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Preface

The First Pali Conference in Shan State

The First-ever International Pali Conference in Shan State, the
Republic of Union of Myanmar is taking place at the Veluwan
Monastery, Taunggyl on 18™ and 19™ of December 2014. The
Shan State of the Union of Myanmar is a stronghold of
Theravada Buddhism. Here many of the different nationalities
such as Shan, Pa-O and Ta’ang, posses a centuries-old
Theravada Buddhist literatures composed in poetic and
elaborate style in their own languages. The contents of their
literature are derived from the Pali Suttas and commentaries.
Works with stories are more popular here. The poetic style work
1s intended for listening, rather than reading, and its rhyming
forms a prominent feature of the composition. In Shan, 1t is
called Lik Luong, the Great Text. However, Pali as a subject of
study was not widely available here until the Second World
War. This 1s why, in addition to the stimulating scholarly
atmosphere 1t brings, this Pali speaking conference is also a
matter of pride and great joy for the whole Sangha and

Theravada Buddhists of the Shan State of the Union of
Myanmar.

This International Gathering and the Chosen Theme

At this conference, scholars from sixteen universities in nine
countries will present short biographies of some selected
influential figures of the Theravada Buddhist world in both
study (pariyatti) and meditation (patiparti) during the 19" and
20" centuries. Unlike in the Tibetan Buddhist tradition, not
many scholarly attempts have been made in any country or
language 1n the past to explore and record the life and work of




important Theravada masters who have greatly contributed to
the continuity and growth of the Buddha’s teachings. We hope
this conference will inspire other researchers to pay more
attention to this crucial 1ssue.

The choice of the influential figures of the Theravada world 1n
this conference is largely determined by the limited time
available to scholars and the accessibility of reading materials
within reach. It 1s also more of a matter of convenience that
Myanmar and Sri Lanka count slightly more than half of the
total. And that some Shan/Tai speaking monastics feature half
of those from Myanmar i1s simply because the young Pali
scholars, with university education outside Myanmar,
organizing this conference are all the pupils of the Venerable
Dr. Dhammasami and from the Shan State. They are obviously

more familiar with the life of some leading figures within their
own monastic community.

However, 1t has to be stressed here that we the organizers of this
conference are fully aware that there 1s a much greater number
~of very many important text-masters and meditation-masters in
this nation and beyond, even if they remain beyoend our reach
this time. With our modest effort in bringing together Pali
scholars of some standing from many universities around Asia,
we wish to genuinely implore scholars and others interested in
the subject from any nationality, language group or region to
help take the subject forward. We look forward to benefiting
from a collective effort in preserving and promoting the
spiring life as well as important work of more Theravada
Buddhist leaders in the field of both study and practice.
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On the Birthday of Venerable Prof. K. Dhammasamt

The Venerable Prof. K. Dhammasaini, an Oxford University
scholar, was the one who has made so much effort to revive Pals
as an international conference medium. In his position as the
Executive Secretary of the International Theravada Buddhist
Universities (ITBU), he successfully initiated a Pali paper
presentation panel at the 2" ITBU conference held in March
2009 at Sitagu International Buddhist Academy, Sagaing.
Before that, even Pali scholars far more learmed than him were
not confident enough to create an international forum for
scholars well-versed in Pali this way. But he has had that
confidence as well as the international academic connection to

make that happen.

Indeed, in October of the same year, he was also mainly
responsible for organizing another international Pali speaking
conference to mark the 96" Birthday of the late Sangharaja of
Thailand, His Holiness Somdet Phra Nyanasamvara (1913-
2013), at Mahamakut Buddhist University, Thailand. On both
occasions, Pali scholars from both East and West participated.
Since then, often time a Pali medium panel has been a feature in
international Buddhist conferences in Mfyanmar, Sr1 Lanka and
Thailand. It is only logical therefore that some of those Pali

scholars would want to mark the Golden Jubilee Birthday

Celebration of the Venerable Prof. Dhammasami with a Pali
medium conference.

Organizers and Sponsors

This Pali conference is organized by the Shan State Sangha
Council, established in 1957, to celebrate the 50™ Birthday
Anmversary of Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammai Dhammasami (D.Phil,

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii




Oxford) and it i1s co-sponsored by many monasteries connected
with his monastic life and work.

Among those many monasteries, the choice of Veluwan of
Taunggyi 1s a coincidence of factors: 1t was at Veluwan that the
Venerable Dr. Dhammasami started a proper Pali study as a
nine and half years old novice in 1973 under the present abbot,
the Most Venerable Viyaya (Dhammacariya, Aggamaha-
gantha-vacaka-pandita), who was then the deputy abbot and
principal. Taunggyi is the capital of Shan State, with good
transport and facilities and is on the way to Laikha (Lecha), the
birthplace of the Venerable where he is celebrating his birthday
for the first time with some local development programs. On the
part of the Venerable himself, however, it was an easy decision
to organize it here because by holding this conference at
Veluwan he can express the gratitude he owes his teacher at this

and other monasteries while celebrating halt a century of his
life. |

The Venerable Prof. Dr. K. Dhammasami spends all his life
studying the Buddha’s teaching at many monasteries and
universities inside and outside Myanmar. Noticeably, he has
spent some considerable times at Kan Gyi1 Pariyatti Institute in
Yawnghwe (Nyaung Shwe) and Sasana Mandaing Pali
University in Bago (Hamsavati). It was at those two places that
he has mainly learnt Pali. In S Lanka, at the Postgraduate
Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of Kelaniya,
he edited a Pali sub-commentary (7ika) text on Abhidhamma for
his Master of Philosophy Degree. After gaining a Doctor of
Philosophy Degree in the field of Theravada Buddhist monastic
education at the Oriental Institute, University of Oxford, Britain
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in 2004. he has examined a few PhD theses on translation of

Pali commentaries (atthakatha).

A Different Venue and a New Theme

In 2014, five years after it was first successfully revived In
Myanmar and Thailand with the help of many Pal: scholars, the
Pali speaking international conference may no longer be a
novelty in other places; vet it is still an entirely new undertaking
for Pali scholars, monastic and lay alike, in the whole Shan
State, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar. This 1s the first
time ever such an international gathering of Pali scholars taking
place here. That said, certainly the chosen theme 1tself 1s
somewhat new to the whole Theravada Buddhist academic
world: Celebrate and Honor the Life and Work of some
Influential Figures in Learning and Meditation in Theravada

Buddhism in 19" and 20" centuries.

Until we all can mvest more effort on the subject of discussion
here to reflect the dedication of our past Theravada Buddhist
masters, for now we truly believe this international Pali
speaking, conference will raise awareness of the importance of
scholarly study in the biography of key figures in the Theravada
Buddhist world and further advance the cause of Pali as the
medium of Theravada scholarly communication.

Brief Biographies of Some Influential Theravada F Igures

This booklet also contains some biographies in English of some
selected Theravada masters, mostly but not exclusively the

focus of the papers. This is generally to help introduce their life
and work to the readers and participants.



However these biographies are too short to do-justice to the
achievements of those praiseworthy masters. Despite this, we
believe that such a humble undertaking may at least help shed
more light onto this crucial area of study. Besides, this i1s also
intended to help for the non-Pah scholars to grasp the subject
matter of the discussion which they may otherwise have no

opportunity to familiarize themselves with.

Two Public Lectures

In addition to the Pali conference, there will be two special
lectures in English on the collaboration of Buddhist
mindfulness practice and science. Nowadays, mindfulness
meditation iS gaining a drastic increase of attention among the
intellectuals and educated folks in the West. New books on
meditation keep coming out and some of the old ones also get
reprinted often. The world, especially the urbamzed one, has
increasingly taken up meditation. This 1s true in both Buddhist
and non-Buddhist countries. It 1s a common sight now that
books on mindfulness meditation, tor example, by (1) the
German Theravada scholar monk, Nyanaponika Thera, (2) the
Sr1 Lankan meditation master in the USA, Bhante H.
Gunaratana Thera and (3) Zen Buddhist Master Thich Nhat
.Hanh, adorn bookshops in major atrports around the world.

In simple terms, the demand has rocketed not only among the
traditional Buddhist communities but also among the scientists
who have started publishing articles and books on mindfulness
meditation since the early 1980s. The scientist communities
worldwide published only one paper on the subject in 1982; but

eight years on the number jumps to a three digit, 228
papers/books in 1990, 353 in 2000, 397 in 2011 and 477 In
2012. A small book on mindfulness meditation by the name of
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Mindfulness Meditation Made Lasy by the Venerable Dr.
Dhammasami has been reprinted eight times for the last 15
years in Malaysia, Korea, Sr1 Lanka, Thailand and Myanmar 1n
four languages plus the Korean translation that has been made
available only online. This includes the Spanish translation by
Ricardo Guerrero that was launched at the Colegio Professional
de la Educacién in Madrid in January this year and a translation
in the Hungarian and Serbian languages published in August

and September respectively, also, this year.

To reflect this growing popularity of mindfulness meditation in
the West, the Venerable Dr. Dhammasami has requested two of
his colleagues in the field to speak on the subject. The first 1s
Prof. Padmasirt De Silva, PhD (Hawaii), of Monash University,
Australia who will be speaking on: “Exploring Embodied
Emotions and Body-Mind Reactivity; According to the
Satipatthana & Current Neurology”. Prof. de Silva, now &1,
studies the Pali Tipitaka and Western Philosophy before
working on psychotherapy in Australia. The other is Dr. Yeoh
Kar Kheng, DPhil (Oxon), School of Chemical Science,
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), Penang, Malaysia. He
graduated with a Doctor of Philosophy in Chemistry from
Oxford University, Britain where he met the Venerable Dr.
Dhammasami as a meditation teacher. He will be speaking on:
“Modern Applications of Mindfulness in Different Areas

(Psychology, Corporate, Business, Schools, etc) and the
Development of Mindfulness in Malaysia”. The two lectures

will offer two different perspectives of mindfulness meditation

practice: Prof. de Silva from a philosopher and Buddhist
scholar’s angle while Dr. Yeoh from a scientist viewpoint.
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It is the generous intention of the Venerable Dr. Dhammasami
that these two lectures on mindfulness meditation are being
organized for the public in Taunggyi. He has a concern that the
discussion at the Pali conference will be maccessible to the
majority of the people with no Pali knowledge, and decides to
arrange these lectures as a gift to the people of Taunggyi and
beyond. Indeed, the Venerable has been instrumental in
disseminating mindfulness research related information 1n
Mvyanmar; he initiated in 2011 an annual conference of
Buddhist meditation and Psychology at International Theravada
Buddhist Missionary University (ITBMU), Yangon where he
serves as a professor to inform and update Myanmar scholars on

the development of scientists’ engagement with Buddhist
mindfulness meditation.

Sadhu Sadhu Sadhu to our Collective Efforts
This international Pahi conference in Taunggyi 1s made possible

with the generosity of many people here in Myanmar and
abroad. The international and domestic air tickets for scholars
are sponsored by many devotees of the Oxford Buddha Vihara
in Britain, Singapore, Malaysia, and Myanmar. Sky Star Hotel,
My Hotel and Ruby Hotel Yangon and Shwe Kyun Hotel and
Hark Hom Hotel in Taunggyi provide free accommodation for
scholars. (1) Kusalasamaggi Dhammacakka Group (2) Thoont
Mao Social Group (3) Sujata Nangkalya Dhammacakka Group
and Numkoung Shan Parahita Assoication offer meals for the
entire period of the conference. Golden Flying Tiger (Shwe Kya

Phyan) Family, Taunggyi, donated Hand Luggages, and U Ko Ko
Aung & Daw Theen Tin Aung, Son, Mong Ming Thiha Aung, Mong
Jeyya Aung and Daughter, Ma Devi Aung, Yangon make generous

contribution for printing conference proceedings. Devotees from
monasteries in Taunggyi such as Wat Veluwan, Wat Pitaka,
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Wat Jengtung, Sathon Milaminkoon Sasanaman Aung
Meditation Center, Ganthavipassanalankara and Sumanaceti
generously provide many kinds of assistance, including
transport and volunteering. Devotees from UK, Thailand,
Singapore, Barcelona, as well as Myanmar donated financial

expense for domestic and international ticket.

The Shan State Government also provides much help including
matters related to the foundation stone laying ceremony of the
Shan State Buddhist University on 23" November 2014. This is
the first Buddhist orientated university for Shan State. The
Government of Shan State also donates saplings of 5,000
hardwood trees to be planted in Laikha, the hometown of the
Venerable Prof. K. Dhammasami to mark his 50" Birthday.

Indeed, we must record here the constant encouragement and
support that the Vice President (I) of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar, His Excellency Dr. Sai Mauk Kham and family
have been offering to the celebrations of the golden jubilee
birthday of the Venerable Prof. Dr. K. Dhammasami in general,
and this conference in particular. His Excellency’s family is the
main sponsor of the new Sangha ward constructed as part of the
birthday celebrations in the Laikha Hospital as well as of the

free eye clinics for the people during the period of the
ceiebrations.

We are grateful to all of the donors and sponsors for their
generosity, hard work and collaboration in making this
conference possible. We wish to share the joy and merits in
organizing this academic event with al] living beings. '

May the Lord‘ Buddha’s teaching last forever and spread to
every corner of the world. May peace prevail on earth.

The Organizing Committee
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The Program of
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Key Dates
Arrival of oversea delegates in Yangon
17" December Transit from Yangon to Taunggyvi by
2014 14:30 domestic thght
17" December 2014 | Dhamma Talk by Most Venerable Sitagu
19:00 Sayadaw Dr. Ashin Nyanissara, Chancellor

and Chairman of the Bord of Director, Sitagu
International Buddhist Academy, Sagaing

Venue: Veluwan Monasteryv, Taunggyi

18-19" December Conference and Public lectures
2014
20" December 2014 | Sightseeing to Inle Lake, Ywanghwe |

(Nvaung Shwe) or a day return trip to
Laikha (Lecha)
21% December 2014 | Oversea delegates departure from Taunggyi to
10:20 Yangon

22™ December 2014 | Oversea delegates departure from Yangon
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The 50t Birthday Celebration of
Ven.Prof.Dr.Khammai Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford)

Programme
Thursday, 18 December 2014 at the Aggasitalankara Conference

Hall, Veluwan Monastery, Taunggyi, Shan State, Myanmar
Morning Session

06:30-7:30 hrs Breakfast at Veluwan Monaste

07:30-8:00 hrs Arrival of Mahasamgha and Delegates at the
Aggasitalankira Conference Hall

08:00-09:30 Opening ceremony

08:00-08:05 Lighting lamp by the Most Venerable Vijaya
Mahathera, Abbot, Veluwan Monastery, Taunggyi

Reciting Namo tassa in homage to the Buddha
led By Venerable Revata Dhammakathika,

Advisory Committee, The 1™ International Pali
Conference in Shan State, Wat Mwe Taw, Murng
Kueng, Shan State, Myanmar

08:10-08:20 Sammodaniyakatha (Opening Speech) by Most

- My -

Ven. Dr. Panfidananda, Chairman of Shan State

Sangha Council and Deputy General Secretary of

' the State Samgha Mahanayaka Committee of
Myanmar

Opening Speech by Most Venerable Sitagu
Sayadaw Dr. Ashin Nyanissara, Chancellor and
Chairman of the Bord of Director, Sitagu
International Buddhist Academy, Sagain

08:30-08:40 Sammodaniyakatha (Opening Speech) by Most
Venerable Phra Dhammapundit, Abbot, Rama 9
Golden Jubilee Temple and Member of the
Supreme Sangha Council of Thailand, Advissory

Committee of the 1* International Pali Conference
In Shan State, Mvanmar

Sﬂan‘lmodaniyakathﬁ (Opening Speech) by
T'ipitakadhara Sayadaw Venerable
Gandhamalalankara

\VFIFome Speech by Sao Aung Myat, The Chief
Minister of Shan State, Myanmar

08:05-08:10

08:20-08:30

08:40-08:50

08:50-09:00
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09:00-09:10 Pathakatha (Keynote Speech) by Ven. M.
Wimalagnana, Senior Lecturer, Postgraduate
Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University
of Kelaniya, Sr1 Lanka

Offering gifts by Sao Aung Myat, The Chief

10-00-2 <y
09:10-09:20 Minister of Shan State, Myanmar

MC: Ven. Devinda, Dhammacariyva,PhD
Candidate, Mahidol University, Bangkok,
Thailand

Ven. Vicitta,Dhammacariya, MA (Kelaniya)
Taung Pauk Monastery, Mawlamyine

A0-00 2 Opening Photo exhibition of Influential Figures
09:20-09:30 in Theravada Buddhism

» Chanting Jayanto gatha by Mahasamgha
Led by Ven. Dr. P. Gnanarama, Principal,
Pali and Buddhist College of Singapore

» Opening Photo Exhibition by Sao Aung
Myat, The Chiet Minister of the Shan
State and Dr. R. Panth, Director, Nava
Nalanda Mahavihar, India

MC: Ven.Vicitta, Dhammacariya, MA(Kelaniya)

Ven. Mahosadhalankara, Dhammacariya,
Mahaganthavacakapandita, PhD candidate
(Peradeniya)

09:30-09:40 Group Photo

AOLOQ. Mahasamgha and Delegates Returning Back to
09:40 09'_'50 Aggasitalankara Conference Hall

210 Paper reading session I
(9:50-10:40 Influential Figures in Learning (Pariyatti




The 50t Birthday Celebration of

Ven.Prof.Dr.Khammai Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford)
r
Moderator: Ven. Prof. Dr. K. Dhammasami,
Professor ITBMU, Myanmar & Fellow &
Buddhist Chaplain at University of Oxford, UK

MC: Ven. Nanasamilankira, MA (Kelaniya),
MPhil Candidate, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka

1. Most Ven Dr. P. Gnanarama, PhD, D.Litt,
Principal of Pali and Buddhist College, Smgapore

Sankhepavasena Buddhadatta-mahaniyaka

mahatherassa apadanam (4ggamahapandita
Ven. Polwatte Buddhadatta Mahanayaka Thera

(1887-1962) of Sri Lanka: Professor of Pali,
Author and a Leader of the Sixth Buddhist
Council)

2. Dr. R. Panth, Director, Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara (Deemed University)

Nalanda, Bihar, India: Mah&atherassa
Jagadisakassapassa Jivanto Kittithambho ca
Navandlanda mahaviharo (Mahathera Ven.
JagdishKashyap (1908 -1976) of India and His
life achievement — Nava Nalanda Makavihara)

10:30-11:00 Scholars Tree Planting Marking the Occasion

Acariyapija

» Amival of all Venerables, Selected
Distinguished Acariya Theras and Staff
members led by Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammat
Dhammasami at Dhammarama Hall.

Veluwan Monastery, Taunggyi, Shan
State, Myanmar

All Staff members led by Ven. Prof. Dr.
Khammai Dhammasami paying respect

12:00-12:30

»
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12:30-13:00

13:00-14:40 hrs

to Ven. Selected Distinguished Acariya
Theras with vandanakatha, "Vandami
bhante sabbam aparadham etc.”

MC: Ven. Mahosadhalankara (Dhammacariya,
Mahaganthavacakapandita), PhD candidate, ;
Universitv of Peradeniya), Sri Lanka 1
Arrival of Mahasamgha and Delegates at the

Aggasitalankara Conterence Hall

Paper reading session Il
Influential Figures in Learning (Pariyatti)
Moderator Prof. Ratna Wyetunge, Ph.D, Post

graduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies,

University of Kelaniya,Sr1 Lanka
MC: Ven. Dr. M. Khemananda, MCU, Thailand '

!

1. Ven. M. Vimalagfiana, Postgraduate Institute
of Pali and Buddhist Studies, University of
Kelaniya, Sr1 Lanka: Vijjedayaparivene
pathama rambhako- Sirisumangalayatissaro
(Venerable Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala Thera

(1827- 1911) of Sri Lanka: The Founder of
Vidvodaya Pirivena Institute in Sri Lanka)

2. Ven. Nanasamilankira, MA (Kelaniya), MPhil

- Candidate, Peradeniya S Lanka:

Dhammodayavihare Nevasiko Ajeyya
Mahathero (Aggamahapandita Venerable
Ajevva (1927-) of Shan State. Myanmar

Founder of Pariyatti examinations in a vernacular
language in Kengtung, Shan State, Myanmar)

3. Ven. Dr. M. Wyithadhamma, Umiversity of Sri
Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka: PhD (Pah),
Senmior Lecturer, Dept. of Pali and Buddhist

Studies, University of Sr1 Jayewardenepura,
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The 50t Birthday Celebration of

Ven.Prof.Dr.Khammai Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford)

14:40-15:00 hrs

15:00 -17:05
hrs

Nugegoda, Sri Lanka: Yatramulle
Dhammarama Mahatthero (1829-1872):
Ekiinavisatime Voharasatavasse Siri Lankaya
Yuropiyanim Pili Acariyo (Ven. Yatramulle
Dharmarama (1829-1872) of Sri Lana: The Pali
Teacher of Europeans in 19 " Century Sri Lanka)

4. Ven. Dr. W. Piyaratana, Lecturer,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
Thailand: Ko Pandyam Rdhulo?
(Aggamahapandita Venerable Prof. Walpola
Rahula (1907-1997) of Sri Lanka: An
Internationally Known Scholar and Buddhist
Leader)

Tea break

Paper reading session 11

Influential Figures in learning (Pariyatti)
Moderator: Ven. Phra Dr. Somlak

Gandhasarabhivamsa, Abbot of Wat Ta Ma-Oh,
Lampang, Thailand

MC: Ven. Sthanadalankara, BA, MA (Kelaniya),
Mangala Yan Aung Meditation Center, Mumng
Nong, Shan State, Myanmar.

I. Most Ven. Dr. Jnanapurnika Mahathera, Chief
Abbot, Founder Principal, Vishwa Shanti Vihar,
Theravada Buddhist Academy, Kathmandu.,
Nepal: Buddhassa Vijatabhami
Nepilaratthassa Aggassa Paiicamassa Sangha
niyakassa Buddhaghosa mahiatheravarassa
Theruppattikatha (Chief Samghanayaka
Buddhaghosa Mahasthavir (1921- 2071 )-Nepal: A4
Scholar. Author and Buddhist Leader who
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sk rink whFnarbing

Revived Theravada Buddhism in Nepal)

2. Mr. Aruna K. Gamage, Lecturer, Dept of Pali
and Buddhist Studies, University of Kelaniya, Sri
Lanka: Anandametteyya-jin'attaj'indo
(Aggamahapandita, Abhidhajamaharattha guru
Venerable Balangoda Ananda Maitreya (1896 —
1998) of Sri Lanka.: A Scholar, Unifier and
Leader of the Sixth Buddhist Council)

3. Ven. Devinda (Dhammacariya), PhD
Candidate, Mahidol University, Bangkok,
Thailand: Marammaratthe pariyatti-patipatti-
visdradassa Ledi Sayadaw'ti visuttassa

therassa saiikkhepappavatti
(Venerable Ledi Sayadaw U Nanadhaja (1846-

1923), Myanmar: A Great Meditation Master and
an Internationally Known Author)

4. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Banjob Bannaruji,
Mahachulalorngkonrajavidyalaya University,
Thailand: Payutto Mahathero

Syamaratthassa:Nandvidesesu Paiiiiito
santibhavassa UNESCO-dayam Dinno Dhiro
(Venerable P. A. Pavutto (Brahmagunabhorn)

(1938- ) of Thailand: Internationally Known
Scholar and Winner of UNESCO Prize for Peace
Education -1994)

5. Ven. Dr. M. Khemananda, Lecturer,
Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
Thailand: Sasanajotako Buddhadaso
(Buddhadasa Bhikkhu (1906 —1993) of Thailand:
Who Revitalized the Dhamma in Modern Time
and A UNESCO Personality of the Century)
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The 50t Birthday Celebration of
Ven.Prof.Dr.Khammai Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford)

17:05 -18:00 Soft drink for Samgha & dinner for laity
hrs

Public Lecture

Banquet Hall, Shan Literary and Cultural Association, Taunggyi

Arrival of Mahasamgha and Delegates at the
18:00-18:30 Banquet Hall

Welcome Speech by Sai Loong Seng, The
Chairman of Shan State Parliament, Shan State,
Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Introductory Speech by Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammat
Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford), University of
Oxford, UK, Professor ITBMU
Lecture on: “Embodied Emotions & Body-
mind Reactivity: According to the

Satipafthina & Current Neurology”

by Prof. Padmasin de Silva, PhD (Hawaii),
University of Monash, Australia

20:30-21:00 Local Cultural Performance

MC: Ven. Paiiiabhoga (Dhammacariya), PhD
Candidate, Mahidol University, Thailand &

18:30-18:45

18:45:19:00

19:00 -20:30hrs

Ven. Dr. Seng Hurng Narinda (Dhammacariya),
Ph.D (Peradeniya), Lecturer,

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
Bangkok, Thailand

MC(C:

Friday, 19 December 2014 — Aggasitalankiara Conference Hall
Veluwan Monastery ,

06:30-07:30 hrs Breakfast at Veluwan Monastery

07:30-08:00 hrs Arnval of Mahasamgha and Delegates at the




The Program of

The First International Pali Coference in Shan State

08:00-09:40 hrs

Agas‘i‘talaﬁéra Conference Hall

Conference Session 1V

Influential Figures in Learning (Pariyatti)
Moderator: Mr. Aruna K. Gamage, Lecturer,
Department of Pali and Buddhist Studies,
University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka

| MC: . Ven. Mahosadhalankira, Ph.D Candidate

University of Peradeniya, Sri1 Lanka

l. Prof. Ratna Wijetunge, PhD, Postgraduate
Institute of Pal and Buddhist Studies, University
of Kelaniya, Sr1 Lanka: Siri Lankayam
Samghaneta Vajiramavasi Narada Maha
Thero (Narada Maha Thera (1898 —1983) of Sri

Lanka: An Internationally Renowned Dhamma
Exponent from Sri Lanka)

2. Phra Maha Dr. Chatchai, Head of

Euducational Administration, Mahamakut
University, Thailand: Sangharajanidanakatha
(Somdet Phramaha Samana Chao
(Vajiranyanavarorasa) (1860-1921) of
Thailand: The 10" Supreme Patriarch of
Thailand who helped Institutionalize Thai
Buddhism, Author of Naktham textbooks and
Founder of Mahamakut Buddhist University)

3. Dr. Vijittha Kumara, Lecturer, Faculty of
Social Science & Humanities, Mahidol
University, Thailand: Sthaladipe Vadibhasiho:
Mohottivatte Guninandassa
Mahayativarassa Apadanam (The Biography
of Venerable Mohottivatte Gunananda (182 3-
1890) of Sri Lanka: The Indomitable Buddhist
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Debater in Ceyvion)

4. Ven. Prof. Dr. K. Dhammasami, Professor
ITBMU, Myanmar & Fellow & Buddhist
Chaplain at University of Oxford, UK: Bhikkhu
Bodhi Mahathero (1944 - ): Tepitakam
Palibhasaya Angalisabhdsam Abhinava-
parivattako Mahapandito (Venerable Bhikkhu
Bodhi (1944- ) of USA: One of the Best-known
Tipitaka Translators of Our Time)

09:40:10:00 Break time

10:00—-11:15 hrs

Conterence Session V
Influential Figures in Learning (Pariyatti)

Moderator: Dr. R. Panth, Director, Nava

Nalanda Mahavihara (Deemed University)
Nalanda, Bihar, India

MC: Phra Maha Dr. Chatchai, Head of
Educational Admimstration, Mahamakut
Buddhist University, Bangkok, Thailand

. Ven. Mahosadhalankara, Ph.D Candidate
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka:

Syamamandale Samghamahanakassa

Tipikam Syamabhasaparivattane
parindyakassa Paifidibhogamahaitherassa
pavatti

(Samgha Mahanayaka Venerable Pannabhoga of
Murng Su (1892-1971), Shan Srate, Mvanmar:

The Leader of the Tipitaka Translation into
Tai/Shan)

2. Ven. Prf)f. Dr. Therinda, State Pariyatti
Sasana University, Yangon, Myanmar: Mahaisi
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theravarassa gunanubhavappatisamyuttd
sarakathi
(Aggamahapandita Mahasi Sayadaw (1904—

1982) of Myanmar: A Meditation Master and
Leader of the Sixth Buddhist Council)

3. Prof. Dr. Mahesh Deokar, Pune
University,India: Vipassanaya aggadiito
saccanarayano goyanka (S. N. Goenka (1924 —
2013) of Myanmar/India: A noted Burmese-
Indian Teacher Who Reintroduced Vipassana
Meditation to India and Beyond)

4. Ven.Sumanalankara, (Dhammacariya) Nam
Jet Lin Monastery, Kyawk Mae, Shan State,
Myanmar: Aggamahapandita
Abhidhajamahiratthaguru Tipitakadhara
Mingun Sayadaw’ti Pakatassa Vicittasara
bhivamsa mahather uppattikathaya
pindattho (Aggamahapandita
Abhidhajamaharatthaguru Tipitakadhara
Venerable Mingun Sayadaw U
Vicittasarabhivamsa (1911-1993) of Myanmar:
A Leader of the Sixth Buddhist Council and
Founder of Two Modern Buddhist Universities)

11:15-12:00 hrs Luncheon

Arrival of Scholars & Delegates at Conference
Hall

12:00-12:30

F

Conference Session VI
Influential Figures in Learning (Pariyatti) and
Meditation (Patipatti)

12:30-14:10 hrs

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Banjob Bannaruj,

11
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Mahachulalorngkonrajavidyalaya
University, Thailand

MC: Ven. Nigrodha, Lecturer, Theravada
Buddhist Academy, Kathmandu, Nepal

1. Phra Maha Pranom Dhammalankaro, Wat
Chakdaeng, Thailand: Bodhifianattherassa
atthuppattikatha (4djahn Cha (1918-1992) of
Thailand: Meditation Master Who Spread his
Thai Forest Tradition in the West)

2. Ven. Sthanadalankara, BA, MA (Kelaniya),
Mangala Yan Aung Meditation Center, Murmng
Nong, Shan State, Myanmar: Aggamahapandita
Murng Nongvasi- Pandita mahinayakassa
therupattikatha

(Aggamahapandita Venerable Pandira of Murng

Nong (1912-1989 ) of Shan Srate, Myanmar: A
Vipassana Meditation Master, Who Spread

Vipassana Meditation among the Shan People in
Mvanmar)

3. Ven. J. Dhammaloka, BA (Peradeniya),
M.Phil Candidat, Department of Classical
Languages, University of Petadeniya, Sri Lanka:
Sirilankadipe vipassanibhavanam pattharane
atipujaniyassa Rerukiane
Candawimalamahatherassa dayakattam (Ven.

Rerukane Chandawimala Thero, (1 897-1996) of

Sri Lanka: the Teacher of the Vipassana
Meditation in Sri Lanka)

{l. Ven. Panditasiri, Lecturer, International
Theravada Buddhist Missionary University,

Yangon, Mvanmar: (Ag ramahapandita Mogok
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Sayadaw U Vimala (1 899-] 962) of Myanmar: A
great Vipassana Meditation Master of Myanmar)

14:10-13:30 hrs Group Photo
15:00-15:30 Moderators Report

Cloing ceremony
» Presenting the certificate by Most Ven. Dr.

Pafifananda, Chairman of Shan State Sangha
Council and Deputy General Secretary of the
State Samgha Mahanayaka Committee of
Myanmar '

» Closing Remark by Ven. Phra
Sophonvachirabhomn (Sawai Chotiko),
Thailand Advisory Commttee , Deputy
Rector for Féreign Affairs,
Mahachulalongkom Rajavidyalaya
15:30-17:00 hrs University, Bangkok, Thailand

Votes of thank by Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammat
Dhammasami. DPhil (Oxford), University of
Oxford, UK

\ Y

»~ Sharing of Meritorious deed

|

MC: Ven. Nanasamilankara (Dhammacariya),
MPhil Candidate (Peradeniya), Sr1 Lanka

Ven. Panifiabhoga (Dhammacanya), PhD
| Candidate, Mahidol University, Bangkok,
Thailand

17:00-18:00 Soft drink & dinner

13
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Public Lecture

l Banquet Hall, Shan Literary and Cultural Association, Taunggyi

18:00-18:30

18:30-45:00

18:45-19:00

19:00-20:30

MC:

l

Arrival of all participants at the Banquet Hall,
Shan Literary and Cultural Association,

Taunggy

Welcome Speech by Mr. Sao Thao, Patron of
Shan Literary and Cultural Association,

Taunggyi
Introductory Speech by Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammat

Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford), University of
Oxford, UK, Professor ITBMU

Lecture on: “Modern Applications of

Mindfulness in Different Areas and the
Development of Mindfulness in Malaysia”

by Dr. Yeoh Kar Kheng, DPhil (Oxford),
School of Chemical Science, Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM), Penang, Malaysia

MC: Ven.Vicitta (Dhammacariya), MA
(Kelaniya),Taung Pauk Monastery, Mawlamyine

Ven. Dr.Nawkhamla Dhammasami, PhD
(Peradeniya), Lecturer.

Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University,
Bangkok, Thailand
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Saturday, 20 December 2014

A trip to Laikha, Hometown of Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammai
Dhammasami or a trip to the famous Inle Lake and Phaung-Taw-Oo
Temple, In Ywanghwe (Nyaung Shwe)

05:30 | Leaving Taunggyi for Laikha or

08:00 Leaving for Inle Lake B
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Theravada Buddhasasanasobhana

Short Biographies
of

Influential Figurs in Learning or Meditation

in Theravada Buddhism in 19-20" Centuries

Collected by the Organizing Committee
The First International Pali Conference in Shan State
Organaized by Shan State Sangha Council
in Honour of the 50" Birthday Celebration of
Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammai Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford)
Veluwan Monastery, Taunggyi, Shan State, Myanmar

18-19 December 2558/2014




Short Biographies of Influential Figures

in Theravada Buddhism in 19-20% Centuries

Venerablz Ledi Sayadaw
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Venerable Ledi Sayadaw, who is widely known to scholars and
common people alike for his outstanding writings on difficult
topics on Dhamma in lucid and clear style, was also one of the
foremost in preaching the Dhamma among the masses during
British Burma. It was not only for his writing that he 1s known,
but for his meditation too. In fact, he blends the doctrinal
aspect, studying the scriptures by heart (pariyatti), and practical
aspect, practicing the contents of scriptures (patipaiti) to the
fullest.

He was born on 1™ December, 1846 as Maung Tat Khaung. His
father was U Tun Tha and mother Daw Kyene of Saing-pyin
Village, 1n Sagaing Divison of northern Myanmar. He was sent
to his village monastery at the age of ten. After five years of
monastic education, he was ordained as a novice (samanera)
under Sayadaw U Nandadhaja, the chief monk of that
monastery, and was renamed as Nanadhaja. He, however, will
not be known with this name in the later part of his life.

On 20 April 1866, at the age of 20, U Nanadhaja was given
higher ordination (upasampada) under his old teacher Sayadaw
U Nandadhaja. The following year he went Mandalay for his
higher monastic education and stayed at Mangala Sankyaung
Taik. Mangala Sankyaung Taik was one of the four hundred
monasteries built by King Mindon when he shifted his capital
from Amarapura to Mandalay. There, U Nanadhaja studied
under cminent teachers like Sankyaung Sayadaw, who is
tamous for translating Visuddhimagga into  Burmese,
Makutarama Sayadaw, Salin Sayadaw and many other scholar-
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monks. U Nanadhaja had thoroughly learned the Pitakas,
Atthakathas and Tikas from those eminent Sayadaws.

In 1871, the Fifth Buddhist Council (Pasicama Sarngayana) was
held in Mandalay, sponsored by King Mindon, where over 600
selected monks attended. The monks recited entire tipiraka in
that Council to verify and authenticate the texts. The
authenticated texts were later inscribed in marble slabs and
housed 1t under small pagodas surrounding the Kuthodaw
Pagoda at the foot of Mandalay Hill. It is said that U Nanadhaja
chanted the Fifth Book of Abhidhamma, the Kathavatthu, from

his memory, without any aid, and later had helped in editing the
Abhidhamma texts.

He had spent sixteen years in Sankyaung Taik — nine years as a
student and seven years as a teacher. He was a bright student of
that monastery and that can be seen from the fact that when the
Sayadaw of that monastery asked 2000 of his students to answer
on twenty questions set out in Pali on perfections (paramis) ot a
Buddha, a Pacceka-Buddha, and Savakas, none of them could
answer except U Nanadhaja. Those answers were later collected
and published in 1880 in his first book — Parami-dipani (The
Manual ot Perfection).

After the death of King Mindon, in 1878, his son, Prince
Thibaw ascended the throne of Mandalay Palace. It was during
his fourth years’ reign that devastated fires spread in Mandalay
and engulfed many historical buildings, and damage the capital
extensively, including the Royal Palace and Sankyaung Taik. In
that fire, U Nanadhaja had lost many of his precious books and
notes. Thereafter, U Nanadhaja, in 1882, decided to leave

LI ER L - AL N LR L L)
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Mandalay for Monywa, a small district town situated on the
river Chindwin, in Upper Myanmar.

In Monywa, he stayed at U Wine Monastery, where he taught
Pali grammar and Abhidhamma to bhikkhus and samaneras,
who came from different monasteries to learn from him. In
Mandalay, soon after the Second Anglo-Burmese War, in 1385,
British conquered Burma, and King Thibaw was exiled to India.

After teaching for many years, U Nanadhaja lately made up his
mind to lead a secluded life and devote more time in intensive
meditation. Thus, in 1886, he retreated to nearby forest known
as Ledi, north of Monywa. There, he used to live under the
shade of trees, as a forest dweller. Later, his old and new
students too followed him to the forest and requested him to
teach the scriptures and about Vipassana meditation. Human
habitation gradually increased in Ledi forest and many small
huts (kuris) started to spring up housing all those who came
there to live and learn. Those groups of small huts would later
come to be known as Ledi monastery. Henceforth, U

B

Nanadhaja, drawing its name from that monastery will become
tamous as Ledi Sayadaw.

Having based himself in that monastery, Led Sayadaw wrote
many books in a very simple and plain language, which appeal
scholars and non-scholars alike. He had clarified many abstruse
and complicated points of Dhamma through his writings and
had corrected many errors that had crept mmto some early

writings. He, at the same time. travelled throughout Myanmar to
preach Dhamma and led vipassana meditation retreat.




The 50™ Birthday Celebration of
Ven. Prof. Dr. Khammai Dhammasami, DPhil (Oxford)

The British government, in 1911, noted his contribution in the
field of Buddhist scriptures and popularizing the vipassana
meditation among renunciates and laymen alike, and honoured
him by conferring the title of ‘Aggamahapandita’ on him. He
was also awarded a Doctorate of Literature (honoris causa) by
the University of Rangoon.

He passed away on 27" June, 1923, at the age of 77, in
Pyinmana, between Rangoon and Mandalay.

Some of his notable works:
In Pali:

Paramattha-dipant or Abhidhammattha-sangaha Mana Tika
Nirutti-dipant
Anu-dipani

. Sasanasampattidipant

. Patthanuddesadipani
. Sammaditthidipant
. Padhana Sutta

9. Anattavibhavana.

1.
2
3
4
S. Sasanavipattidipani
6
7
8

10. Yamaka Puccha Visajjana
| 1. Nivamadipani
12. Vipassanadipani

English Translations:

13. A Manual of the Excellent Man (Uttamapurisa Dipani),
(BPS, Kandy, Sr1 Lanka, 2000)
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14. A Manual of Mindfulness of Breathing (Anapana Dipani),

(BPS, Kandy, Sri Lanka, W.P. No. 431/432)

15. The Manual f Insight (Vipassana Dipani), (BPS, Kandy, Sri

Lanka, W.P. No. 31/32)

16. The Buddhist Philosophy of Relations (Patthanuddesa

Dipani), (BPS, Kandy, Sri Lanka, W.P. No. 331/333)

7. The Manuals of Buddhism, (Sri Satguru Publications, Delhi,

1997)

8. The Requisites of Enlightenment (Bodhipakkhiya Dipani),

(BPS, Kandy, Snn Lanka, W.P. No. 171/174)

References:

|. A Manual of Mindfulness of Breathing (Anapana Dipani),
(BPS, Kandy, Sri Lanka, W.P. No. 431/432)

2. The Manuals of Buddhism, (Sri Satguru Publications, Delhi,
1997)

3. Partyatti:
hup /Awww . parivatti.ore/Resources/ Treasures/VenLediSaya
daw tabid/205/Default.aspx

4. Vipassana Research Institute, lgatpuri, India:
hupzwwwaridhamma.org/Teachers-2

3.

Wikipedia: hup.//en.wikipedia.org/w iki/l.edi Savadaw
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Venerable Mahasi Sayadaw
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The Venerable Sobhana Mahathera, famously known as Mahasi
Sayadaw, was one of the most eminent meditation masters of
modern times and a prominent figure in the contemporary
resurgence of Vipassana meditation in Myanmar. Instead of
concentrating on in-and-out breathing, he teaches concentrating
on the rising and falling of abdomen, a fundamental shift.

Born on 29" July 1904 at Seikkhun village about seven miles
from the district town of Shwebo in Upper Myanmar, he at the
age of 6 began his studies at a monastic school in his village.
Soon he was ordained as a novice (samanera) at the age of
twelve, receiving the name ‘Sobhana’. And at the age of twenty,
he was given higher ordination (upasampadd) in his village
monastery.

In the fourth year of his Bhikkhu Ordination, he proceeded to
Mandalay, noted for its pre-eminence in Buddhist studies,
where he continued his further studies under various monks of
high scholastic fame. He passed the Government Pal
Examinations in the following three successive years in all the
three classes (lower, middle and higher). After completing his
studies, he went to Moulmein where he taught the Buddhist

scriptures at a monastery known as ‘Taung-wain-galay Taik
Kyaung’.

Having taught and stayed in Moulmein for four years, in 1931,
he left Moulmein taking bare requisites of a monk with him for
Thaton, seeking to enhance the theoretical and practical aspects
of meditational practices. At Thaton, he met the well-known

it il il
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meditation instructor, the Venerable U Narada, also known as
Mingun Jetawun Sayadaw, who taught him the 1nsight
meditation practices. Besides him there were many other monks
who practised insight meditation trom Mingun Jetawun
Sayadaw. Those monks afterwards would spread the insight
meditation to different parts of Myanmar, applying their own

techniques.

After studying for many years in Thaton, he was urgently asked
to return back to Moulmein where the aged Sayadaw was
seriously sick, and was not long ago passed away. But there too
he could not stay long as in 1941 during the Second World War
the Japanese invaded Burma, and his monastery which was
adjacent to airstrip was asked to evacuate immediately, so he
returned back to his native village. It was in fact a welcome
opportunity for him who always wanted to go back to his
village and 10 devote whole-heartedly to his own in practicing
vipassana meditation and at the same time to teach others.

Back n his home village, he took residence at a monastery
known as Mahasi Kyaung, which is a Burmese word for a ‘very
big drum’ because of an unusually large size of a drum that was

housed there. It is from that monastery that the Sayadaw’s
popular name, Mahasi Sayadaw is derived.

It was during this period, in 1945, that the Sayadaw wrote his
great work, Manual of Vipassana Meditation, a comprehensive
and authoritative treatise expounding both the doctrinal and the
practical aspects of the Satipatthana method of meditation. This
work of two volumes was written by him in just seven months.

So tar. only one chapter of this work, the fifth, has been
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translated into English and is published under the title
‘Practical Insight Meditation: Basic and Progressive Stages’.

Very soon his reputation as an able teacher of insight meditation
spread far and wide and had attracted attention from many
prominent personalities. In 1949, the then prime Minister of
Burma, U Nu, invited the Sayadaw to come to Rangoon to teach
meditation. He accepted the invitation and took up residence at
the newly established meditation centre, known as Sasana
Yeiktha Meditation Centre. The Sayadaw continued to live and
conduct Vipassana meditation courses in that centre until his
death in 1982. Basing from that Centre he trained hundreds of
monks and laymen in insight meditation and many branches of
his meditation centre have been spread out and established in
Myanmar and abroad.

Besides Burmese meditators, many Westerners too were
attracted towards his meditation technique. Having practised
under him they established themselves as prominent meditation
teachers in their respective countries. The famous Insight
Meditation Society (IMS) in Barre, Massachusetts, United
~ States is one such retreat centre which he helped in founding
when he was there in 1979,

During the Sixth Buddhist Council (Chattha Sangayana) held in
Rangoon from 1954 to 1956, to coincide with the two thousand
and five hundred years after the parinibbana of the Buddha, he
acted as the duties of Questioner (pucchaka), a central role n
clarifying and preserving the Buddhist teachings. He was one of
the Final Editors of the canonical texts, which were recited and
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texts that were to be recited.

outside the country

. A Discourse on Lokadhamma
(second edition, 2000)

2. A Discourse on Samma Paribbajaniya Sutta, tr.
(Tet Toe) (second edition, 1997)

3. A Discourse on Ariyavasa, tr. U
editio n. 1992 2)

4. Ovadakatha, tr. U S una 1 9C

Practical Insight Meditation: B
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10. The Wheel of Dhamma (Dhammacakappavattana Sufta),
(reprinted 2000)

11. To Nibbdana via the Noble Eightfold Path, tr. U Hun Fatt
(Maung Htin) (1980) |

2. Vipassana: Spiritual Insight, tr. Dr. Ko Gy1 (1994)

References:

|. Mahasi Abroad (2000)

2. America Burma Buddhist Association, Brooklyn, USA:
htip: savadaw . htm|
3. Mahasi Sasana Yeiktha, Yangon, Myanmar:
http://www.mahast.org. mny/

4. Insight Meditation Online:
hitp://www.buddhanet.net/mahabio.htm
5. Mpyanmar Net:

htt marnet.co.uk/dhamma/mahasi/mahasi.htm
6. Wikipedia: htip://en. wikipedia.ore/wiki/Mahast Savadaw

Awww . mahasiusa. ore

JIwww.mvan
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Venerable Mingun Sayadaw

Guinness Book of Records holder for human memory, Mingun
Sayadaw was also first-ever to be honoured by the Burmese
government with the title of ‘ Tipitakadhara’ (the bearer of three

nitakas) for his exceptional memory power of reciting the whole
canonical texts from his memory.

Mingun Sayadaw was born on 1* November, 1911 as a second
child of U Hson and Daw Hsin in Kyeebin Village, of
Myingyan town in Central Myanmar. His grandfather, who was
a medical practitioner and astrologer, and his first teacher on
Buddhist chanting, selected Maung Yan Shin as his name, but
was rather affectionately called Maung Khin by his family and
friends.

When Maung Khin reached the age of 7, his parents sent him to
Min-kyaung Monastery, in Myingyan, where the young boy
studied under Sayadaw U Sobhita. At the age of 10, he was
given ordination (samanera) under the same Sayadaw, and was
given a Dhamma name as Vicittasara. He had studied there for
ten years, until he left tor Dhammananda Monastery in Mingun,

Sagaing. It was in that monastery that U Vicittasara, under the

guldance of Sayadaw U Pafifiacakka, studied the whole Tipitaka
texts with its commentaries and sub-commentaries.

In 1930, Daw Dhammacari, a learned nun of Mingun and Sir U
Thwin, a wealthy philanthropist of Rangoon sponsored his

higher ordination (upasampada) in the same monastery of
Mingun under Sayadaw U Padiacakka. Since then Daw
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Dhammacari became his spiritual mother and Sir U Thwin his
fatherly supporter for the rest of his religious life. In 1937, when
his preceptor, Sayadaw U Paffiacakka passed away, U
Vicittasara was asked to take charge of the monastery. From
that time till his death in 1992, he continued to stay in that
monastery, and drew the name Mingun Sayadaw, from the place
where he lived.

Mingun Sayadaw had a gifted memory and since his novice-
hood, he passed all the examinations with top marks. In 1933,
he was conferred the title of Pahtamakvaw, and in 1934, the
Maha Sanghasamaggi Association, which conducted the
religious examinations conferred the suffix Abhivamsa to his
name, and since then he was known as Bhadanta U
Vicittasarabhivamsa. The same year he passed the
Dhammacariya Examination held by Panyatti Sasanahita
Association of Mandalay. The examination is believed to be one
of the toughest, which normally takes three years to pass, but
Mingun Sayadaw cleared it in a year.

But the coveted prize, which made him famous, came n 1953
when he passed the Tipitakadhara Examination which he was
trying to clear since 1950. It earned him the title of
‘Tipitakadhara Dhammabhandagarika’, and thus became first-
ever monk to do so after its introduction. It is one of the
toughest and most challenging examinations, as one has to
memorise whole tipitaka and recite it entirely by heart. In
addition, one has to pass written examination on tipitaka texts
and its commentaries. It was due to this that Guinness Book of
Records recorded in 1985 that Sayadaw has a rare eidetic
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memory who recited 16,000 pages of Buddhist canonical texts
in 1954.

When the Sixth Buddhist Council was held in Rangoon from
1954-56, he alongside Mahasi Sayadaw played key role 1n
Sangha Executive Committee. Mahasi Sayadaw who acted as
questioner (pucchaka) in the deliberation, Mingun Sayadaw was
the respondent (visajjaka) on all three portions of the canon. He
was later assigned the task of editing the final approved version

of the canonical texts.

After the Council, at the request of U Nu, the then Prime
Minister of Burma, Sayadaw began work on a treatise on the
life of the Buddha, titled Maha Buddhavamsa, resulted in 6
volumes and 8 books, commencing from 1955 to 1960. This
book 1s considered a masterpiece in Sayadaw’s literary work.

In 1979, under the rule of General Ne Win, the government
conferred the title of ‘Aggamahdapandita’. The next year, in
order to rein different Buddhist sects, the government formed
the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee in which Sayadaw
was clected as Chief Advisor of the Committee. The Committee
acts as the Supreme Authority on Buddhist religious affairs of

the country. It is also responsible for growth and development
of Buddhasasana.

The Committee, in its first meeting, took a resolution to
introduce Pariyatti Education Scheme in Myanmar, which laid
the ftoundation for the establishment of Panyatti Sasana
University. Mingun Sayadaw, who has vast experiences 1In
literary fields and was well-connected with people of means,
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solicits donations from different quarters to build required
infrastructures to open the university. It was due to his sustained
effort that in June 1986, the first Pariyatti S3sana University
was opened in Rangoon and in August it opened in Mandalay.

In honour of his deep and extensive learning, faultless moral
conduct, and immense contribution in the field of education and
propagation of Sasana, the government in 1984 conferred the
highest degree of the country, the ‘Abhidhajamaharatthaguru’.

He passed away on gt February, 1993, at the age of 81.

Some of his notable works:

The Great Chronicles of Buddhas, Vol 1, Part |
The Great Chronicles of Buddhas, Vol 1, Part /
The Great Chronicles of Buddhas, Vol 2, Part |
The Great Chronicles of Buddhas. Vol 3
The Great Chronicles of Buddhas. Vol 4
The Great Chronicles of Buddhas, Vol 5
The Great Chronicles of Buddhas, Vol 6, Part I
The Great Chronicles of Buddhas, Vol 6. Part 2
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References:

|. In Honour of Mingun Sayadaw’s 80’ " Birthday (Tipitaka
Nikaya Ministrative Organization, 1990):

http://dhammadownload.com/File-

Library/MinGunSayadawGyvi/MinGunSayvadawG yi-
SOthBIRTHD.pdt

2. Wikipedia: hitp://en.wikipedia.org/wiky

Mingun davadaw
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all.htm
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Venerable Mogok Sayadaw
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Venerable U Vimala, better known as ‘Mogok Sayiadaw’, was
one of the renowned meditation masters who contributed to the
legacy of Vipassana meditation in 20" century Burma. His
meditation technique involves looking at things as they arise
and pass away (anicca), which is an extension of the theory of
Dependent Arising (paticcasamuppada).

He was born Maung Hla Bow on 27" December 1899 to U
Aung Tun and Daw Shwe Eik, in U Yin Daw Village near
Amarapura, in Mandalay. He was sent to the village monastery
and at the age of 9 received ordination (samanera) under the
preceptor-ship of Sayadaw U Jagara.

He had his early monastic education in his village monastery. A
sharp and smart student he was that whatever teachers taught
him once he quickly retained it in his memory. He was,
therefore, loved by his teachers and devotees of that village, and
whenever he went out for alms-begging he received more alms
than anyone. For that reason, he was nicknamed as ‘modern
Sivalr’.

One day when the young novice was drying his robe in open arr,
it is said that a swarm of bees flew and settled on his robe. It
was an unusual incident for bees to come and perch on robes.
Hearing this, Sayadaw U Jagara predicted it to be a very good
omen and said that the novice Vimala would one day leave his
mark in the world.
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After a few years, Novice Vimala decided to go to Amarapura,
near Mandalay for Abhidhamma studies. His old teacher,
Sayadaw U Jagara, was not able to fulfill the aspiration of the
young and energetic student, who was eager to acquire more
knowledge on Abhidhamma. In Amarapura, he stayed at
Mingala Makuna Monastery under Sayadaw U Sujata. Novice
Vimala devoted himself in studying Abhidhamma from various

teachers, including Sayagyi U Ohn, an expert on Abhidhamma.

In 1921, U Win and Daw Daw Saw, traders from Amarapura,
sponsored his higher ordination (upasampada) held at the same
monastery under the preceptor-ship of Sayadaw U Jagara. Two
years after his first higher ordination, he was given a higher re-
ordination for the second time, with the sponsorship of a nun
from Mogok which was later supported by all the people of
Mogok. Mogok, 1n the northern Shan State of Burma, is famous
for mining gems and rubies. Since then, out of respect to the
people of Mogok, he would to go there to preach. From that
time on, the term Mogok was tagged with his name, and was
famously known as Mogok Sayadaw, the Venerable of Mogok.

In 1924, Mogok Sayadaw became the abbot of Pitaka Kyaung, a
temple within the Mingala Makuna Monastery. And, for the

next thirty years he would be teaching Abhidhamma from that
temple.

Meanwhile, Mogok Sayadaw’s reputation as a terrific preacher
on dhamma and on Abhidhamma spread everywhere. In fact, he

had taken over the place of his Abhidhamma teacher Sayagyl U
Ohn, from who he had earlier learned. His students came from

far and wide | ' ' ;
» renunciates and layperson alike. During day-time

ey e o . -
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he used to teach to the lay community and in the evening to the
monastic community. He always taught to his students without
referring to any book, as he had fully memorized the entire
Abhidhamma by heart. Sayadaw could detect even a minor
mistake made by his students and correct it immediately. His
teaching methods had become so popular among the people that
during his Dhamma talks the monastery is invariably fully
packed with people from near and afar, and they jostled for
spaces and occupied whatever empty spaces available.

When Sayadaw U Nagavamsa heard that besides teaching
Abhidhamma texts Mogok Sayadaw was preaching too, he
admonished him, thus: ‘accomplish your work first — then you
can continue your preaching . These words of advice had made
huge impact to his mind. From that day onward, he directed
himself whole-heartedly in meditation. Soon he realized that he
was like a cowherd who has no opportunity to use the milk
given by cow even after tending the animals for years.

From Amarapura, he regularly visited Mandalay and Monywa,
where he met and learned from eminent meditation of that time.
It was in Monywa, at the famous monastery of Ledi Sayadaw
that he stayed for few years and thereafter established himself n
meditation practices. As a matter of fact, he continued the
legacy of Ledi Sayadiw’s meditation techniques with his few
additional inputs, like emphasizing more on Dependent Arising.

He is considered an Enlightened Being in Myanmar, gnd many
supernatural incidents were associated with him. The

government conferred on him Aggamahapandita, 3 months
before his death.
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He passed away on 17" October, 1962, in Mogok.

Some of his notable works:

|. Cittanupassana and Vedanupassana, tr. U Than Daing
(hup:#www.dhammadownload.com/MogokSayadaw-
cBookInEnglish.hun)

2. The Cyclic Teaching of Venerable U Wimala
(http://www.dhammadownload.com/MogokSavadaw-
¢BookInl:nglish.htm)

3. The Doctrine of Paticcasamuppada: The Law of
Independent Origination, tr. U Than Daing

hit
eBooklnknglish.hun)

4. How ro Die with a Smile, tr. U Sway Tin (A translation by
Ehi Passiko)

(htpwww dhammadownload.com/MogokSavadaw-
uBoo}\ln[:m:llsh.h[m)

5. The Four Noble Truths delivered by Mogok Sayadaw

(hutp:swww.dhammadownload.com: MogokSavadaw-
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- i v qfay Py niYe. e Vgl Wiy i o Y e el il e e s W S I LN p—

cBBookInlnghish. htm)
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. The Mogok Savadaw: U Sway Tin (A translation by Ehi
Passiko, 2000)
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Venerable Paiiiabhoga of Murng Su
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The founder-chairman (sanghanayaka) of the Shan State
Sangha Council, Venerable Paiifiabhoga was one of the chief
architects of Tai/Shan' Tipitaka. In 1956, the Tai Pitaka
Translation Committee was formed by a group of eminent Tai
monks of the Shan State of Myanmar, whose mission was to
translate Pali Tipitaka into Tai language. The translation was
necessitated to make it accessible for the Tai people who
‘otherwise did not have direct access to the original source.

He was born in 1892 in Par-Kea Village near Murng Su
“Township in the Southern Shan State of Myanmar. His parents
were Lung Yort and Pa Nang Kham. He was the second child of
the six children of his parents. His birth name was Sa1 Parn
Zing.

In 1909, he was initiated into novice-hood (samanera) under the
abbot of Par-Kea Monastery, which was sponsored by Pu
‘Murng Su of Murng Kharng Village near Murng Su Township.
He was given the monastic name, Paiifiabhoga. In 1913, he
received his higher ordination (upasampada) under the abbot of
Kyawn Partep, Kesi Township, and with the support of the
family of Puloi Marn Seng and Nailoi Marn Seng.

Saosra® Pafifidbhoga started his monastic education at Par-Kea
Monastery, Murng Su, where he was ordained as a novice. After

" Shan is a corruption of Siam by the Burmese. Shan people in Myanmar call

themselves "Tai" in their own language. s
¢ An honorific title in Tai for a respectable teacher, master, €tc. (Tai1) Saosra
= Venerable Sir (English).
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that. he moved to several places in Shan State for his monastic
education, such as Kyaung Wan Yok, Kesi Township, Kyaung
Yord and Kyaung Wan Khar, Kyaukme Township.

Later, he moved to Yameatheen and Visuddharama
Monasteries, the main centre of Shwegyin-nikaya in Mandalay,
Kyaitkasarn Monastery in Yangon, and Pubbarama Monastery
in Pegu Township.

In 1929, he had his first overseas Dhamma journey to India as a
pilgrim. From India he proceeded to Sri Lanka to enhance his
knowledge on Dhamma and studied Buddhism as well as allied
subjects, such as Pali, Sanskrit, and English. He remained in Sri
Lanka till 1933, and he thus can be considered as the first
among the Tai monk who studied abroad.

In 1958, he was the first translator of Tipitaka from Pali into
Tai. He was also the founder-abbot of Pitaka Monastery in

Panglong, trom where he kept on translating Tipitaka from Pali
into Tai. The translation work completed in 1960.

Saosra Painfiabhoga also started to set-up of several monastic
institutions, and the Pariyarti Saddhammapala Examination of
the Shan State in Tai medium was started under his guidance at
Panglong. Pitaka Monastic Institution, which he had founded,
has since been the heart of promoting the study (pariyatti) and
the practice (pariparti) of Theravada Buddhism among the Tai
spcaking people in the Union of Myanmar. He had helped 1n
reviving the ancient learning system of Tai people, and
remvigorated the self-esteem of the whole Tai people by
translating the entire Tipitaka into their own native tongue.
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A scholar monk, Saosra Pafifiabhoga was highly regarded by the
people as a strict follower of Vinaya. After all, he has been
trained in many Shwekyin-nikdya monasteries where the vinaya
practices were strict.

He was honoured with numerous prizes and titles by prominent
personality and institutions. In 1926, he was conferred the
religious title ‘Ganavacaka Dhammarajaguru’ by the prince of
Hsipaw, Sao Khun Kheo. In 1934, The ‘Shwegyin Nikaya
Mahanayaka Rajaguru’ was conferred to him by the prince of
Murngsu.

In 1957, the president of the Union of Myanmar, Dr. Pa Oo
conferred him the title of ‘Charthasangiti  Ovada
Sanghanayaka’. To honour his unique service to the
Buddhasasana, in 1958, the title of the Pathama Mahanayaka ot
the Shan State Sangha Council was conferred by the Sangha of
Shan State Council.

He passed away on 18" October 1971, after long illness in
Myaratanar Hospital in Yangon. His remains were brought back
to Panglong and his cremation rite was attended by a large
number of people. His ashes were then enshrined in a Stupa
near the Pitaka Monastery of Panglong, Southern Shan State,
Union of Myanmar to symbolize the national religious figure he
had come to personify.

Some of his notable works:

. The Palipakuna
2. The Bhikkhu Pdatimokkha Tai Translation
3. The Kaccayana Pali Grammar Tai Translation
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4. The Abhidhammatthasarngaha Tai Translation
5. Khuddasikkha Tai Translation

6. Miulasikkha Tai Translation
7. Kambhojahitarasi

References:

l. Some Prominent Pioneers of Tai Buddhist Scripture: Tai
Sangha Studying in Sr1 Lanka (2008)
2. Mai Taung Pi Kwon Kham Pariyattisaddhammapala

keansao (Golden Jubilee of Parivattisaddhammapala
Examination, 2008) '
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Venerable Pandita of Murng Nong
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Venerable Pandita was a well-known meditation master in the
Mingun Sayadaw’s Satipatthana vipassana tradition, a popular
preacher and educationalist who together with other senior
monks of his time initiated the translation project of the Pali
Tipitaka into Tai/Shan (his native language) in the late 1959s,
just after the Sixth Buddhist Council in which he participated.
Not only was he well-versed in Pali and Burmese literatures, but
a scholar par excellence of Tai literatures too, who has

composed a large number of Tai poetical literatures (known as
lanka Tai).

Venerable Pandita was born as Sai Phone on 20" July 1912 to
Mr. Loong Mawk Kham and Mrs. Pa Nang Sengsa of Murng
Lumn of the Northern Shan State of Union of Myanmar. The
seventh of the eight siblings, when he was still a young boy he
and his siblings followed their parents who resettled in Wanwa
Village of Kesi Town, Shan State.

At the age of 12, he was sent to the Wanwa monastery, where
he learnt and memorized the Tai script, Parittas, Suttas, and
training rules of a novice (sekhiva). At the monastery, he also
learnt Tai poetic writing skills, special subject mastered only by
a few. In 1927, he was ordained (samanera) under the
preceptor-ship of Ven. Saosra Nanda, the abbot of the
monastery. Having stayed there for 6 years, he went to Vaso
monastery in Murngnong and continued his studies under Ven.
Saosra Dinnakammajeya. In 1932, he was given higher
ordination (upasampada) in the same monastery under Ven.
Saosra Paiifia of Mark Larng monastery of Murng Nong.
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After his higher ordination, Ven. Pandita moved and stayed 1n
various monasteries in the Shan State for further studies. In
1937. while he was in Murngkut, the Prince ot Murng Nong by
the name Saopha Khun Sa and the people of Murng Nong
requested him to return to Murng Nong to become the abbot of
the Vaso monastery. Since that time he is to be known as
Saosra Murngnong, the Venerable of Murng Nong.

In 1943, Saopha Kham Serk, better known as Sao Shwe Thaik
of Yawnghwe (later the first president of Myanmar) invited
three monks from every region of Shan State to study the entire
Vinaya Pitaka at the Yangon Monastery in Yawnghwe. After
the end of the first rains retreat there, the sangha founded the
United Sangna Association of Shan State Hills and Saosra

Pandita of Murng Nong was selected as the Vice-President of
the association.

In 1955, when association met again at Murng Nong, Saosra
Murng Nong emphasized the need for translating the Tipitaka
mto the Tai language so that it would be easily accessible to Tai
people. After the meeting, he travelled extensively to every
town and village of Shan State to raise awareness and garner
support for the project. He had received an overwhelming

support from all the sections of people — the Sangha, Princes
and Tai people.

In 1956, he went to Murng Su to meet a highly learned senior
monk by the name of Venerable Saosra Pafifiabhoga and to

attend a meeting to select members for the project. In the
meeting, the Sangha proposed Ven. Saosra Pannabhoga to be
the chairman of newly formed Tai Pitaka Translation

o
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Committee, to translate the entire Tipitaka into Tai. In

translating the Pitaka into Tai, Saosra Murng Nong tock
responsibility to translate the Parajikakanda Pali of the Vinaya-
Pitaka, the Mahavagga Pali of the Digha-nikaya, and the first
volume of Patthana text of the Abhidhamma-Pitaka.

In 1957, another meeting was held at Loilem by the sangha,
princes from different ruling houses of the Shan State, and the
people, to torm the Shan State Sangha Council. In that meeting,
Ven. Saosra Pannabhoga was again selected as the Chairman
(Sanghamahandyaka) of the Council, Ven. Saosra Vicinta of
Langkhur as the first Vice-Chairman, and Ven. Saosra Murng
Nong as the second Vice-Chairman. The following year, the
first annual meeting of Shan State Sangha Council was held at
Wat Pitakat of Panglong, where it was decided that the Tipitaka
education and examination of the sangha should be imparted n
the Tai language. Consequently, the council started the Pariyatti
Saddhammapala Examinations in Panglong, which have since

become an annual feature. It was, in fact, Saosra Murng Nong

who proposed the council to prepare a set of syllabus following

the newly formed educational system, lest their translation
works would be in vain.

To spread the Buddha’s Dhamma, Saosra Murng Nong
established many monastic institutions where he trained young
novices in Pali, Tai languages, and Buddhist studies.

Not only was he active in teaching and studies of Buddhism, but
also in practicing meditation. He was attracted to the technique
of Sathon Mula Mingun, a famous meditation tradition in the
Shan State, and has written many books on meditation. The
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biggest centre of it is located at Langkhur, named Sathon Mula
Mingun Meditation Centre. Later Saosra Murng Nong himself
became an established meditation master and helped open new
centres and monasteries in severa! regions of the Shan State.

In 1979, Saosra Murng Nong was invited by the Burmese
government to participate in the State Sangha Mahanayaka
meeting, with objectives to bring in an efficient ecclesiastical
administration for the large number of monks in Myanmar
under single umbrella. In 1984, when the Srate Sargha

Mahanavaka Committee he became a member of this highest
executive body.

In 1985, 1n recognition of his contribution to the Buddhasasana,

the Myanmar government conferred on him the title of
‘Aggamahapandita’.

He passed away on 10" January 1990, at the age of 78.

Some of his notable works:

l. Lokaniti (Pali, Burmese and Tai., 1 948)

2. Loki-sippam Kamboja (1951)

3. Kyarm Buddhavandana (1958)

4. Khandhayatanadhatu Vipassana (1958)

. The Dhammosadha Dhamma-talk Vol.l (1960)

T'he Dhammosadha Dhamma-talk Vol ]l (no date)
ratimokkha tharm-top (1961)

Lanka Pert Ok Per Jai (Printed in 2008) (poetic work)
Parit loung Pali Fae Tai (1962) (Paritta translation)

10. Aung Paet Purng, Surk Pern Jao Sivali and Upagutta,
Lankar Loung (1968) (poetic work)
I'1. Gambhiratthapakasani (1975)
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12. Vipassana Pong Leng Sa (1981)

13. Nibbana Sab Laeng (1981)

14. Vipassana Hai Hat Kva Waiwai (1982)
15. Mula Moonlee (1982)

16. Bhara-suttan Dham Jao (1982)

17. Dham Jao Paticcasamupad (1983)

18. Satipatthana Sankhepakyarm

19. Mahasatipatthana kyarm

20. Anatta-lakkhana-sut

21. Vipassana Gnan Jaen Loung

22. Sasana Arnwajarmt (1985)

23. Jatibhavasamvega

24. Pakinnakovada Lankar Luong (poetic work)

References:
3. Some Prominent Pioneers of Tai Buddhist Scripture: Tai

Sangha Studying in Sr1 Lanka (2008)

4. Mai Taung Pi Kwon Kham Pariyattisaddhammapala
keansao (Golden Jubilee of Parivattisaddhammapala
Examination, 2008)
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The founder and the abbot of Dhammodaya Teaching
Monastery, the Venerable Ajeyya is better known as Saosra
Dhammodaya. He is one of the well-known modern Tal
educationists from Kengtung in the Eastern Shan State of the
Union of Myanmar. He founded the Dhammodaya Monastic
Examination in Kengtung, where medium of instructions and
examinations is conducted in Tai medium.

Saosra Dhammodaya was born in 1927 to the family of Lung
Sarng Su and Par Nang Woe, in Surn Tarm Quarter, Warn Par

Marn See Pog, Kengtung Township, Eastern Shan State. His

parents had four children and he is the youngest of them. His
birth name was Sai Gam.

In 1937, at the age of ten, he was initiated into novice-hood
(samanera) under the preceptor-ship of Ven. Saosra Rajinda of
Aungmangalar Monastery, which was sponsored by the family
of Lung Tee and Par Tee. He was given the monastic name,
Ajeyya. After his ordination, he moved to stay at Murng Nai
Monastery. While he was there, the abbot of the monastery
passed away, and the devotees of the monastery had great
difficulty in finding a suitable monk who would take over the
charge of the monastery. As a result, they invited Ven. Ajeyya,

who was then just a novice, to become the head of the
monastery.

In 1947, he received higher ordination (upasampada) under the
prec§pt0r of Ven. Saosra Indacakka, which was again sponsored
by his earlier devotees the family of Lung Tee and Par Tee.
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Regrettably, when he was young, Saosra Ajeyya did not get a
chance to study, whether in his home or in monasteries, despite
his having strong urge to study. Once he asked his parents, his
desire to study but they were against it, for the reason best
known to them. He continued to look after the monastery, as a
chief monk, even after becoming a bhikkhu for two years,
without any formal education. It was only in 1950 that he
finally made up his mind to move to another place to study.

He went to study at the Karngyir Monastery in Yawnghwe,
Southern Shan State of Myanmar. The monastery, at that time,
was headed by the Ven. Vimalabhivamsa, a well-known
teacher, which provided a high-quality vinaya training and
monastic education. He stayed and learned there for seven
years. During the seven years of his staying he sat for all the
exams held by the Vinayﬁdinuggah‘a Examination board of Shan
State and the Religious Affair of the Government of Union of
Myanmar and passed all the grades. For his excellent record, he
was conferred the degree of Sasanadnaja-siripavara
Dnhammacariya.

After completing his studies in 1956, his devotees came and
requested him to return back to his former monastery, and
among the Tai people. The year 1956 happened to be the year of
2500" year of Buddha Jayanti. He had a strong urged to
contribute something good to mark the 2500" year of Buddha

Jayanti

After returning back to his hometown, Kengtung, he turned his
former monasteries, Murng Nai Monastery and Aungmangalar
Monastery, into a monastic teaching monastery, and he renamed
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it as Dhammodaya Teaching Monastery. The opening ceremony
was held on 4™ November, 1975. It is notable that the prince of

Yawnghwe, Sao Shwe Thike, the First President of the Union of
Myanmar, himself attended the opening ceremony.

Saosra Dhammodaya also founded an examination board named
Dhammodaya Examination. It is remarkable that he himself had
set the curricula for the examination, and not following the
other existing examination boards, such as those of the

Pathamapyan Examination held by the government and the
Pariyatti-saddhammapala in Panglong.

Moreover, to run his work smoothly he has organized several
Buddhist Associations such as Dhammodayakari Association,
Upasaka Association, Visakha Association, and Dhammacakka
Association. He has also started two branches of monasteries —
the Dhammika-Pubbarama Monastery in Kengtung and the

Maha Myatmuni (Makkar Hoekham) Monastery in Tachilaik
- Township in the Eastern Shan State.

Saosra Dhammodaya is not only a teacher in his monasteries,
but also a renowned dhamma preacher. He has given more than
600 dhamma talks, and during his 75" birthday anniversary

over 1000 audiotapes of his dhamma talks were donated to all
over the Shan community.

Being noted and appreciated for his unique contribution to the
perpetuation of Buddha-sasana, he has been selected for highest
positions and conferred with various titles and honours. In 1973

and 1978, he was elected to be the Sanghasamagga
Mahanayaka of the Eastern Shan State. In 1989, he was elected
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as a member of Sanghanayaka i Shan State. In 1991, the
government of Union of Myanmar conferred him the title of
‘Aggamahapandita’, and 1n 2007 government conferred him
with the highest title of ‘Aggamahasaddhama-jotikadhaja’.

He is now in his 87 and still the abbot of Dhammodaya
Monastery which he has set up.

References:

1.

Some Prominent Pioneers of Tai Buddhist Scripture:
Tai/Shan Sangha Studying in Sri Lanka, (April 2008)

. Surk Pern Srarsao Bhaddanta Ajeyya [A Short Biography of

Venerable Ajeyya]: Sai Toon Hla, (Wong Wan Oftset,
Taunggyi, 1993)

. Fern Mai Taung Pi Kwon Kham Twk Saun Lik

Dhammodava Weng Kengtung [Magazine Marking the
Golden Jubilee of Dhammodaya Teaching Monastery in
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Amat Loung3
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Amat Loung of Murng Nong (Chief Minister of Murng Nong)
was one of the best known six great Tai poets; he lived between
1854 and 1905 CE. He composed more than forty works on
long Tai narrative poetic writings, or the classical rhyming Tai
literature, mostly on Buddhism.

He was born in 1854 in Zong Yao village, under Murng Nong,

one of the many principalities of the Shan State at that time,
situated m central Shan State of Myanmar.

Amat Loung started his primary education at Shwe-Pook-Taw
Monastery, Wan Zing village in Murng Nong State, where he
was ordained as a novice and had a monastic name ‘Sobhinna’.
He later moved to Murng Nim Monastery in Kest Township,
where he received his higher education. There, he studied
variety of subjects, such as Shan poetry and literature, metrics
and Pali grammar under famous teacher Ven. Saosra Neminda,
the abbot of Murng Nium Monastery. He gained much of his
writing skills on diverse subjects under this great venerable.

Having completed his advanced studies, Sobhinna, at eighteen,
disrobed; a few years later, Khun Tun, the Prince of Murng
Nong invited him to the town to work on writing religious
treatises and other subjects. His first Iiterary work was a
classical poem on the Mahosadha Jataka Volume Il as

requested by Khun Tun. He went on to produce several books
for the prince.

——————

3 . .
Contributed by Jotika Khur-Yeam (SOAS, University of London)
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Amat Loung was a great scholar who travelled extensively to
research for his work enriching his writing. It is believed that

many of his writings were composed while travelling. For
example, the Mahasatipatthan, his famous work on the Shan
version of the Mahdasatipatthana Sutta, was written in 1875
during his trip to Laikha, another town in central Shan State.

In 1897, Sobhinna along with his pupils set out their journey to
the north and stopped over at Murng Kueng (Mongkung). Khun
Mung, the Prince of Murng Kueng, was very pleased to learn of
his arrival 1n the town, and appointed him as Amat Loung, chief
minister, also adding the name of his hometown ‘Murng Nong’
to his honorary name, which is a tradition in Tai communities
that the name of one’s hometown being used as the last name ot
respected people.

In 1904, after he had served as chief minister of Murng Kueng
for four years, he received a letter of invitation from Khun Sang
Ton Hoong, the ruling Prince of Senwi, a princedom in the
northern Shan State. Whilst at Senwi, Amat Loung's dream of a
printing press, with which he could publish books with beautiful
typeface at great speed; that dream was soon to be materialized.
He helped the prince buy and set up the first printing machine in
the Shan States.

However, it is tragic that a great Shan scholar like him did not
live very long. He died, probably of cancer, at the age of only
fifty-one, on Saturday 16th September 1905.

Over fifty years after the death of Amat Loung, Loong Khun
Maha, author of Puenkhu maw liktai 6 zao [History of 51X Tai
scholars] undertook an extensive research on the works ot Amat
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Loung and published the list of his works in 1970. According o
Khun Maha, there are over forty Shan poetic works composed
by Amat Loung. Here Khun Maha noted that his list was by no
means complete and hoped that others would discover more of
Amat Loung’s lost works.

During our fieldworks for two projects on Shan manuscripts —
Shan Buddhism at the Borderlands Projects and Revealing
Hidden Collections Project, we found thirty-two manuscripts of
Amat Loung from two collections: (1) our cataloguing data of
Shan manuscripts at four temples in northern Thailand, first
collected in 2009 and then again in 2014, and (2) the list of
Shan manuscripts in Lashio, northern Shan State, collected by
Dr. Sa1 Pe 1n 2009. There are many other collections of Shan

manuscripts both inside and outside the Shan State, which are
yet to be explored.

Some of his notable works:

Pivi caseﬁhzlasarhe "kyi"na"pa (1872)
. Dhammarasi (1872)

l.

2

3. Nip“pan'sian‘jan"silakhan (1973)
4. Sathe’hapa (1874)

S. Mahasatipathan (1875)
6. Paramtthamaricii (1875)

1. Saddhammapalamedanikyam (1876)
8. Dhammapalamedani (1876)

9. Mahasaddanalauncarphiiik (1876)

10. Jatidukkha-samvegadutiyatoi (1877)
1 1. Utinna (1880)

|2. Amattadvara-pakasanikyam (1 380)
I3. Phra’alaun ‘kalidéasa (1 382)
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14. Khandhahapa (1887)

15. Puritatta-jatakavarthu (1887)

16. Dhammapadadutiyatoi (1888)

17. Sabbakankhavinodanikyam (1890)

1 8. Sakatakantha-akkhradipanikyam (1891)
19. Saddhammalankara (1891)

20. Desanalankarakyam (1891)

21. Kassapavatthu (1891)

22. Namobuddhayasun ‘phyat’ (1891)

23. Kalidasavatthu (1892)

24. Dhammapadautinnatan vatthu (1892)
23. Manikuntala vatthu dutiyatoi (1896)
20. Cetasik ‘pen’ (1898)

27. Mahakassapavarthu (1898)

28. Sampindana-dipakavarthu (1899)

29. Maniratanapun ‘ca (1900)

30. Jatidukkhaakyaun (1904)

31. Rajahitadipant (1904)

32. Sanmvegavarthu (1905)

References:

l. Amat Loung Murng Nong(1875) Mahdasatipatthan, a Shan
version of the Mahasatipatthana Sutta, composed in Shan l1k
loung poetry in 1875 and published as modern book form but
in the old version of Shan scripts by the Shan Pitaka Press in
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translation of this work was written by Jotika Khur-Yearn as

the major part of his PhD Thesis, 2012].
2. Crosby, K. and Khur-Yearn, J. (2010) ‘Poetic dhamma and
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11, no. 1, pp. 1-27.

3. Khun Maha, Lung. (1970) Puenkhu maw liktai 6 zao

|‘History of 6 Tai scholars’]. Shan State: The committee of
education (Reprinted.
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Venerable Narinda
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Having born as a Pa-O, one of ethnic in Shan State, Myanmar
native speaker, the most venerable Narinda Mahathera was 3
well-learned Sayadaw who was skilled both in Burmese and
Pal languages after his mother tongue. He was the founder of
Taung Kyaung Gyi monastic learmming centre which is now
located in Taunggyi, Shan State. He had been lecturing on
Buddhist studies and contributing for Buddha Sasana
throughout his life. Together with Sao Shwe Thaik, the first
President of Myanmar, the Thera had also made a lot of effort
for the development of Buddha Sasana in Shan State of
Myanmar, formally known as Burma. In recognition of his
work and contribution, venerable Narinda Mahathera was
entitled“Agga-maha-pandita™ by the government, the republic
of the Union of Myanmar, in 1979 and the Sayadaw was chosen
as a representative monk to travel to England, Germany,
Swaziland, India, Sri Lanka and so forth.

The most venerable Narinda Mahathera was born in 1895, in

Thein Seit City, Tan Tar Qo village, Sathon province of Burma.

He was a son of U Khyun and Daw Oak and was the second

child out of the five siblings. In 1914, he received higher

ordination under his preceptor the most venerable Muninda of
Myauk Kyaung monastery in his home town.

As a novice Samanera, he learned Pali grammar and Abhidham-
ma from lecturers of Kusinarama monastery in his village for 9
~ years. After fully got ordained and for 5 vassa (years), he
proceeded his further Buddhist studies under the most venerable
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Carinda Mahathera at Sukhidarama monastery, Kyeik Kaw City
of Sathon province.

[n 1918, he travelled to Mandalay and continued his studies. He
versed Abhidhamma and its commentaries under the guidance

of Sayadaw U Jakara and U Vimala of Payagyi temple, U
Adiccaramsi, known as U Kyi, of Shwe Taung temple, Sayadaw
U Revada of Thu Htay monastery, and Sayagyr U Onn of
Mingala Thait temple. In 1923, he studied the same subjects but
as a wide and deep learning style from Sayadawgy1 U Dipa,
who resided at Pat Pin Ai temple, Si Mee Khung City of Myin
Khyan provice. Not only Abhidhamma did he learned, he also

studied Vinaya and its commentaries from Sayadaw U Silacara
of Magyipin monastery.

In 1921, he returned his hometown from Mandalay and lectured
Palt hterature while residing at Dhammakari monastery. In
19238, after a tew years of lecturing at the monastery, he was
requested to teach Buddhist studies at Payagyi temple, Kyait
Tho city, Sathon province for one year and in 1930s he was

again invited to lecture at Mahadhammikaram monastery of
Khayan city, Hamsavadi region.

In 1932, under guidance and supervision of his teacher
Candarama Sayadaw, he founded Pubbarama monastic learning
centre 1n Sathon city and taught Pali studies to hundreds of
students for nine years. In 1945, the most venerable was invited
lo Taunggyl, the capital of Shan State by devotees. There he

founded Taung Kyaung Gyi monastic learning centre and
shared his invaluable knowledge to many students who came to
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master their studies at the monastery. Many students had been
educated and graduated under his leadership.

The most venerable Narinda Mahathera was a highly respected
by both Sangha community and devotees due to his tireless
etfort for the propagation of the Buddha’s teachings. His
contributions both in Sathon of Mon State and Taunggyi of
Shan State made him well known among devotees and ruling
princes such as Sao Shwe Thait of Nyaung Shwe and Sao Khun
Ky1 of S1 Seng. They work for the development of Buddha
Sasana hand in hand in Shan State. In order to recognize his
contributions and work, the government of the Union of
Myanmar entitled “Agga-maha-pandita” an honor religious
degree to him in 1979. He was also selected to represent the
country and travelled to England, Germany, Swaziland, India,
and Sri Lanka and so on. The most venerable passed away at the
age of 90, in 1985.

Reference: Pathama Taungkyaunggyitaik Thamainphyit Sin A
kyin, (A Brief Historv of Pathama Taungkvaunggvi Institute)
2008.

Ashin  Narinda Mathemvar Theruppatti.  Religious  Aftair
Publication, Kaba-Avye, Yangon 1979.
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concerning the study of Pali and the Buddha Dhamma. He
wrote Pali grammar and several textbooks. He also designed the
university's curriculum. It consisted of secular subjects as well
as religious studies, and the preparation of Pali examination, as
the new university also served the purpose of training monks.

While the Mahamakut Buddhist University belonged to the
Dhammayuttika Order, King Chulalongkomn also strengthened
the school of the Mahanikdaya Order in the Wat Mahadhatu
which in 1896 became the Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University. The Sangha unity was also strengthened by the
decision to hold the Pali examination i two sets: one at
Mahamakut, where Vajirafianavarorasa's new curriculum and a
written examination format would be used, and one at the Grand

Palace Chapel, where the traditional oral translations would be
heard.

From 1900 to 1910 the position of Supreme Patriarch of
Thatland remained vacant. It is speculated that King
Chulalongkorn didn't want to appoint a successor to the 9th
Patriarch because a senior monk might have been too
conservative  to  support the ongoing reforms, and
Vajirananavarorasa might have been still too young to be able

to assert his reforms against the will of the conservative senior
monks.

After the accession of the throne by King Vajiravudh in 1910,
Vajirafianavarorasa was appointed Supreme Patriarch of
Thailand. In 1921, King Vajiravudh created the honorary title
Phramahasamanachao for the Supreme Patriarch of Thailand.

----------
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Vajirananavarorasa continued his work in religious education,
Sangha administration and scholarship. He breathed new life to
the Council of Elders, founded by the Sangha Act of 1902. As a

classical Pah scholar, he was elected an Honorary Member of
the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain.

He passed away on the ph August 1921.

Some of his notable works:

l. Numerical Sayings of Dhamma (Dhammavibhaga) Section
One (1969)

2. Biographies of some of the Noble Disciples (1967)

. Life of the Buddha (1950)

4. Autobiography: The life of Prince-Patriarch Vajiranana of
Siam, 1860-1921(1979)

J. Five Precepts and Five Ennoblers (1963)

6. Navakovada: Instructions for Newly-Ordained Bhikkhus
and Samaneras

I
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Venerable Ajahn Chah
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Venerable Ajahn Chah was an influential meditation master of
Thailand and a founder of two major monasteries in the Thai
Forest Tradition. Live simply, be natural, and watch the mind 1s
the keys to his practice. He does not emphasize any special
meditation techniques nor does he encourage crash courses (o
attain quick insights and enlightenment. In formal sitting one
may watch the breath until the mind is still, and then continue
practice by observing the flow of the mind-body process.

Venerable Ajahn Chah (Phra Bodhifiana Thera) was born on
17" June 1918, in to a typical farming family in Bahn Gor

Village, 1n the province of Ubon Rachathani, in the Isan region
of Northeast Thailand.

Following the local custom, he entered the monastery as a
novice at the age of nine, where, during a three-year stay, he
learned to read and write in some basic Buddhist teaching. After
three years, he left the monastery to help his family on the farm

tor a number of years. At the age of twenty, he again returned to
monastic lite on seeking ordination as a monk (bhikkhu).

In the early year of his bhikkhu's life. he studied Pili and
Buddhism at leading monasteries and observed monastic

disciplines in detail. A few years later, the death of his father
awakened him to the transience of life and instilled in him a

desire to find the real essence of the Buddha’s teaching. Being
Inspiring on the real Dhamma, he started practicing meditation
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under the guidance of several teachers those who are following
the local forest tradition.

After being trained from various teachers, he finally came to
meet Venerable Ajahn Mun, the most outstanding meditation
master, who followed austere forest tradition. Ajahn Chah
practiced in the techniques of Ajahn Mun and spent his time in
forests, caves, cremation grounds and 1ideal places for
developing meditation practice. He wandered through the
countryside hiving in tiger and cobra infested jungles, using
reflections on death to penetrate to the true meaning of life.

After many years of wandering, Ajahn Chah returned to settle in
a thick forest grove near the village of his birthplace. This grove
was uninhabited, known as a place of cobras, tigers, and ghost,
and the perfect location for a forest monk. His flawless
approach to meditation and his simple, direct style ot teaching,
with the emphasis on practical application and a balanced
attitude, began to attract a large following of monks and lay
people.

In 1954, Wat Nong Pah Pong monastery was established, where
Ajahn Chah could teach his simple, and practice-based form of
meditation. Around Ajahn Chah a large monastery formed as
more and more monks, nuns, and lay pcople came to hear his
teaching and stay on with him.

He attracted a wide variety of disciples, which included in 1966,
the first Westerner, Venerable Ajahn Sumedho. In 1973, Wat
Pah Nanachat (International Forest Monastery) was set up with
Venerable Ajahn Sumedho as the abbot. Wat Pah Nanachat was

o . . - e
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the first monastery in Thailand specifically geared towards
training English-speaking Westerners n the monastic vinaya, as
well as the first run by a Westerner.

Starting from Wat Nong Pah Pong as the maimn centre, 1t
increased into over 250 branches includes thirty mountain
throughout Thailand, as well as over 15 associated monasteries
and ten lay practice centers around the world.

In 1976 Venerable Ajahn Chah was invited to England together
with Ajahn Sumedho. Beginning in 1979, he was instrumental
in establishing Theravada Buddhism in the West. He eventually
established the first branch monastery of Wat Pa Pong outside
of Thailand which is called Cittaviveka (commonly known as
Chithurst Buddhist Monastery) in the United Kingdom. Since
then, further branch monasteries have been established 1n
England, Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand and Italy.

In the 1980, Venerable Ajahn Chah's health was in decline due
to diabetes. He began to feel more acutely the symptoms of
dizziness and memory lapse which he had been feeling for some
years. This led to an operation in 1981, which, however, failed

to reverse the onset of the paralysis which eventually rendered
him completely bedridden and unable to speak.

Following the situation, he used his ill health as a teaching
pomnt, emphasizing that it was “a living example of the
Impermanence of all things and reminded people to endeavor to
tind a true refuge within themselves since he would not be able
to teach tor very much longer”. However. this did not stop the
growth of monks and laypeople who came to practice at his
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monastery, for whom the teachings of Ajahn Chah are a

constant guide and inspiration. The dhamma talks of Ajahn
Chan have been recorded and transcribed and translated into
several languages.

He passed away on 16" January 1992 at the age of 73. More

than one million people, including the Thai royal family,
attended Ajahn Chah's funeral for his final journey.

References:

. Food for the heart (The collected teachings of Ajahn Chah)

2. Modern Buddhist Masters: Jack Komfield
3.
4.

d. www.watpahnanachal.org

www atahnchah.ore

www. watnongpahpong.ory
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Venerable Buddhadasa Bhikkhu
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Venerable Buddhadasa Bhikkhu was a famous and influential
ascetic-philosopher ot the 20" century. Known as an innovative
re-interpreter of Buddhism and Thai beliefs, Buddhadasa
Bhikkhu fostered a reformation in conventional rehigious
perceptions in Thailand, as well as abroad.

He was born Nguam Panitch on 26" May 1906 in the village of
Phumriang (Chaiya District), Surat Thani Province, Thailand.
His father, Sieng Panitch, was a shopkeeper of second
generation of Sino-Thai (Hokkien) ancestry and his mother,
Klaun, was a Thai. He entered monastic life in 1926. Typical of
a young monk during the time, he travelled to the capital city,
Bangkok, for his studies. But he found the temples there dirty,
crowded, and, most troubling to him, the sangha corrupt,
‘preoccupied with prestige, position, and comfort with little
interest in the highest ideals of Buddhism’. As a result, he

returned back to his native district and occupied a small tract of
land near his village.

Thus, he established Suan Mokkhabalarama (The Garden of the
Power of Liberation) in 1932, near his village in Southemn
Thailand. It was the only Forest Dhamma Centre in the region,

and one of a very few places dedicated to Vipassana. He strove
tor a simple, pristine practice in attempt to emulate the
Buddha's core teaching, ‘Do good, avoid evil. and purity the
mind’. He, therefore, avoided the customary ritualism and
Internal politics that dominated Thailand’s clerical life. His
ability to explain complex philosophical and religious 1deas 1n
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his native southern ‘Pak Tai’ vernacular attracted many people
to his wooded retreat.

Buddhadasa Bhikkhu wcrked painstakingly to establish and

explain the correct and essential principles of pristine
Buddhism. His works were based on extensive research of the
Pal1 texts (Canon and Commentaries), followed by personal
experiment and practice with these teachings. From this, he
uncovered the Dhamma which truly quenches Dukkha, and
which he in turn shared with anyone interested. His goal was to
produce a complete set of references for present and future
research and practice. His approach was always scientific,
straightforward, and practical.

Progressive elements in Thai society, especially the young, have
been inspired by his wide ranging thought, teaching, and
~ selfless example. Since the 1960s, activists and thinkers in such
areas such as education, social welfare, and rural development
have drawn upon his teaching, advice. and friendship. His word
has helped inspire a new generation of socially concerned
monks.

Although his formal education was limited to seven years, plus
some beginner’s Pili studies, he has been given eight Honorary
Doctorates by Thai universities. Numerous Doctoral theses have
been written about his work. His books, both written and
transcribed from talks, fill a room at the National Library and
influence all serious Thai Buddhists.

Since the founding of Suan Mokkh, he studied all schgols of
Buddhism and all the major religious traditions. This u:nercst
was practical rather than scholarly. He sought to unite all

+ . - -
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genuinely religious people, meaning those working to overcome
selfishness, in order to work together for world peace. This
broad mindedness won him friends and students from around
the world, including Christians, Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs.

Before his death in 1993, he established an International
Dhamma Hermitage Center to aid in the teaching of Buddhism
and other yogic practices to international students. Here courses
for introducing foreigners to the correct understanding of
Buddhist principles and practice are held in English at the
beginning of every month. Retreats in Thai are also organized.
Further, he hoped that meetings would be organized for

Buddhists from around the world to identify and agree upon the
“Heart of Buddhism”.

In his last days, he also established some new projects for
carrying on the work of serving the Lord Buddha and
Humanity. One 1s Suan Atammayatirama, a small training
center for foreign monks in a quiet grove near the retreat center.
The guidelines he laid down aim to develop “Dhamma
Missionaries” who are well versed in the Buddha’s teaching,

have solid experience of Vipassana, and can adapt Buddha-
Dhamma to the problems of the world.

A sister project 1s called Dhamma Matj (Dhamma Mothers).
Society is suffering from the lack of women spiritual teachers;
they exist but are not given adequate recognition. Dhamma
Mata is for raising the status of women by providing better
opportunities and support in Buddhist monastic life and

me.dttation practice. The hope is that more women who can
give birth to others through Dhamma”.
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He passed away on 25" May 1993.

Some of his English translation works:

1. The A, B, Cs of Buddhism (1982)

2. Handbook of Mankind

3. Heartwood of the Bodhi Tree (1985)

4. Keys to Natural Truth (1988)

S. Me and Mine: Selected Essays of Bhikkhu Buddhadasa
(1989)

6. Mindfulness with Breathing (1989)

1. No Religion (1996)

8. Paticcasamuppada: Practical Dependent Origination
(2002)

9. Teachings Dhamma with Pictures [Published by Ministry ot
Education, Thailand on the occasion of Centenary Birthday
Celebration of the birth of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu (27 May
1906 — 27 May 2006)]
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Venerable P.A. Payutto
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Venerable P.A. Payutto (Phra Brahmagunabhorn) is a well-
known Thai Buddhist monk, an intellectual, and a prolitic
writer. He is among the most brilliant Buddhist scholars 1n the
Thai Buddhist history. He authored Buddha Dnamma, which 1s
acclaimed as one of the masterpieces in Buddhism that puts
together Dhamma and natural laws by drawing extensively
upon Pali Canon and Commentaries.

P.A. Payutto was bomm Prayudh Arayangkura as the fifth child
of Samran and Chunkee Arayangkoon on January 12, 1938 n
Si Prachan District, Suphanburi Province, Thailand.

He received his early education in Suphanburi. During his
childhood, P.A. Payutto suffered a lot of illnesses, some of
which involved him in surgeries and many have followed him
until today. Poor health made it difficult for him to commit to
school and formal education. Discouraged by his health, he

came back to Suphanburi after completing junior high school at
Pathum Khongkha School in Bangkok in 1950.

Being assured that he could continue his education without
having to get involved physically, as is the case in school, he
entered the monastery, with the family's support, to seek
religious education, being ordained as a novice (samanera) at
the age of 13. He began the study of P3li and received training
In Vipassand meditation. Under his father's encouragement, he
moved to War Phra Piren in Bangkok and went on to achieve
the highest-level (ninth-level) studies in the Pilj language while
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still a samanera, for which he was granted a royal ordination
ceremony into monkhood in the Temple of the Emerald Buddha

on July 24, 1961. He embraced the monastic name ‘Payutto’,
literally ‘a person with unrelenting efforts’.

P.A. Payutto recertved a Bachelor's degree with first-class
honours in Buddhism from Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya
University in 1962. After graduation, he was appointed
Associate Dean of the same University for ten years and made
substantial contributions to it in terms of management and
academic excellence. He played an important role in
modernizing Sangha's education by relating knowledge i1n
Buddhism to contemporary social issues.

He was the abbot of Wat Phra Piren in Bangkok between 1973
~and 1976, but resigned to dedicate himself in academic work.
He published a number of books and articles, and regularly
attended academic seminars and conferences, surrounding
- himself with contemporary scholars and intellectuals.

A highly-revered monk and eminent scholar, he is also widely
respected as an eloquent preacher and authoritative writer, with
thousands of Dhamma talk recordings and over three hundred
books on Buddhism to his credit. He is especially renowned for
his book Buddha Dhamma which is considered as maghum
opus on Theravada Buddhism.

P.A. Payutto strongly believes in strict interpretation of Pali
Canon, very much in line with the Theravada tradition. He we-nt
public in many occasions in defence of Pali Canon whenever 1‘ts
Integrity was challenged. During the Dhammakava scandal, 1n
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which the original mentioning of ‘Dhammakaya’ in Pali Canon
was misinterpreted by a group of monks in their own favor,
broke out in mid-1990s, P.A. Payutto published a book that
specifically dealt with the case. In the Dhammakaya Episode,
P.A. Payutto reviews the essence of Pali Canon, cites Pali texts
misinterpreted by this group of monks, and counter-argues in
the context of genuine Pali Canon. He argues that
‘Dhammakaya’ was not truthfully interpreted, and points out
that if the group continued to uphold the false interpretation,
they could not do it under the umbrella of Theravada Buddhism.

P.A. Payutto has put a lot of efforts on defending the integrity
of Pali Canon throughout his life. He has employed his well-
versed understanding of Pali Canon not only to uphold the
Sangha mstitution in Thailand, but also to educate the general
public of any misconceptions about Pali Canon. In so doing, he
eftectively uses verbatim quotes from Pali Canon, cites relevant
discourses, and draws conclusions to argue for his case and
counter-argue against and correct any misconceived views.

P.A. Payutto has dedicated his entire life to spreading Buddhist
teachings through literary works, giving sermons and lectures at
several universities at home and abroad. He has been a special

lecturer teaching Buddhism at the University of Pennsylvania,
Swarthmore College and at Harvard University in the US.

In recognition of his outstanding scholarship and significant
contribution to Buddhism, many institutions in Thailand and
abroad have conferred upon him honorary doctorate degrees

and other prestigious titles. Among such accolades is
UNESCO’s Prize for Peace Education, which was given to him
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m 1994. In 1995 he was honoured with the post of

Tipitakacharya, a scholar well versed in Pali Canon, by Nava
Nalanda Mahavihara, India.

Currently, he 1s the abbot of Wat Nyanavesakavan in Nakhon
Pathom, Sam Phran district.

Some of his notable works in English:

1. Dependent Origination: The Buddhist Law of Conditionality
(Tr. Bruce Evans, Buddhadhamma Foundation, Bangkok,
1994)

2. Vision of the Dhamma: A Collection of Buddhist Writings in

English (Wat Nyanavesakavan, Nakhon Pathom, 2007)

Good, Evil and Beyond: Kamma in The Buddha's Teaching

(Tr. Bhikkhu Puriso, Buddhadhamma Foundation, 1993)

4. Dependent Origination: The Buddhist Law of Conditionality
(Tr. by Robin Moore, Buddhadhamma Foundation,
Bangkok, 2011)

'S, Nibbana: The Supreme Peace (Tr. Robin Moore,

- Chandrapen Publishing House, Bangkok, 2010)

6. Psychology in Human Development the Natural Way (Tr.
Ass. Porf. Sririwat Sri khruedong, MCU)

7. The Three Signs Anicca, Dukkha and anatta in the Buddha s
teaching (Tr. Suriyo Bhikkhu, Chandrapen Publishing
House, Bangkok, 2007)

I
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Satya Narayan Goenka
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Noted for revitalizing the lost tradition of vipassana meditation
in India, and spreading it to the world, Satya Narayan Goenka
was a prominent lay meditation teacher, who neither hailed
from any Buddhist family nor of any meditative tradition.
Nonetheless, he was an excellent orator and persuasive speaker
with prolific writing skills, who taught meditation in a non-
sectarian outlook, advocating that vipassana meditation

transcends the divisions of caste, creed, colour, race, believers,
and non-believers alike.

A protégé of U Ba Khin, Mr. Goenka was born on 30" January
1924, in an Indian ethnic Marwari family in Mandalay, British
Burma. U Ba Khin (1899-1971), the teacher of Mr. Goenka,
himself was a lay meditation teacher and a senior civil servant,
who learned meditation from U Po Thet (1873-1945), a tamous
lay teacher of the time, who, on the other hand, had practiced
meditation under Ledi Sayadaw (1846-1923). Thus, in a sense,
Mr. Goenka’s teacher’s lineage trace back to Ledi Sayadaw.

Before immersing himself in meditation, Mr. Goenka was a
successful businessman of Mandalay and headed in several key
positions in Commercial Chambers of Burma, and had
accompanied trade delegations to many international forums.

Since his young age, Mr. Goenka was suffering from migraine
headache, which turned severe as his age grew. He had taken
medication from different physicians, and consulted doctors of
fame and name — all in vain. Having medical communities
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failed him, he, at the advice of a friend decided to turn towards
meditation. In 1955, he met U Ba Khin in Rangoon, with whom
he initially sat the ten days vipassana meditation retreat.

Soon he felt the benefit of vipassana meditation within himself,
which help in coping with the migraine, which eventually
healed him. For the next 14 years, he trained under U Ba Khin.
With the nationalization of businesses and industries by the
military government, Mr. Goenka wanted to leave for India, and
having received permission from U Ba Khin, his teacher, to

carry on the tradition of vipassana imeditation, he shifted to
India in 1969.

Having taught from makeshift premises for seven years, In
1976, he founded Vipassana International Academy, also
known as Dhamma Giri, in Igatpuri, in the State of
Maharashtra. From there he regularly conducted meditation
classes, where thousands of local and Western meditators
attended his classes, which was growing day by day. As his
classes grew so was the need for more teachers, and to fill the

gaps, he trained many of his former students as his assistants to
depute during his absences.

In 1985, the Vipassana Research Institute was established to
investigate and publish literatures on vipassana and its effects.
In the meantime, his fame spread far and wide with the words of
the mouth, since he refused media glare, and was invited to
conduct similar meditation retreats from many parts of India
and abroad. Since 1980s, as a meditation teacher, he travelled to
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many countries of North America, Latin America, Europe,
Asia-Pacific, Middle-East and Africa.

In response to ever-growing demand, today there are more than
120 permanent vipassana centres worldwide have been opened,
including 56 centres in India. To maintain its purity, Mr.
Goenka 1nsists, meditation must never become a business.
Courses and centres operating under his direction are all run on
a totally non-profit basis. He himself receives no remuneration
for his work directly or indirectly, nor do the assistant teachers
whom he has authorized to teach courses as his representatives.
He distributes the technique of Vipassana purely as a service to
humanity, to help those who are in need of help.

Mr. Goenka tried to ensure that the whole network does not
become a sectarian religion or cult. He recommends the
expansion should be for the benefit of others, not mere
expansion for the sake of expansion — but with the intention of
benefiting more people, rather than for the sake of
organisation's growth.

He, in fact, was able to push vipassana meditation in the Indian
prisons. In 1993, at the invitation of the then Inspector General
of Prisons in New Delhi, Ms. Kiran Bedi, Mr. Goenka
conducted 10-day vipassana classes in Tihar Jail, one of the
biggest prisons in India. Beside prisoners, countless numbers of
military and police personnel too have attended his classes.
Since then it has become a regular feature of prisons.

He had delivered speeches on the benefit of vipassana
meditation in various and diverse institutions of the world. He
had spoken in the United Nations General Assemby, to the
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9. The Art of Living: Vipassana Meditation: As Taught by S. N.
Goenka: Hart, William (1987)

10. The Art of Dying:. by Vipassana Meditation Teachers S. N.
Goenka and others: Ed. Virginia Hamilton
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Bhikkhu Jagdish Kashyap
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The Founder-Director of Nava Nalanda Mahavihara, Nalanda,
Bhikkhu Jagdish Kashyap was one of the leading figure In
revivifying Pali and Buddhist studies in India. He together with
Rahul Sanskrityayana and Anand Kausalyayana, both alummni of
Vidyalankara Pirivena of Sri Lanka, would form the ‘trio” of the
new ‘activist’ Buddhist monks of India who played substantial
roles in the resurgence of Buddhism in India for decades.

Born as Jagdish Narain into a Hindu Kayastha Brahmin family
on 2" May, 1908 at Ranchi in the state of Jharkhand in India,
his father Shyam Narain was an employee in the Judge’s Court
in Ranchi. Shyam Narain originally hailed from Rounia village
In the district of Gaya, but after his marriage with the only child
of Ram Prasad, a government employee in Ranchi, he was
persuaded to move to Ranchi and settled there permanently.

Jagdish Narain had his early school education at Ranchi. He
passed his matriculation examination from Ranchi Zila School
In 1925. After that he was sent to Patna for higher studies. He
did his Intermediate Arts from New College in 1927, and
Bachelor of Arts from Patna College in 1929. From Patna he
went to Varanasi and did his Master of Arts in Philosophy from

Banaras Hindu University in 1931. In the following year he did
a second M. A. privately in Sanskrit from the same university.

Since his High School days, he was ‘an ardent Arya Samaji’,

who had a commitment to social service and nationalist

movement, and has taken vow to remain a celibate, a
‘brahmacart’.
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After completing his M.A., Jagdish Narain wanted to do
doctoral work 1n Buddhist Philosophy. Some well-wishers
advised him first to study Pali Tipitaka in original in order to do
doctorate. He tried to contact Vidyalankara Pirivena by writing
a letter in Sanskrit expressing his desire to study Pali, but had
not got any response. Later on, he got into contact with Rahul
Sanskrityayana at Patna, who had recently returned back from
abroad. Rahul Sanskrityayana impressed him by citing the
Kalama Sutta, where the Buddha has asked to accept religious
teachings only after one is fully convinced. It had hugely
impacted the mind of Jagdish Narain. Through Rahul
Sanskrityayana and Anand Kausalyayana, who werc already
become a Buddhist monk and both had studied in Vidyalankara
Pirivena, Jagdish Narain left for Sri Lanka in November 1933,
and joined the Vidyalankara Pirivena. There he taught Sanskrit
and learned more Pali.

In 1934, he was ordained by Ven. L. Dhammananda Mahathero
of the Vidyalankara Pirivena, thus Jagdish Narain became
Bhikkhu Jagdish Kashyap, for Kashyap was his Hindu goira
(family lineage) name. During the period of his study and
training in Sri Lanka, Bhikkhu Jagdish Kashyap had started
translating Dighanikaya in Hindi, jointly with Rahul Sanskritya-
yana. In Sri Lanka, he even spent a ycar in the Salagala forest
for meditation. Toward the end of 1936 he returned back to

India.

In 1937, he shifted to Sarnath and associated himself with the
activities of Maha Bodhi Society and started translating Pah
Tipitaka into Hindi and doing other literary and scholarly
works. When the society founded a High School in Sarnath, he
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was invited to be the first Head Master. The school was first

housed in the Birla Dharmasala. It was built by Seth Jugal
Kishore Birla, the well known philanthropist of India, and thus
Bhikkhu Jagdish Kashyap came into contact with him. It was
due to this contact with the philanthropist and S. Radhakrishnan
that he succeeded in persuading his a/ma mater, Banaras Hindu
University, to start the teaching of Pali in 1940. He worked

there for nine years.

In 1949 he decided to leave Varanasi and went on carika to
meet people in the interior villages of Magadha. He met and
taught the people about their ancient cultural, literary and
religious heritage. While he was doing all this, the Bihar
government was also planning to start three Institutes for the
study of Sansknt, Pali and Prakrit in Mithila, Nalanda and
Vaisali respectively. Bhikkhu Jagdish Kashyap was a natural
selection for his vast knowledge and experience to head the Pali
Institute at Nalanda. Nalanda at that time was a desolate and
deserted place where no building was available for temporary
housing the Pali Institute and so he started the work from Rajgir
and 1t was only later that he moved to Nalanda. This Institute

later developed into the present Nava Nilanda Mahavihara. Dr.

Rajendra Prasad, the first President of India, laid the foundation
stone on 20" November 1951.

When the government of India decided to celebrate the 2500
of Buddha Jayanti in 1956, he urged upon the state and central
governments 1o bring out the whole of Tipitaka in Devanagari
seript, which was his strong desire to bring out standard version.
Hi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>