 3 and that sheets
Nos. 15 and 16 contain a set of figures
representing numbers 2 to 9 it will be seen how
far the present document goes towards filling
the gaps left by the two aforesaid scholars of
Indian Palaeography.

TRANSLATION
Fxcerpt No. 1.'

(May there be) prosperity! From Ignorance
spring the Samkharas (or productions), from the

1. Many English translations exist for this excerpt. The one
given here is by T.W.Rhys Davids and Hermann Oldenberg as
it occurs on pages 75-78 of the Vinaya Texts, Part I.
The Mahavagga of the Sacred Books of the East Series,
Volume XIII. Ffor other translations reference can be
made to : The Book of Kindred l~yings, Volume II, page 2:
Volume III, page 114, The Book of Gradual Sayings,
Volume I, pages 160-1; Volume V, page 126. The Udana or
The Solemn wutterances of the Buddha, pages 1-2. The
Compendium of Philosophy, pages 188-9. Further Dialogues
of the Buddha, Volume I, Maha-Tanha-sankhaya-sutta, page
187. Further Dialoques of the Buddha, Volume II. Bahu-
Dhatuka sutta, pages 189-90. A Buddhist Manual of
Psychological Ethics, page 348, etc., etc.
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samkharas springs Consciousness, from Consclous-
ness spring Name-and-Form, from Name-and-Form
spring the six Provinces (of the six senses),
from the six Provinces springs Contact,from Con-
tact springs Sensation, from Sensation springs
Thirst (or Desire), from Thirst springs Attach-
ment, from Attachment springs Existence, from
Existence springs Birth, from Birth spring Old
Age and Death, grief, lamentation, suffering,
de jection and despair. Such is the origination
of this whole mass of suffering.

Again, by the destruction of lgnorance,
which consists in the complete absence of lust,
the samkharas are destroyed, by the destruction
of the Samkharas Consciousness is destroyed, by
the destruction of Consciousness Name-and-Form
are destroyed, by the destruction of Name-and-
Form the six Provinces are destroyed, by the
destruction of the six Provinces Contact is
destroyed, by the destruction of Contact
Sensation 1s destroyed, by the destruction of
Sensation Thirst 1is destroyed, by the destruc-
tion of Thirst Attachment is destroyed, by the
destruction of Attachment Existence is destroy-
ed, by the destruction of Existence Birth is
destroyed, by the destruction of Birth 0ld Age
and Death, grief’, lamentation, suffering,
dejection and despair are destroyed. Such is the
cessation of this whole mass of suffering.
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Excerpt No.Z2.'

The rise and fall,the breaking-up, the
fear, the tribulation,the repulsion,the release,
the indifference.

Excerpt No.3.°

Prosperity! The four earnest meditations,
the four-fold great struggle against evil, the
four roads to saintship, the five moral powers,
the five organs of spiritual sense, the seven
kinds of wisdom and the aryan eight-fold path.

1. Two translations 1n English exist for this excerpt: Une
1s by U Pe Maung Tin in his book "The Path of Purity",
Part III, Chapter XXI, pages 779-80, which is reproduced
above and the other by U Shwe Zan Aung in his book "The
Compendium of Philosophy", pages 210-11.

2. This 1s the translation by T.W.Rhys Davids as it occurs
on pages 127-28 of the Book of the Great Decease in his
book "The Dialogues of the Buddha," Volume II. Many other
translations exist in various books of which the follow-
1ng may be mentioned:Dialogues of the Buddha, Volume III,
page 97; Further Dialoques of the Buddha, Volume II, page
140; The Book of the Gradual Sayings, Volume IV, pages
82-85. The Udana, page 78.
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Excerpt No.4.'

Monks, these are the four confidences of a
Tathigata, possessed of which a Tathagata knows
his place as leader of the herd, utters his
lion's roar in the companies and sets rolling
the Brahma-wheel. What are the tfour 7

As to the charge made: You who <claim to
be perfectly enlightened are not perfectly
enlightened in these things, - I see no grounds,
monks, for showing that any recluse or brahmin,
that any Deva or Mara or Brahma, that any one 1n
the whole world can with justice make this
charge. Since I see no grounds for such a
charge, I abide in the attainment of peace, of
fearlessness, of confidence

As to the charge made: You who <claim to
have destroyed the asavas have not destroyed
these asavas, - I see no grounds, monks, to show
that any recluse or brahmin . . . can with
Justice make this charge. Since this is so, 1
ablide 1in the attainment of peace, of fearless-
ness, of confidence.

As to the charge made: The things declared,
by you to be hinderances have no power to hinder
him that follows them, - I see no grounds,monks,

since this is so,I abide in the attainment
of’ peace, of fearlessness, of confidence.

1. This translation is by F.L.Woodward in the Book of
Gradual Sayings, Volume II, pages 9-10.
Another translation that exists is by T.W.Rhys Davids in

his book: the Futher Dialogues of the Buddha, Volume I,
page 48.
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As to the charge made: The Dhamma preached
by you fails in its aim. It does not lead him
who acts in accordance therewith to the perfect
destruction of Ill1, - I see no grounds, monks,
to show that any recluse or brahmin, that any
Deva or Mara or Brahma, that any one in the
whole world can with justice make this charge.
Since I see no grounds for such a charge, 1
abide in the attainment of peace, of fearless-

ness, of confidence.
These, monks, are the four confidences of

a Tathagata.
Excerpt No.S."

What are the fourteen kinds of Enlightened
knowledge, the Blessed Buddha, Tathagata, is
endowed with ? Knowledge of suffering is the
enlightened knowledge of the Buddha . . . ;

Knowledge of the origin of suffer-
ing, .
Knowledge of the cessation of suffer-
1ng, -
Knowledge of the path leading to the
cessation of suffering . .

Analytical knowledge of the meaning of
the Truth . 3

Analytical knowledge of the nature of
the Truth . e

Analytical knowledge of the etymology of
the Truth .

Analytical knowledge of the readiness
of Wit |

e RS die W N RS Al WS g
-*_---------——--—-----4-'-—-.—-_-—-1—--_-—-_-_---

1. This is my own translation. No scholar has yet, I think,

translated the Patisambhidi Magga wherein the passage
1n PSil occurs,

S.A U.P.AD.107-1000-19.2.92
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Knowledge of what goes on in the senses and

hearts of others’ (i.e., whether the senses or
faculties of creatures are well controlled or
not). . . ;

Knowledge of the desires and inclinatlions
of others?®

Knowledge of the "Twin Miracle". . . ;

Knowledge of the meditation based on
extreme sympathy for others. . .

Knowledge of omniscience . .

Knowledge that has no limit 1s the enlight-
ened knowledge of the Buddha.

The Blessed Buddha is endowed with these
fourteen kinds of enlightenea knowledge.

Fxcerpt No.b.’

The best of ways is the eightfold; the best
of truths the four words; the best virtue

passicnlessness; the best of men he who has eyes
LO see.

1. Indriyaparopariyatte 'nanam Buddha Hhanam. This together
with the next nana do not appear on the gold-leaf.

2. Sattanam asayanusaye nanam Buddha nanam.

5. Such Scholars as James Gray, Fausboll, etc., have trans-
lated the Dhammapada which contains this gatha. This is

from the Volume X, Part I, page 68, V 273 of the Sacred
Books of the East Series.
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Excerpt No.7.*

Prosperity ! The self-controlled, One wilth
the self-controlled, with the former jatilas,
the released One with the released, the Blessed
One, gold-coloured 1like an ornament of Singl

gold, has entered Rajagaha.

The Emancipated One with the emancipated,
with the former jatilas, etc.

He who has crossed (the ocean of passions)
with them who have crossed (it), with the former
jatilas, the released One witn the released, the
Blessed One;, . gold-coloured like an ornament of

Singi gold has entered Ra jagaha.

He who 1s possessed of the ten Noble States
and of the ten Powers, who understands the ten
Paths of Kamma and possesses the ten (attributes
of' Arahatship), the Blessed One, surrounded by
ten hundred of followers, has entered Rajagaha.

He who is wise, entirely self-controlled,
the wunrivalled Buddha, the Arahat, the most
happy upon Earth; his attendant am I.

l-___-'_--—"_------ﬁ----—-----—-----—-h—-—-—-—-———-——“—__-—_----

1. This translation 1is by T.W.Rhys Davids and Hermann
0ldenberg in their book "The Vinaya Text,” Part I, The
Mahavagga, pages 141-2, the Sacred Books of the [ast
Series. Another translation by Or. Rhys Davids alone
occurs in his " Buddhist Birth Stories."

5.B
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Excerpt No.8."

"An Arahat, fully awakened, is the exalted
One, abounding 1in wisdom and goodness, happy,
with the knowledge of the worlds, unsurpassed as
a guide to mortals wiliing to be led, the
teacher of gods and men, a Blessed Buddha." So
may 1t be!

1. The quotation which immediately follows, above, 1s the
translation for the excerpt that occurs in "The Dialogues
of the Buddha," Part I, page 67 and page 109; Part. II,

page 99; Part III, pages 10 and 2718 and also pages 226-7:
by T.W. Rhys Davids.
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