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BLESSINGS

Introduction

Thushave I heard: once the Buddha was dwell-
Ing at the monastery of Anathapindika in the Jeta
Grove near Savatthi. Then, in the midnight a certain
deity, illuminating the whole Jeta Grove with his
surpassing splendour, came to the Buddha and, mak-
Ing salutations, stood on one side and addressed the
Buddha in (the following) verse:

Venerable Sir, Many deities and men, wishing
well-being, have pondered over those things
that constitute highest blessings. Would your
Venerable be kind enough to explain what
blessing is.
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Thirty-Eight Blessings

Oll PVCIVOE © oocuoél ocﬁmoqg ~oNleT 1
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1. Not to associate with fools, to associate with the
wise and to honour those who are worthy of

honour; this is the highest blessing.
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2. 'To reside 1n a suitable locality, to have done
meritorious deeds in the past and to set oneself in

the right course: this is the highest blessing.
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3. Vast learning, perfect handicraft, highly trained
discipline and pleasant speech; this is the highest

blessing.
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