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from the foothills to his parents
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At that time

the king of Varanasi

would not have a meal

without venison.

So he was fond of hunting.

He went hunting everyday.
mustering his common subjects
who followed dejectedly

with their daily business left undone.
His people thought:

*Qur work 1s left undone

because the king uses us;

should there be food and water

in the royal garden -

and the deer driven in there

from the forest

and delivered to the king

it would be good.”

So they sowed grass in the garden,

filled ponds with water
and opend the gatgs.
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the king went alone sometimes

to hunt for deer,

and sometimes he sent the cook
to get their meat,

The deer jostled in fear

when they saw the bows.

They collided against each other
and got hurt or died.

When king Banyan Deer

was told, he called

Branch Deer for consultation.
‘‘Friend, surely our deer

will be killed one day or another.
But before they die

they suffer much

running and colliding in fear.

If instead of being shot

we go to the chopping block

in turns, there will be

fewer injuries and death.

One day a deec from my herd

will go 1n its turn.

The next day a deer from your herd
should go 1n 1its turn.

It will hurt less

if we arrange it thus,”’
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Branch Deer agreed.

So the deer

went in turn and laid

their necks on the chopping block.
The royal cook came daily

to collect venison.

4

One day came the turn
of a pregnant hind from
Branch Deer’s herd. |
She went to Branch Deer and said:
‘“Master, | am with child.

After giving birth my child and I
will both take our turns.

Let some other deer

take my present turn, *’

she pleaded. .

‘I cannot pass your turn

to some other deer.

You must take your turn.

Go away, ‘'scolded Branch Deer.
The hind was greatly aggrieved.
She aproached the Bodhisatta
and told him of the matter.
“Sister, don’t be afraid.

Go where you wish
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‘““Your majesty, a pregnant hind
came to me and pleaded

that her turn be passed over

to another. But 1 could not

let the death of one

be passed to another.

So to save the lives of hind and child
I have taken the turn myself

and lie upon this chopping-block.
There is no other matter,”

replied the Bodhisatta.

Then the king said:

“I have not met such forbearance,
such love, such compassion

even among people.

[ respect you, king deer.

Rise, I grant you immunity.

I grant the hind 1mmunity.”

“Your majesty, king of people.

1t is good that we two receive immunity.
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‘“Don’t follow after Branch Deer
Lie down before Banyan Deer.
To live with Branch Deer.

To die with Banyan Deer.
Living. and dying

It’s more honourable to die.”

The herd lived peacefully and safely

in the deep forest '

under the tutelage

of Bodhisatta king Nigrodha Deer.
King Brahmadatta followed

the Bodhisatta’s teaching -

and ruled over the kingdom of Varanasi
according to righteous law.
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On the way the doe said:

‘“Friend , you are a simple mountain-
stag.

The forest where we<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>