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PREFACE

This part contains some of mv published and
unpublished articles mostly dealing witiy the topies of
Ancient Indian Geography. The published articles have
been thoroughly revisad and enlarged. 1 helieve they will
be helpful to scholars and students interested 1n Indolo-
oical studies. A sketch map has been supplied for a
better understanding of the geographical topies treated
. here. I am thankful to the Ganganatha Jha Research
Institute of Allahbad for accepting 1t as thewr publica-
tion.

43, Ka1L.AS BOSE STREET, ]
Calcutta-6.

- B. C. Law
The 15th June, 1953. J



CHAPTER 1

The city of Kapilavastu which was known to the
Chinese as Chia-wei-lo-yueh is historically important as
the Buddha claimed it as his own city,” and
the capital of his father king Suddhodana’
It has been described as the city of Sakya-
It was variously known as Kapilavastu, Kapila-
pura, Kapilahvayapura and Kapilasva vastu.” The city
of Kapilavastu or Kapilavastu was buill on the site of the
hermitage of the sage Kapila.” A story of the foundation
of this city is given in the Mahavastu." The river Rohini
really flowed between the territories of the Sakyas and
Koliyas. It formed the boundary between these two
clans,” who cultivated the fields with the water of this
river." There was a quarrel between the Sakyva and Ko-
liva cultivators who lived on opposite sides of this river

Importance,

name & origin

3

munil.

with regard to the right of its water for use in 1rrigation.’

The famous Rummindei pillar marks the site of the
ancient Lumbini garden, the traditional scene of Sakya-
muni’s birth. V.A. Smith says that it has

Location : . -
been removed from its original position. It

—y

1. Buddhavamsa, Ch. XXVI, V. 13 (f. Digha, 1, p. 901.

2. Digha, II, 7, 52. 3. Mdahavastu, Vol. I, p. 1.

4. Lalitavistara, 2438 ; Mahavastu, II, p. 11 ; Scundarananda Kavya
Canto I : Lalitavistara, p. 28—Kapilahvaye §obhati janmablamile 3 Divya-
vadana, pp. 90, 390, 67.

5. Saundarananda Kavya, Canto I ; Divyivadana, p. 548 ; Mahavastu, I,
p. 1.
6. Vol. I, pp. 3848 ff.; Vide also my Some Ksatriya Tribes of Ancient indiu.
pp. 169-73.

7. Theragatha, V. 529, p. 56. 8. Dhammapada Commy.. 111, p. 25&

9. Jataka (Cowell Ed.), V., p. 219 ; vide also my Some Ksatriya Tribes
of Ancient India, pp. 208-10,



2 INDOLOGICAL STUDIES

now stands about 13 miles to the north-west from Rum-
mindei.! e is inclhined to identify Kapilavastu, which
lay not far from the Lumbinigrama, with Piprawa in the
north of the Basti district of the Nepal frontier. Rhys
Davids takes Tilaura Kot to be the old Kapilavastu. P.
C. Mukherji agrees with Rhys Davids and identifies Ka-
pilavastu with Tilaura, two miles north of Tauliva, which
1s the headquarters of the Provincial Government of Ta-
rai and three and half miles to the south-west of the Ne-
palese village of Nigliva, north of Gorakhpur, situated 1n
the Nepal Tarai. Rumminder 1s only ten miles to the
ast of Kapilavastu and two miles north of Bhagavan-
pura.’ :

This city was visited by two Chinese pilgrims Fa-
Hien and Hiuen Tsang in the 5th and 7th centuries A.D.
Chinese pilerime According to Fa-Hien it was thinly pop.ula—
Visits ted. Here he saw towers set up at various

places.” According to Hiuen Tsang it was
about 4000 11 1n circuit. The villages were few and desolate
and the monasteries were more than one thousand in
number. There were Deva temples where different secta-
rians worshipped. After the passing awa~ of the Buddha,
topes and shrines were built at or near Kapilavastu." This
city which was also known to the Chinese as Kil-pi-lo-fa
-sse-t1 had no supreme ruler. It was rich and fertile and
was cultivated according to the regular season. The
climate was uniform and the manners of the people soft
and obliging.”  According to the Shui-ching-chu the city
contained some lay disciples and about 20 householders

- s e sl

1. Early History, tth Ed.. p. 178, f.n. 1.

2, For further detiils wide EL., V, 4 14, Vol. XXXIV, 1905, p. 10;
JRAS., 1908, pp. 471-98, 823 ; I.4. XLIII, 194, pp. 17-20 ; Mukherjee, Report
on Antiquilies in the Tarar, Nepal, Caleatta, 1901.

3. Travels of Fa-Hien by legge, pp. G4 68,

t. Watters, On Yuwan Chwang, 11, p. &

3. Beal., Buddhisi Records of the Western World, 11, 14,



KAPILAVASTU o

belonging to the Siakya lamily. The people higly culti-
vated religious energy and still maintained the old spirit.
They completely repaired the dilapidated stipas.'

Kapilavastu which was a great city had many gar-
dens, avenues and markel places, four gates and towers.”

As pointed out by AsSvaghosa in his Saundarananda-
Kavya (Canto. I), no unjust taxes were levied in the city
of Kapilavastu. Conscquently 1t was filled
with people within a short time. Tt was full
of assemblies, festivities, gifts and religious ceremonies.
It was the abode of the virtuous, the resort of the dis-
tressed, the place of encouragement of the learned and
the picketing ground for the men of might. It was
wealthy and a centre of learning. Nobody used to make
a parade of his learning and manly vigour. All round on
the roads and 1n the groves charming and beautiful rest-
houses were built and provided with wells. To gratify the
citizens beautiful gardens were laid out. Ministers were
appointed from those who were mtelligent, eloquent, and
courageous. The city had white-coloured beautiful hou-
ses and good markets. It was encompassed by a row of
palaces. It had a broad moat with a straicht and magni-
ficent main street and big ramparts. It was full of ele-
phants, horses and chariots. According to the Buddha-
carita-Kavya (Bk. 1) Kapilavastu, or Kapilasya Vastu,
the excellent city of the Sakyas (Puruttama)® had a pure
and lofty system of government. Poverty did not find a
place there. Prosperity shone resplendently. It had
arched gateways and pinnacles. King Suddhodana ru-
led it. Maya was his queen. The Bodhisatta entered
her womb to destroy the evils of the world. This pros-

T — - e —— - - e T Y

Description
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1. Northern India according to the Shui-ching-chuw by L. Petcch, 33.
2. Lalitavistara, pp. 58, 77, 98, 101, 102, 113 and 123.
3. Vimanavatthu Commentary, PTS., 313.
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perous, rich, peaceful and populous cily was well sup-
phed with food and densely peopled with happy citizens.
It was a favourite resort of the merchants and the centre
of busy trade. The people of the city were fond of trade
and commercee.!

hapilavastu s saild to have been surrounded by
seven walls.™ The walls were 18 cubits high.” This city
had a school for archery where the Sakvas were trained.*
It also contained a residence for recluses of all schools.’
The people of Kapilavastn co-habited with their own
sisters.”

The Mote Hall (Santhagara) or the Congress-hall of
the Sakyas existed al Kapilavatthu where a number of
Sikvas, old and new, sal there on ¢rand
seats.” It was also known as the Sakyaparisa
or Sakya-purisad where 32 princes, the sons of a Sakya
airl and Raja Kola of Benares came to settle matters of
dispute.” The Sakvas built a new Hall at Kapilavatthu
and mvited the Buddha to use it first. As soon as
Lthey got his consent, they went to complete the Hall by
sctiing out seals, keeping buckets of water, and getting
lamps and ol ready. The Master then proceeded to the
ITall with the confraternity, bathed hs feet and took his
scal by the centre-post with his face towards the east.
Far into the night the Master instructed the Sakyas of
Kapilavatthu in that 11all.’

Mote-Hall

- — g - - — LR I ]

Mahavesta, Vol 1, p. 1y CL Sam., V., p. 369 ; Mahavastu, Vol. I,
 Ibid., 1, pp. 318 32,
Saptaht pakarchi=Mabavastw, 11, p. 73.
Jateka, V, 63--althdvoesahatthubbedham pdalkdram,
Watters, On Yuan Chweang, I, p. 13.
Rhvs Davids, Buddhist India, p. 20.
G. Jalaka, V.. p. t13—bhadiniln saddhim vasimsu ;. Cf. Sumangalavilasmnai,
I, pp. 238-60 ; Dhammapada Commy., 111, p. 255.

Fr

v Digha, I,—Ambatthasutta. 8. Mahavastu, 1, pp. 352-55.
9. Mayhima, 1, p. 35t : Sumyutta, 1V, 182-83,

p. 45

1.
D2
2.
3.
4,
.
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The Buddha was very active in the eity of Kapila-
vastu 1n giving several discourses on l'(_:]i;_{'imls l()pi('s.‘
The Banyvan grove (Nigrodharama) al
Kapilavalthu was his favoneite vesort. e
came here from RBajagriba on his hegoing
Lour.” Here Sariputta converled Rahnla at his request and
he himself converted king Suddhodana.” While the Master
was staying at this grove Mahapajapati Golami came to
him and requested himm to allow her to enler the Order.
The request was Lhrice turncd down and Gotami
went away saluling the Master, being sorrowful.”  The
Master while staying among the Sakyans al Kapilavastu,
went for alms into the city carly in the morning, duly
robed, with bowl in his hand. On his rcturn after his
meal, he betook himself to rest during the heat of the
noon at the cell, erected by a Sakvan named Kala-khe-
maka.’ In this city the Buddha was atltended by a large
number of monks.* The Master swas informed that the
assembled monks had prepared a robe for nm.” Once
the Master came here from Kosala. A Sakya named
Mahanama arranged for his night’s stay in the hermitage
of Bharandu-kalama." Here the Master had a talk with
one of his chief disciples, Mahimoggallana, about a Jain
named Vappa in connection with bodily and mental res-
traints.” The Master, while staying in the Banyan grove
met Mahapajapati Gotami who begged him to be so good
as to accept from her two new lengths of cloth as being the
work of her own hands at the loom. The Master tald bher
to give it to the confraternity and thereby show honour

Buddha's acti-
vities

1. Sam., V., 395-97, 404408 ; Ang., I, 219-20; Ibid., 111, 28t 11.; Lbid.,
1V, 220 ff.; Ibwd., V. 84 fl.; Majjhima, I, 91 ff.

2. Samyutta, III, 91, 3. Vinayu-Mahavagga, PTS. pp. 5283,
4. Vinaya-Cullavagga, PTS., p. 2533 ; Ang., IV, p. 271
5. Majjhima, III, p. 110. 6. Sam.. 1, 26 Digha, 1, 253

7. Ang., V, 328, 332. 8. Ibid., 1, p. 277. o, Ihid.. Th 196 H,
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both to him and also to the Brothcrhood. She thrice
requested him and got the same answer. The Master at
last asked Ananda to accept the cloth from her.” The
Master sat at the foot of a trec at Kapilavatthu, seeing
the massacre ol the Sakyas by Vidadabha.” The Budd-
ha’s noble teachings bad great influence upon dSakyan
women. Two prominent women named Tissa and Mitta,
belonging Lo the noble clan of the Sakyas of Kapilavastu,
renounced the worldly life with Mahapajapati Gotami.
They became spiritually so developed that they attained
saintship.®  After Lhe passing away of the Buddha the

Sakyas of Kapilavastu got a share of the
Stiipa built bodily relics of the Master and built a stupa
over Buddba's

bodily relics over them at Kapilavatthu. They honoured
and worshipped 1t.*

According to the Rummindeir Inseription when king
Asoka was anoinled twenty years, he personally came
and honoured the place, because the Buddha was born

there. He erected a stone pillar to mark
Asoka's visit te  Lthe site of the Buddha’s birth. He made
the DBudilha’s e - : . :
birth-place Lumbinigrama free from taxes and the vil-

lagers had to pay only an elghth share of
theinr produce.” Another 1mportant epigraphie record
cvidentlv connected with Kapilavastu, viz., the Nigal
Sagara Pillar Inseription of Asoka, purports to state
that when king AsSoka had been anointed 14 vears,
he enlargea the stapa of Kanakamuni to double 1ts origi-
nal s1ze.” I'or further details vide my Geographical Essays,
Vol. 1. Chap. VIII.

L]
-_ - - —r

1. Majphoma, 1V, 233 §f, 2. Dhammapada Commy., 1, 357.

3. Mrs. Rhys Bavids, Psalins of the Sisters, p. 12 ; Therigatha Comumy.,
p. 11 ; Mrs. Rhys Davids, Psalims o7 the Sisters, p. 29.

4. IMhgha, 11, p. 1067. 5. CH, IlI, pp. 2641-65.

6. Ibid., 1I1. p. 165.
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AYODHYA

Ayodhya or Ayojjha or Ayudha is one of the seven
holy places of the Hindus.! Ta-Iicn calls this town as
Sha-che and accordine to  Plolemy it is

ceographical - hown as Sogeda. Its capilal was Sujanakot
position = a5 SUjanaxko
or Sancankot, 34 miles north-west of Unao

in Oudh on the river Sai in the Unao district. In Brah-
mana Literature we find that Sunahs$epa speaks of this
town as a village.? According to the Vividhatirthakalpa®
of the Jains, Ayodhya is also known as Vinita, Saketa,
Tksvakubhimi, Ramapuri and Kosala. It is the birthplace
of Rsabha, Ajita, Abhinandana, Sumati, Ananla, and
Acala. Seven Jain preceptors were born here. According
to this Jain work, Ayodhya was 12 yojanas long and nine
yojanas broad.' This town 1s situated on the banks of the
Sarayu river,” about 6 miles from the Fyzabad Railway
Station. It is also a sacred place of the Vailsnavas. Sarayu
or Sarabhi® of Pali literature 1s the Ghagra or the Gogra
in Qudh. According to the Vividhatirthakalpa, the river
Ghargharadaha meets with the Sarayu and is known by
the name of Svargadvara. This river rises in the moun-
tains of Kumayun and after its junction with the Kali-
nadi, it is called the Sarayu, the Ghagra or the Dura.
According to the Mahabharata, the Sala} u 1ssu(,s hom

1. Ayodhya, Mathum, Maya, K&si Kanct, Avant:hu, Puri Dumn nt: caivd
Saptaita moksadayikah.

2. Aitareya Brahmana, vii. 8. 1f.; Sankhayana Srauta Siatra. XV, 1723,
Cf. JRAS., 1917, p. 52 note.

3. & 4. Vividhatirthakalpa, p. 24, 5. Ramayana, Balukinda, Ch. 21

6. Vinaya, YI, 237 ; Anguttara Nikaya, IV, 101 ; Samyatia, 11, 135
Udina, V. 5. The Aciravati was 1its tributary.

7. Anuéisanaparva, Ch. 155. The Sarayii is mentioned among other
rivers: Rahasyam $atakumbhin ca Sarayiin ca tathaiva ca Carmunvatim
VYetravatim Hastisomam disain tathd (Mbh., Vangaviisi Fd., 821, 19).
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the Manasa-sarovara. The Son and the Sarayd' join the
Ganges near Singhee, 8 miles east of Chapra in Saran, be-
tween Singhee and Harji-chupra, two villages on both
stdes of the Ganges, about 2 miles to the east of Cherund
and 8 miles to the east of Chapra. According to Alberuni
Ayodhya is situated about 150 miles south-cast from
Kanauj. In the Buddhist period Kosala was divided into
Uttara-Kosala (northern Kosala) and Daksina-Kosala
(southern Kosala), the Saraytu being the dividing line be-
tween the two provinces. The capital of the Southern
Kosala was Ayodhya on the Saraya. According to the
Ramayana,” the river Syandika or the Sai between the
Gumti and the Ganges formed the southern boundary
of Kosala.

Rhys Davids points out that Ayodhya had sunk to
the level of an unimportant town in Buddha’s time.’
Some think that Ayodhva and Saketa were identical but
Rhys Davids says that both the cities existed in Buddha’s
time. They were possibly adjoining cities like London
and Westminster. Avodhva seems to have been the
earliest capital and Siketa the next.! According to the
Chinese pilgrim Yuan Chwang, it was 5000 1 in circuit.
The Ramayana tells us that Ramacandra walked south
from Avodhva to Pancavati. After killing Ravana,
Rama is saad to have proceeded to Kiskindhya and thence
to Ayodhya.” Avodhya 1s described in the Ramayana
as bemng situated on the banks of the river Sarayi in the
land of Kosala which was a big Janapada or country,
and the well-known town of Ayodhya was included 1n it.
Manu, the progenitor of man, is said to have built Ayo-

[ . e kR e e - A WA W ——

sl - A — - e - i —— - LR IO I L i ]

1. Cf. Ramayana, p. 7 vs. 35, where we read that Rama visited the
confluence of the Ganges and the Narvavi.

. Ramayana, 1, Chs, -43-50. 3. Buddhest India, p. 31.

4. Rai Chaudhuri, Political Ihistory of Ancient India, ith Ed., p. 91.

5  Mahiabharata, Vangavasi Edu., 548, 52-70,



AYODIIYA {)

dhya which was 12 yojunas in exient and 3 Vvojanas 1
breadth. According to the Ramayana, it took 4 davs
and nights to cover the distance between Avodhya and
Videha at normal speed; swiftly moving envovs could
cover the distance in 8 days. ALl a distance of one hrosa
(2 miles) from the capital city of Ayvodhya, was siiuated
Nandigrama where Bharata ruled over the people of
Ayodhya during Rama’s exile. The Ramavana further
points out that 3 days'and 8 nighls were generaliv taken
for swiftly flying messengers to recactr Mathura from
Ayodhya. Rama’s palace was half a vojana distant from
the banks of the Saraya.'

The Chinese pilgrim, Fa-Hien, who visited Ayodhya
in the 5th century A.D., saw the DBuddhists and the
e Brahmans not in good terms. He also saw a
Chincse tope there where the four Buddhas walked
Pilgrims and sat.” Another Chinese pilgrim, Yuan
Chwang, who visited India in the 7th century A, D. after
travelling more than 600 li and crossing the Ganges to
the south, reached the Ayudha or Ayodinva country.
According to him Ayodhya was the temporary residence
of Asanga and Vasubandhu. He says that Ayadha i1s
Saketa, 1. e., Avodhya. The country vielded good crops,
was luxuriant in fruit and flower and had a genial chinate.
The people had agreeable ways, were fond of good work
and devoted to practical learning. Therc were more
than 100 Buddhist monasteries and morce than 30060
Brethren who were students of Mahayina and Hinayana.
There were 10 deva temples and the non-Buddhists were
few in number. Within the capital was the old monastery
in which Vasubandhu composed various Sastres. Theve
was a hall in ruins where Vasubandhu explained iduid-

el - S —— T L - r a

———r——— o S s S—— e S - -

1. Ramayana, (Vangavasi Ed.), 1466, L.
2. Legge, Travels of Fa-llien, pp. 54-5J.

2
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hism to princes and monks who used Lo come from other
countries. Close to the Ganges was a large Buddhist
monasiery with an ASoka tope to mark the place at which
the Buddha preached to gods and men for 8 months on
the excellent docetrines of his religion.  Four or five h
wesl from this monastery was a Buddha relic tope and to
the north of the tope were the remains of an old monas-
tery where the Seutrantiha-oibhasa-$astra was composed.
In a mango-grove 5 or 6 I to the south-west of the city
was the old monastery in which Asanga learnt and taugnt.
The three Buddhist treatises  referred Lo by Yuan
Chwang were commanieated to Asanga by Maitreya, viz.,
Yogacarabhumisastra, Salrdalanlkara-tika and Madhyan-
tavibhaga S$astra. About 100 paces to the north-west of
the mango-grove was a Buddha relic tope. Asanga, accord-
ing to the pilgrim, began his Buddhist religious career
as a Mahisasaka and afterwards became a Mahayanist.
Vasubandhu began his career in the School of the Sarvi-
stivadins. The Chinese pilegrim also refers to an old monas-
tery 40 I north-west from Asanga’s chapel.  Within this
a brick-tope marked the place at whiceh the conversion
of Vasubandhu to Mahbavanism began. After the death
of Asanga, Vasubandhu composed several treatises, ex-
pounding and defending Mahavanism. e died at Ayodhya
al the age of 83.
According to the Ramayana, Avodhya was a aty full
of wealth and paddy. 1t had spacious streets and roads.
ils steeels were well-watered and looked vay
ﬁ{";"‘llﬂl‘ﬁ':}j“ wilh itowers, It had lofiy eates furnished
wilnn doors and bolls amidst the net-work
of its streets. Furmshad with all kinds of equipments, it
looked hike a bulwork with 1ts defences, It was the home
of a large number of skilfal persons Lratned 1n arts and

[ L L I R

1. Watters, On Ywan Chwang 1. pp. 3519,
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crafts. It was full of palatial buildings, sreen howers and
mango-groves. Around all these, a lone row of $ala trees
looked like a girdle. The city was rendered impregnable,
being surrounded by a deep diteh filled with water.
Animals useful Lo men like horses and elephants, cows,
camels and asses could be found there in laree number.
It had 1n it merchants from different countries, feudatory
chiefs and princes from all quarters. Solendid with its
stately mansions 1t had o large nminber of  pinnacled
houses. The city had lofty seven sitoried bhutldings inlaid
with gold and precious stones. It was a erowded city and
frequently resounded by the drums and noles of the harp
and other musical mstruments, It had a galaxy of great
men, benevolent sages, and virtuous people. This blisstul
city had Kamboja horses and mighty elephants. Men of
rank could be found in the city moving in chartots, horses
and elephants. The parks and pleasure gardens were re-
sorts of lovers, where merryfolk used to gather m the
cvening.' In the Mahabharata, the city of Avodhya 1s
given the epithet of ‘punyalaksand@’, that is, endowed with
auspicious signs. It was a delightful spot on earth and
its sparking splendour looked like the shining moon 1n
autumn.’

According to the Ramayana there were four grades of
social order, c.g., the DBrahmanas, the Ksatrivas, the
VaiSyas and the Sadras. Theyv had to fulfil duties and oblhi-
oations of the respective ordeors.” The Ksalri-
vas obeved the Brahmanas, the Vaisyas
followed the Ksatriyas, and the Stdras scrved the three
upper castes.' The Ksatriyas like the Brahmanas had to
perform the worship thrice daily. The Brahmanas occupled
the most exalted position in the social order of the age.

el el de S e——— -_— — - ] - ™, — e

1. Ramdayana, p. 309, vv, 22-24. 2. Ibid., p. 6, vv. 90-98.
3. Ibud., p. 114, v. 23, 4. Mdahabharata, pp. 171.72, vv, 23-47,

Social History

2456
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Being placed ¢l the highest rung of the ladder, the special
1)1‘i\-'ilewo~; that were dented to the Ksatriyas, were how-

wver enjoved by them. Thus the Brahmanas alone had
lhc rivnt Lo master Lhe four Vedas and used the sacred
sound Onldra and Vasalkdara.! The Brahmanas had also
the rieht to study not merely the sacred seriptures meant
for therr own class but also to acquire the sciences and
arts micnded for the Ksalrivas.”

Ordiparily birth in a fanmmly determined once for all the
caste of a man.  Transgression of this rule was, however,
allowed in special cases. Thus the sage Visvamitra, a
Ivsatviva by birthy, became a Brahmana by dint of his
extraordimairy merit and was accepted 1n the rank of a
Brihmana by his great rival Vasistha., The instance of
Admaka, a royal sage, born from the union of the sage
Vasistha with a Ksatrniva queen of the Iksvaku ruler of
Avodinva, as related 1 the Mahabharata, shows that off-
springs horn of such asaveirna union were not unknown.’
In the code of Manu we find mention of such asavarna
marriages of the anuwloma and pratiloma tvpes.

The Brabmanas were exempted from capital punish-
ment.”  Fhe robbing of their property was  considered
lo be a hemous act according to the pubhic ommon ol the

tune.” They hived on vegetable diet!

Famine was rare i the city of Avodhya. The people
were free from diseases. Premature death was unknown.
Fvervone was  charttably  disposed and all  residents
whether male or female used ornaments. Malpractices
were unknown and people were faithful in the observance
of sacrificial rites.” People were loval, faithful, and hos-
pltdble {o their guests. They used Lo Lll]O\' a long‘ lease of

L

1. Ibid., pp. hlb vv. 16-19, 2, Ibtd . P. 114, v. 23.

3. Ramayana, p. 114, v. 27, 4. Mahabharata, pp. 171-72, v, 23 47.
5 Ramayana, 1391, v. 34, 6, Ibid., 1392, vv. 48-49.

7. Ibid., 1404-5, vv. 26-27. 8. Ild., 15, vv. 10-12,
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life with their wives, sons and grandsons. The sick and
the destitute were Lrcated to sumptuous dinner. Food
and dress were freely given to all during lhe sacrifice.
Walking 1 circle around a dignilicd person before part-
Ing was the common way of paving homage. ITn o Srad-
dha ccremony a laree number of cows, gold and other
riches were given to the Brabhmanas.” lxtortion was uiter-
Iyl unknown.” During the coronation ceremony, Llhe
streets were richly decoraled and illnminaled,” musical
instruments  were played and ihe  Brabhmanas used to
chant sweet benedictions. The cornaiton ccremony was
held 1n an auspicious hour with good stars on a favoeur-
able day. Thus Rama was installed as king by the family
pricst Vasistba and others on a suitable dav with the
favourable star Sravana.”

Varwous evil-killing rites were performed.” To follow
clder Drothers was the golden rule for the vounger
brothers.” Earning money by selling lac, tlesh, honey,
iron or poison was considered abominable.” The offering
of oblations in honour of the departed spirit was a com-
mon custom,” and the offering of watery oblations 1n
honour of the departed ancestors was prevalent.”™ Jealousy
among rival brothers was not unknown. It was a com-
mon-place occurrence that a wife should c¢hng to her
beloved and a friend should act in a like manner. For a
brother to stick to his brother and aet 1n a reciprocal
way was something uncommon.”

Devotion to husband was considered as the highest
virtue for marrvied women."” According to the orthodox

il
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1. fbid., p. 115, v. 39. 2. Ibid., p. 126, vv. 21-23,
3. Ibud,, p. 136, v. 24. b, Ibid., p. 130, vwv. 17-15,
5. Muchabharata, p. 543, vv. 52-70.

6. Ramayana, p. 208, vs. 46-47. Tv. Ibid., p. 240, 1.

8, Ibid., p. 320, v. 38. 9. Ibid.. 322, vv. 2-3.

10. Ibid., 372, vs. £6-27. 11. Ibid., p. 1138, v. 11

12, lbid., p. 205, vs. 25-26.
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ideal of the age the amorous look from other’s eyes, the
faintest touch from a member of the opposite sex other
than her husband, would bave a sinister influence on the
cood repulation of a chaste wife.

No act of violence should be committed on the weak
and the helpless and specially on women. Such unchival-
rous conduct Tooked like an act of cowardice. Stealing
others’ wives by treachery was an offence.” Respectable
ladies never exposed themselves to public view,  Seclu-
ston of women within the confines of the mmner apartment
was the usual rule. If necessity arose, they would move
in palanquins or some other covered vehieles with ade-
quate vetls over thair faces and requisite garments over
Lheir bodies. On no ordinary account could they come
out to public streels by crossing the city gates on foot or
move with an open countenance.”  The exit of women
before the public view was allowed for serving the needs
of different kinds of Vyasanas ike hunting, game of dice,
cte. In times of war or public sacvifice, on occasion of the
marriage ceremony, or during the work of choosing one’s
partner from among a large number of sutlors 1n an open
assemblv (Steyamoeare) or in times of great distress or
sorrow, women had the right to come out of their harem
and expose themselves to publie view. The usce of deformed
men and  women for  the work of the harem was 1n
vogue at the time of the Ramayana.” The life of a widow
seems to be the hnehest curse for a woman.”

There were expert barbers, as well as good musicians
and wcll-traaned courtesans, big merchants and traders
at Avodbya.”  Disrespeet to Bralhmanas, parents and

L R . anlle— i e - .

1. Tbid., p. 1196, vs, 1920 0 p.o TI98, vs. 26-97.
Ibid., p. 1165, vs. 12-138.

Ibid., p. 1185, v. 61 ; p. 1194, vs. 1415,
Ibwd., p. 181, vs. 1-8. 5. Ihd., p. 1309, vs. 42-43,
Ibid., p. 1220, vs, 3-5.
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'priests was considered to be a sacrilege.” Preservalion of
dead bodies in vessels filled with oil was then known!’
King Dasaratha’s dead hody was preserved for sometime
before 1ls actual cremation by Bharata,

At the time of the Ramayana, the people and the
members of the roval houschold were on the whole reli-
agious. Religious sacrifices were performed

{{ﬁlﬁi;;'s and Vedie mantras were chanted.  During
the horse sacrtfice of  King  Dasaratha,

twenty-one kinds of sacrificial wood were nrepared and
set up by expert craftsman; of these six were made
of the timber of the Bilva tree, six of Khadira wood,
six of Palasa plant, one of ithe Slesmalalea’ Lmber
and the remaining two of pine wood.  The sacrificial
wood was covered with cloth and gold and wor-
shipped with scerited flowers. In a sacrifice many cows
and a large number of gold and silver bits were given to
the priests.” On the banks of the Sarayvia Rama and Laks-
mana offered their morning pravers and repealed the
Savitri mantra at the instance of the sage Visvamitra.'
In the hermitage of Visvamitra they performed the usual
sandhyda and morning prayers and oficred oblations to
the sacrificial fire.,” As we have already powntled out, offer-
ing of oblations in honour of the departed spirit was the
common practice. The Ksatriya kings and princes used
to observe ten days of aswuca or the observance of 1impii-
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1. Ibid., p. 1267, v. 21.
2. Ibid., p. 1119, v. 3. 3. Ibid., p. 322, v. L,

4. Cordia obliqua-Cordia Myx Linn Willd, A lree or shrub in all pro-
vinces, whole of warmer parts of India ; a pretty large but low tree m most
parts of Circars, but chiefly in gardens and hedges and near viliages
Gujarat, north Kanara, Deccan, Western Ghats <ole. There are two varieties,
viz., Ksudra Slesmdtaka=Cordia obliqua and Slesmidtaka ov Cordia Wallichi,
When ripe the fruits of this plunt are eaten by the people of the locality.

5. Ram., p. 31, vv. 50-51. 6. Ibid., . 7. vv. 3-3.
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7. Rdamayana, p. 58, vv. 31-32: [Ilid.. p. 539, v. 2,
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rily caused by the death of relations.' Among the Brah-
Mmeqias, sophists were not unknown and followers of the
hedonist school of Carvaka were also found. Four hund-
red horse saernfices, four thousand Vajapeva and numet-
ous Gomedna, Agnistoima and Atiratra sacrifices™ were
performed by some emment kings of the lksvaku race.
Liuly bathed, a Ksatriva king used to olfer oblations o
nre, and make worship in adoration of his ancestors and
yrahmanas and then prav before the mmages in temples
inside his palace.  As regards religious righls the Stdras
remained on a low footing of incqualily 1n comparison
with the Brahmanas and Ksairiyas. Sambuka, a Stdra
by birth, was slain by Rama for making vedic sacrifices.”

In the history of Jainism we {ind that a Jaina Tirth-
ankara named Antanatha was born at Ayodhya. He
arned the Ditle of the “Victorious” for he was so devout an
ascetie that he was unrivalled in performing austerities.
He soon attamed salvation.” A Jaina monk named Bud-
dhakivtt was well versed in Jaina seriptures. e flour-
ished during the interval betveen ParsSvanatha and Maha-
vira., Onee ulnlv perforimimyg  austerities on the banks
of the Sarava in Palasanagara he saw a dead fish floating.
1le ('awfull} w:.a.lr.-ht_,:(! it and thought et there was no
harnm: i ealing the Hlesh of the dead fish for there was
no soul 1 L.

Lored Adiguru atiained enlightenment on the Astavata
mountaimn near Avodhyva, Twenty-four Jain limages were
eslablished on this mountam. Dovinda Sint while wan-
dering at dSerisayva took his bath in the Sarayd river aceor-
ding to the Viciwdhatirihalealpa. At the instance of the
Goddess Padmavatt a blind  artisan  was  emploved io

1. Ibud., p. 328, vv. 1-2 2, Ibul oo p. 1432, vv, 8-9,
3., Ibid., p. 130, vv. 3 & . S. Stevenscen, Heurt of Jainism, p. 51,
5 Itd., p. 50,
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imake an image of Par$vanatha. Three preal images
were brought from Ayodhya by air.

Ayodhya was hallowed by the dust of the fect o Gau-
tama Buddha who lived there on the banks of the Sarayi.

While he was at Ayodhya, he pointed out to the monks
the transitoriness of the human body. Ile told them
thus, “The human body is like a foam, and similarly con-
sciousness, glamour, and human activitics, cte. have no
essence at all”.' The inhabitants of Ayodhya saw the
Buddha entering their town accompanied by a large
number of monks. They built a monastery for him in a
dense forest at a curve of the river Ganges and presented
it to him. He dwelt there for sometime.’

The Ramayana refers to the kings of Ayodhva and

the system of administration prevalent there. It 1s inter-
esting to note the duties of an lksviku king.

* Avoused from his sleep at dawn by the
hymns of prisoners and sittas, a king was served wilh
water for washing hands and feet. Duly bathed a Ksalriva
king offered oblations to fire and prayed before the 1images
in temples inside his palace. After {finishing the morning
duties he used to attend to the business of his state and
then go to his court where he would meet his ministers.
The king with his ministers used to listen personally to
the prayers and complaints of his subjects.” Worthy treat-
ment was given to state guests including kings and prin-
ces.' The king used to spend the first half of each day in
doing the business of his state, and the latter half of his
time was spent in enjoying the company of the ladies

Political Histor

of his harem.”
The chief aim of a righteous monarch was to carn the
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1. Samyutta, III, 14:0 ff, 'I v Saratthappakasoi, 11, p. 320,
3. Ramayana, pp. 1354-55, vv. 9-24 and 1. | ) .
4., Ibid., p. 1356, vs. 5 and 11. 5. Ibid., p. 1363, v. <.
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loyalty and goodwill of his subjects.’” He usced to hear
the report of his trusted scrvants and reliable courtiers in
order to ascertain the public opinion about nis govern-
ment.” He used to redress the grievances of his subjects
as far as possible.,) Nobody was detained or kept waiting
at his door if he came to pray for something before the
king. He was assisted in his administration by able
ministers, eminenl jurists, and men weli-versed in the sac-
red lore. Punishment was always in proportion to the
naturce and gravity of the offence.”  Life-long exile or
transportation was an alternative for death sentence.

The king used to give privatle mlerviews Lo spies and
special messengers for confidential talks. Divulging state-
seerets, watcehing or overhearing suchi secret talks were
highly punishable.,” The succession to the throne was
ocnerally determmned according o the law of bmmogeni-
ture in the Iksvaku family.’

Rama’s youngest brother Satruehna ruled Mathuard
which he founded.” Ilis younger brother, Bharata, with
his two sons Taksa and Puskala conguered the Gandhara
country. The cities of Taksasila and Puskalavall were
ruled by the two sons of Bharata." Candrakanta and
Angadiyva were ruled by the Lwo sons of Laksmana named
Candraketu and Angada." Ku$a and Lava were rulers
of southern and northern Kosala respectively.’* Satru-
ghna, Rama’s vounger brother, instailed his two sons
Suvahu and Satrughati as kings of Mathura and Vaide$a
kingdoms respectively.'™

1. Ramayane, p. 1367, vs. 1k 15, 2, Ihed., ». 1864, vs. 5-7
3. Ihd., pp. 1379-89, v Ibid.. PP, 1352-83,
5. 1bid.,, p. 1891, vi, 32 3. 6. dbud., p. 1161, v. 13.
7. Ibd., p. 1157, vs. 11-i2, S. Ibid, p. 887, v. 86.
0. Ibid., p. 1412, vs, 8-9. 1o, Thid., p. 1433, v. 11.
11. Ibid., p. 1436, vs. 7-9. 12, Tid., p. 1462, v. 17.

13. ITbid,, p. 1463, v. 10,
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In the Mahabharata,' the mention 1s made of sixieen
celebrated kings (sodasa-rajika) some of whom Yelonged
to Ayodhya, namely, Mandhatr, Sagara, DBhagiratha,
Ambarisa, Dilipa® and Rama Dasavathi. In the Mahabha-
rata mention is also made of Tksvaku, Kakulstha, Yuva-
nasva, Raghu, Nimi and others.” The pious Dirghayajna
was the king of Ayodhya when Yudhisthira ruled and
performed his Rajasaya sacrifice.’ Divakara was a king
of Ayodhya who was the contemporary of Senant, Kking
of Magadha. Both of them were contemporaries of
Asimakrsna.” Iksvaku, one of the nine sons of Manu
Vaivasvata® reigned at Ayodhya who had two sons,
Vikuksi-sasada and Nimi. From the former was descended
the great Aiksvaku dynasty of Avodhva generally known
as the solar race. |

The lksvakus, Aiksvakus or Aiksvakas are the titles
of the solar race. Iksvaku was so called because he was
born from the sneeze of Manu.” The Puranas give a hist
of the kings of Ayodhya.’

The Ramayana genealogy, according to Pargiter,
must be treated as erroneous and the Pauranie gencalogyv
1s Lo be accepted.” The Puranas say that there were two
Dilipas, one father of Bhagiratha and the other father or
srandfather of Raghu, but according to the Ramayana,
there was only one Dilipa, father of Bhagiratha and great-
orandfather of Raghu. According to the Ramayana,
Raghu was the father of Kalmasapada and Aja 1s placed

1. Mahabharata, vn, 55, 2170 ; xin, 29, 910-1037 : 1, 1, 223-1.

2. Dilipa, II. 3. Mahabharata, 13, 227-3.t.

4. Ibid., 241, 2. 5. Vayu, 99, 270 and Malsya, 50, 77.

6. Vayu, 85, 3-4; Br.,, 7, 1-2 ; Ag., 272, 5-7, 18-39 ; Bd., iii, 60, 2-3 ; ~uar.,
I, 20, 46 ; Va., 61, 29-30 ; Bd.. 11, 388, 30-2.

7. Visnupurana, Wilson’s Trans., III, 259.

8. Vayu, 88, 8-213 ; Br., 7, +1-8, 94 ; Hx., 11, 660 ; Matsya. 12, 23-37 ; Pa..,
v. 8 ; 180-62 ; Kur., 1. 20, 10-21, 60 ; Visnu, IV. 2,3, &, K.

9. Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, pp. 92 ft.
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twelve generations below Raghu but the Puranas make
Aja son of Raghu. The Raghuvamsa' supports the Pura-
nas that Aja was the son of Raghu. The Ramayana
makes Kakutstha son of Bhagiratha and grandson of
Dilipa but the Puranas say that he was the son of Sasada.
The Mahabharata supports the Puranas® The Raghu-
camsa® also supports the Puranas in saying that from his
time the kings had borne the title of Kakutstha and that
Dilipa was his descendant.

From Dasaratha to Ahinagu there 1s a general agree-
ment.  After Ahinagu, most of the Puranas give a list of
some Lwenty kings, Paripatra to Brhadbala, agreeing in
therr names, though some of the hists are incomplete to-
wards the end.”

The Aiksvaku gencalogy of Avodhva mentions the
following kings:—(1) Prasenajt who was the contempo-
rary of Matinara; (2) Yuvanasva II, Mandhatr, who
married SaSabindu’s daughter named Bindumati Citra-
rathi; (3) Purukutsa and (4) Trasadasvu.

Jahnu of Kanvakubja married the egrand daughter
of Yauvanasva, that is, Mandhatr.

The Talajanghas attacked Ayodhya and drove the
king Bahu from the throne. Mandhatr of Ayvodhya had
a long war with the Druhyu king Aruddha or Angara’
and killed him.’

Subahu, son of the Cedi king Virabahu, and Rtuparna,

— . ol L

1. Raghuvamsa, V, 35 6. 2. Mbh., I1I, 201, 13515-16.

3. Raghuvamsa, V1. 7T1-4.

4. 'Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 94.

5. Vayu, 91, 58-9; Bd., 11, 66, 28-9 ; Harivamsa, 27, 1421-8 ; 32, 1761-62 ;
Brahma., 10, 19-20, 138, 87.

G. Hartvamséa, 32, 1837-38 ; Br., 13, 149-50 ; Mbh., xn, 29, 981-2.

7. Ibd., m. 126, 10455.
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king of Ayodhya, werc contemporaries.!  Jamadagni
allied himself with the roval house of Avodhva for he
marricd Renukia, daughter of Renul’

Sumitra was the last of the Iksvaku kings in the Kali
age who was contemporary with the Buddha., The royal
house of lksvaku sank into oblivion at the time of this
king.’

The kings of Ayodhyva were connecled with the Vasis-
tha family. The Vasisthas were their hereditary priests.’
The earliest Vasistha was the famous priest of Ayodhya
in the reigns of Trayvyarjuna, Satyavrata-Trisanku and
Hariscandra.” The next great Vasistha was the priest of
Ayodhya at the time of Hariscandra’s successor Bahu who
was driven from his throne by the Haihaya-Talajanghas
alded by the Sakas, Kambojas, Yavanas, Paradas and
Pahlavas from the north-west but Vasistha maintained
his position.

Mitrasaha Kalmasapada Saudasa, king of Ayodhyva,
had the fourth noted Vasistha as his priest. The fifth
was priest of Dilipa II Khatvanga and the sixth was priest
to Dasaratha and his son Rama. King Kalmasapada
Saudasa beguiled by a Raksasa offered Vasistha human
flesh as food and was cursed by him.

Iksvaku obtained Madhyadesa® and was the progeni-
tor of the solar race,” with i1ts capital at Avodhva.

The kingdom of Ayodhya rose to very greal eminen-
ce under Yuvanasva II" and especially his son Mandhatr.
The latter married Sasabindu’s daughter Bindumatr.

- ——————

1. Ibid., 11, 64, 2531, 65, 2576 ; Va., 88, 17+ ; Bd., ui, 63, 173 ; Br., 8, 80 ;
Hv., 15, 815. 2. Pud., VI, 268, 8, 73-7TL: 209, 158.

3. CHI., Vol. I, p. 309.

4. Bd., 1, 48, 29 ; Vis., iv, 3, 18 ; Pad., vi, 219, 1L

5. Pargiter, Ancient Indiun Historical Tradition, p. 205.

6. Br., 7, 20 : Hv., 10634 ; Siv., vii, 60, 17 ; Va., 85, 21,

7. Matsya, 12, 15 ; Pad., v. 8, 120. 8. Mbh., 11, 126.
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He was a very famous king, a Cakravartin and a Samray)
and extended his sway very widely.! Mandhatr or his
sons carried their arms south to the river Narmada. The
supremacy of Avodhya waned and the Kanyakubja king-
dom rose into prominence under its king Jahnu. The
ITathavas overcame Ayodhya. The foreign iribes settled

there after Avodhva was conquered.

Avodhva rose to prominence again under Amsu-
mant’s second successor  Bhagiratha and  Bhagiratha’s
Lhird successor Ambarisa Nabhagi.”

Of the Manva or solar kingdoms that existed origi-
nally, three remained, those of Avodhva, Videha
and Vaisali,”  These three Manva Kingdoms were not
dominated by the Aila stock. The carliest Angirasas
were connected with Mandhatr, king of Avodhva, and
the carliest Angirasa  Rsi was connected with Haris-
candra, king of Avodhyva.

Dasaratha called in the help of the rustic Rsyadrnga
from Anga.” The castern and southern kings and kings
of the distant Punjab were invited to Dasaratha’s saceri-
tice at Avodhva. Avodhya and the Vasisthas had no
associallon then with the brabhmanically elite region as
Pargiter points out.® The Kathasaritsagara refers to
the camp of Nanda in Ayodhya.’

In Buddhism we find that there was a king of Ayod-
hyva named Kalasena whose city was surrounded by ten
sons of Andhakavenhu (Andhakavenhudasaputta dasa-
bhatika) who uprooted the trees, pulled down the wall,

1. Ibid., 1, 126, 10162,

2. Br., 78, 53-77; Pad., vi, 22, 7-18; Lg., 1, 66, 21-2; Va., 88, 171-2.
3. Ancient Indvian thstorical Tradition, p. 292,

4. Ibhud.. p. 301, 5. Ramayana, 1, 9-10.

6. Anciend Imdian Historical Tradilion, p. 314.

7. Tawney’s Kd., I, p. 47.
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captured the kiug and brought his kinedom uniler cheir
sway. The city of Ayujjha was governced by the desceen-
dants of king Arindama.’

In Jaimism we find that Prasannajita, o king of
Ayodhya, give his davghter named  Peabhiavati in
marriage to ParSvanatha.’

Ayodhya scems to have been incinded within the
kingdom of Pusyamitra Sunga. An insceription found at
Ayodhya mentions the fact that Pusvamitra perforied
two horse-sacrifices or «$vamedfias darving his reien.
According to a spurious Gavia plate, Avodhva was tho
scat of a Gupta Jayaskandhavara or ‘Carnp of viciory’,
as early as the time of Samudra Gupla. Sonie coins of
Pura Gupta have on the reverse the legend, “Svi Vilras
mah,” which may be shorter form of the fall titie *Vikra-
maditya’. Allan identifies’ him with king Vikramaaily:
of Ayodhya, father of Baladitys, who was a patron
of Buddhism through the influence of Vasubandhu, 1Tt
may be assumed on the basis of this idenlification that
the immediate successors of Skanda Gupta had a capital
at Ayodhya probably till the rise of the Maukharis.”

A large number of coins were found ai the site of
Ayodhva. These coins fall under three classes.”  The
first and the earliest consists of a few rare
cast pileces, of which three Lypes are £nown.
The first type is known from one piece only;" 1t has a
flower on the obverse and plain reverse, and may not be
2 coin at all, but an ornament. Type I 1s only known

Avodhya Coins
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1. Jataka (Fausboll), IV, pp. 82-83.

2. Vamsatthappakasimi (PTS), I, 127.

3. S. Stevenson, Heart of Jainism, p. 48 ; C. J. Shalh (Janrin i Norlh
India, p. 83) considers this to be a misconception. .
4, EI., Vol.,, XX, p. 57. 5. Cf. B. M. C.. Gupla Cotns. p. XXl
6. Rai Chaudhuri, Political History of dacient India. Hh d o pp. H5-0.
7. Cf. H. Rivett-Carnac, JASDB., 1880, p. 135.

8. Pl., XVI, p. 6. '
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from a unique specimen in the Museum, the obverse

type 1s a svastilva which connects 1t with type III, and the
symbol on the reverse 1s well known from several series
of punch-marked coins. The square coin published by H.
Rivett-Carnace,” (obverse svastika, rev. bull) is probably
also a comn of this series. Type III i1s the commonest of
this class: the obverse, a svastika over a fish, 1s connected
by the former svmbol with the preceding type; the rough-
ness of the casting makes 1t difficult to break ap the
reverse Lvpe into its component symbols. These coins
probably contain a crescent or a taurine symbol above ¢
steelyard, but mught be a taurine symbol over an axec.
The former 1s the more probable explanation, and the
occurrence of the steelyard suggests that these are local
coins of the city, as distinet from the dynastic issues;
they may be compared with the Taxila pieces bearing a
steelyard. Their date may be conjectured to be the third
century B. C.

The remaning coins of Ayodhya are inseribed with
the names of the rulers who issued them, and fall under
two very distinet classes 1ssued by two separate dynas-
ties, one of square cast coms showing no trace oi foreign
influence 1 their style and tvpes, and another of round
struck pileces which have lypes rather than symbols.
The comns of ihe rulers of the first dynasty closely resem-
ble one another 1n style and are connected by their types.
The obverse is a bull, or rarely an elephant, before an
elaborate symbol not always distinet, which 1s replaced
on the coins of the later dynasty by a ceremonial stand-
ard or spear. The reverse type consists of a group of
five or six symbols. The characteristic symbols are a
small ‘Ujjain’ symbol, a tree in railing, a group of four
nandipadas 1n a square, a svaslika, a river or snake and
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another symbol. Two rulers, Visakhadeva and Sivadatta,
have also the type of the abhiseka of Laksmi. The
names of six rulers of this dynasty are known from Lheir
coins, which bear simply the Prakrit form of the namme 1n
the genitive. They are Miuladeva (Miuladevasa), Viyu-
deva (Vayudevasa), Visakhadeva (Visalkhadevasa), Dh-
anadeva (Dhanadevasa), Sivadatta (Sivadatasa) and
Naradatta (Naradatasa). At least one other ruler is re-
presented by the uncertain coins on which the name 1s
possibly Pathadeva. 'The type of Visakhadeva coin first
published by Rivett-Carnac and now 1in the Indian
Museum, has on the reverse a buckler-like object, a solar
symbol with a central boss surrounded by a circle of dots
within rims. This came from Fyzabad, as did all the
coins published by Rivett-Carnac. No attempt to arr-
ange these rulers in chronological order 1s possitle, nor
have we any literary or inscriptional references to them.
They probably cover the second century B. C.

The third class of coins belongs to a later dynasty.
From Rivett-Carnac and Cunningham we know that these
come from the same site. They are round pieces struck
from dies, leaving the seal-like impression, characteristic
of early Indian struck coin, and very distinct from the
coins of the earlier dynasty. The usual types are obverse :
a bull before a standard or spear, which closely resembles
the ceremonial spear on the ASvamedha coins of Samudra
Gupta,' and reverse : a bird, usually called a cock but pro-
bably a hamsa and a palm-tree with a river (or less
probably a snake) below. These three elements are to
be regarded as separate symbols and not as being com-
bined to form a single type, as their proportions show.
Another but rarer reverse type is an elaborate nandipada
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1. Cf. B. M. C., Gupta Coins, Pl. V, p. 9.
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in a framework; the complete form of this type is probably
something like the large symbol found on the coins of
Almora. This occurs on the coins of Kumudasena, Ajavar-
man, Samghamitra and Vijayamitra. Vijayamitra
1s the only ruler who coins both types. On the coins of
Kumudasena and Ajavarman, the object 1n front of tne
bull is probably a form of that on the coins of the earlier
dynasty, a kind of triangular standard with cross-bar in
railing. Kumudasena' is the only member of the dynasty
to call himself raja; the others inscribe their coins with
their names only. The rulers represented in the British
Museum are Satyamitra (Satyamitasa), Aryamitra (Ayya-
mitasa), Samgha (Mitra), Vyayamitra (Vijayamitasa),
Kumudasena (Rajiia Kumudasenasa) to which may be
added from the Indian Museum collection the names of
Ajavarman (Ajavarmana) and Devamitra (Detvamitasa).’
None of these rulers 1s otherwise known to history. Their
reigns probably covered the first two centuries A.D.’

W e ki -

1. See Rapson in JRAS., 1903, p. 287.

2. Cf. Catalogue of Coins 1n the Indiwan Muscum, 1, pp. 150-51, No. 16,
Pl. XIX, 16 and 18.

3. Allan, Catalogue of the Coins of Ancient India,, Introduction, pp. Ixxxvii-
xc and 129-139.



CHAPTER 111
MATHURA

Mathura was the capital of the Sarasena country. It
was built by Rama’s brother Satrughna after killing the
Yadava Lavana at the site of Madhuvana
by cutting down the forest there." This was
the birthplace of Krsna. It is mentioned in the Muinda-
Patiha as one of the most famous places in India.* Here
Mahakaccayana, an eminent disciple of the Buddha, was
actively engaged in preaching Buddhism.” Upagupta also
lived here, who acted as the guide of ASoka, while on pil-
grimage, to Buddhist holy places.” He is also credited to
have converted many people of Mathura.” Gunaprabha,
a disciple of Vasubandhu, is said to have lived here in the
Agrapura monastery.” Here existed the hermitage of
Dhruva.” The famous courtesan Vasavadatta lived in
this city.” Here various religious sects flourished side by
side. It was a city of the Pandavas whose power extended
westwards. To the Hindus, its sanctity was and 1s still
very great.

Mathura was known to Panini (IV. 2. 82). The Greeks
were acquainted with this city by the name of Methora

and Modoura (the city of the gods). The
pome and  Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien called it Ma-t’aou-lo
or the Peacock city.” Hiuen Tsang named 1t

Importance

1. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 170.

2. Trenckner Ed. p. 331. 3. Ang. I, 67 ; Majhima, 11, 83.

4. V. A. Smith, Early History of India, 4th Ed. p. 199.

5. Bodhisuttvavadana Kalpalata, 72nd Pallava.

6. Beal, Records of the Western World, I, p. 191n; Vassilief, Bouddhisme,
p. 78. 7. Shkanda Purana, Kasi Khanda, Chap, XX.

8. Diwvyavadana p. 852. 9, Travels of Fa-Hien, p. 42.
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Mo or (Mei)-t’u-lo. This name has been translated in
some Chinese glossaries as peacock (mayira). Madhura
was named after the demon chief Madhu,® who and
whose son Lavana reigned here before it was conquered
by Rama’s brother Satrughna.® The country of Stirasena
was named after its founder Sarasena, son of Satrughna.®
According to the Mahabhdrata® this city was known
as Madhupuri (derived from Madhu meaning
honey), which 1s the present Maholi, five miles to the
south-west of the modern city of Muttra. Madhuvana
1s also situated near Maholi.® In the Pali texts the city is
called Madhura. The Jains knew it as Sauripura or Su-
ryapura.’ The name of Sauryapura was derived from
Krsna saurt being one of his epithets.”

There 1s no mention of Mathura in Vedic Literature.
According to the Brahmanical tradition the Kamsa terri-
tory was the kingdom of Mathura.” The ancient city of
Mathura has been noticed by Arrian in his Indica (vii1)
on the authority of Megasthenes as the capital of the
Strasenas. Sarasena was the grandfather of Krsna and
from him Krsna and his descendants, who held Mathura
after the death of Kamsa, were known as the Strascnas.
Ptolemy also mentions this city (VII. 1. 50).

Mathura which 1s on the Jumna 1s included in the
Agra division of the United Provinces. It lay on the
Upper Jumna, 270 miles in a straight line, north-west of
Kausambi.’” The river Jobares (Jumna)
flowed through the country of the Surasenas

el i P -

1. W'ltters, On Yuan (‘huam.., I, p. 301

2. It seems that Madhura (a feminine form of Madhura) was a Prakrit
abbreviation of Madhupura.

3. R&m&yagm. Uttarakanda, XXV, c¢vii ; Harivam$a, LV, 3061-3, 3083-96 ;
XCV, 5243-7. 4. Ramayana, VII, 70. 6-9. 5. Sabhaparva, XXX, 1105-6,
6. Growse, Mathura, p. 53 f.n. 7. Jama Sutras, XLV, p. 112.

8. Ibud., II, p. 112. 9. Ray Chaudhuri, PHAIL., 4th Ed., p. 119.
10, Cambridge History of Inda, I, p. 526,
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(Sourasenoi), an Indian tribe, possessing two large cities
of Methora and Klisobora. Pliny' calls the river the
Jomanes which flowed into the Ganges throush the Pali-
bothri between the towns of Mcthora and Chrysobara.®
Lassen transcribes Chrysobara as Krsnapura.® He locates
it at Agra. Cunningham identifies it with KeSavapura
mahalla of Mathura.* S. N. Majumdar suggeests that Gokul

on the left bank of the Jumna and five miles S. S. E. of
Mathura may be identified with it.’

According to the Greeks Methora (Mathura) was
situated on the banks of the Jumna higher up than Agra
from which it was 85 miles distant. This city was situated
to the south of Indraprastha.® The way from Sravasti to
Mathura lay through an important locality called
Veranja.” Mathura was situated on the right bank of the
Jumna and it stood midway between Indraprastha and
Kausambi. Strictly speaking it is the Uttara-Madhura,’
which is 1dentified with Maholi,” five miles to the south-
west of the modern town of Mathura.

From Sankissa'® (Sanskrit Samkasya) on the Ganges

gl L

1. Natural History, VI, 19.

2. McCrindle, Ancient India as described by Ptolemy, S. N. Majumdar
Ed. p. 98. The statement of Pliny does not seem to be correct if by Palibothn
he meant the city of Pataliputra.

8. Indische Altertumskunde, I, p. 127 n.3.

4, Archaeclogical Survey of India Report, XX. p. 45.

5. Cunningham, Ancient Geography of India, S. N. Maj)umdar’s Ed., p. 707.

6. Mbh., Sabhaparva, XXX, 1103-6. 7. Malalasekera, Dict. of Pult
Prop. Names, 1I. 930.

8. Mathuri of Northern India as distinguished from Daksina-Madhura
(modern Madura) the capital of the Pandyas in South India.

9. Mr. H. Waddington excavated a mound near Maholi on a site about
1} miles to the south-west of Muttra Junction Rly station. The pottery and
other archaeological finds unearthed could not be dated later than the Kusanu
age. Hands, feet, knees, and pieces of drapery from Bodhisattva figures of
colossal size along with fragments of stone umbrellas, miniature stapas, and a
torana gateway were found there (Journal of the U.P.Hist. Suciety, Vol. XV,
Pt. II, pp. 135 f1.).

10. The Pali Sankassa is Sanskritised in the later DBuddhist works as
Samkasya but it may as well be equated with Samkarsa,
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the distance of Northern Madhura i1s said to have been

four yojanas only." There was a bridge of boats between
Mathura and Pataliputra.® Modern Mathura is not on

the ancient site. It has moved to the north owing to the
encroachment of the river.

Fa-Hien who visited Mathura saw many monasteries
there full of monks.” Buddhism was then growine in this
city.” Hiuen Tsang who also visited i1t found
it to be above 5,600 i and the capital about
20 11 in circuit. The soil, according to him, was very fertile
and agriculture was the chief industry. Mango trees were
grown there 1n orchards. The country also produced a
fine stripped cotton cloth and gold. The clhimate was
hot. The manners and customs of the people were soft
and complacent. They esteemed virtue and honoured
learning. They believed in the working of karma. There
were Buddhist monasteries and deva temples and the
professed adherents of difierent non-Buddhist sects lived
pell-mell.” According to the Varaha Purana there was in
this city a bathing place called Visranti ghat (Visrama
ghat) where Krsna took rest after his victory over Kamsa
(p. 152). At Kamsa-ka-iila outside the southern gate
of the present city of Mathura Krsna kilied Kamsa. The
yog-ghat marks the spot where Kamsa 1s said to have
dashed Maya to the ground. The temple of Bhiutesvara
1s identified with the stiupa of Sariputra, a disciple of
Buddha. Itis one of the seven stupas mentioned by Hiuen
Tsang. Within tlhus temple there 1s a subterranean
chamber (,ontdlnuw the 1mage of Patalesvari, a form of

- Ll

Desceription

]. Kaccavana, l’dh Grammar, S. (. Vidyabhusana’s 1id. k. ]II (h I,
p. 157.

2. Divyavadina, p. 386—Yavac c¢a Mathuram yavac ca Pataliputram
antarin nausarmmkramo’ vasthapitah.

3. Legge, Fa-llien, p. 42. 4, Ihid., Ch. xvi.

5. Watters, On Yuan Chwang, 1, 301 ; Cf. Beal, Records of the Western
World, ¥, p. xxxvii.
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Mahisamardini. There also existed three topes built by
Asoka.

Cunningham says, ‘the old city of Mathura 1s said to
have extended from the Nabi Masjid and fort of Raja
Kansa on the north to the mounds called Tila Kuns and
Tila Sat Rikh on the south’.® This city 1s
surrounded by many high mounds which are
mostly the remains of extensive builidings. Mathura was a
rich, flourishing, and populous city. It was the metropolis
of king Suvahu® of the race of the valhant Kamsa. There
lived in Mathura many rich men and big merchants.
Upagupta, the teacher of Asoka and the son of Gupta,
was one of its rich men.” The two brothers named Nata
and Bhata were the well-known merchants of this place.’
We also hear of a rich banker at Mathura having an
unlucky daughter who was made over to a wandering
ascetic who brought her up at the banker’s expense.’

Prosperity

This city had some disadvantages. The roads were
uneven (visamd), they were full of dust (bahuraja), there
were ferocious dogs (canda-sunakha), wild animals and
yaksas (valayakkha)® and the alms were not easily
procurable (dullabhapinda).” Quoting the Milasarvasti-
vada-Nikaya-Vinaya Watters 1n his Travels of Yuan
Chwang gives the same account with slight variations.
He says that the ground of Mathura was uneven and was

- unil—
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1. Cunningham, AGI., S. N. Majumdar’s Ed. p. 428.

2, Lalitavistara, p. 21; Cf, Beal, Romantic Legend of Sakya Buddha, p. 29.

3. Asokavadana, R. L. Mitra, Nepalese Buddhist Literature, p. 10.

4, Divyavadana, p. 349; Cf. Rockhill, Life of the DBuddha, (Nata and
Phata), p. 164. 5. Mahavastu, 11I, pp. 3890 ff.

6. Hare translates it as ‘bestial yakkhas' (The Book of the Gradual
Sayings, Vol. III, p. 188) but the word Vala (Skt. Vydle) means Boa-
constrictors and other wild animals.

7. Anguttara, III, 256 ; Pafic’ime bhikkhave adinava Madhurayam. Katame
panca? Visama, bahuraja, capdasunakba, valayakkha and dnllabhapinda.
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covered with stones and brickbats. It cor-
tained prickly shrubs. The people took soli-

tary meals and there were too many women.'

Mathura which was the home of the Vrsnis and Andha-
kas, was attacked by demons.? The Vrsnis and the
Andhakas being afraid of them left Mathura and esta-
blished their capital at Dvaravati.’ It was
also besieged by Jarasandha, king of
Magadha, with a huge army of 28 aksauhinis." At the
time of his great departure (mahdaprasthana) Yudhis-
thira installed Vajranabha on the throne of Mathura.’
On the eve of the rise of the Gupta power seven Naga
kings reigned here.® Satrughna reigned in this city with
his two sons Suvahu and Sirasena.” Ugrasena and
Kamsa were the kings of Mathura, which was ruled by
Andhaka’s descendants down to them.” Pargiter suggests

that the conquest of Sarasena and Mathura
¥ by Rama’s brother Satrughna a little earlier

than the reign of Sudas, may have led some
of the Vasisthas into other kingdoms.” Bhima Satvata
expelled Satrughna’s sons from Mathura and he and his
descendants reigned there.'” After attacking the Satva-
ta Yadavas on the west of the Jumna and killing Madha-
va Lavana, Satrughna built the capital city of Mathura
in the country thenceforward called Sarasena.

Disadvantages

Political History

Part played b
Satrughna

Andhaka reigned at Mathura which was the chief

Watters, On Yuan Chwang, I, p. 312.
Brahma P., Ch, X1V, §l, 54. 8. Harivaméa, Ch. 37.
Ibid., Ch. 195, §l. 3.
Skanda P., Visnukhanda, Bhagavata mahatmya, Ch. I.
Vayu P., Ch. 99. 7. Ibd, 88, 185-6 ; Brahmandap, 111, 63, 186-7 ;
Ramayana, VII, 62, 6 ; Vignu P., IV, 4, 46 ; Bhdagavate P., IX, 11, 14 ; Agni,
XI, 6-7; Padma P., VI, 271, 9; Vardha P., 178, 1 ; Raghuv., XV, 2-30.
8. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 171.
9. Ibid., p, 211. 10. Ibid., p. 279.

A e



MATHURA 33

Yadava capital. He had two sons, Kukura and Bhaja-

mana. Kukura and his descendants formed
ﬁ-ndcf':;léa a&ni § the' main d.ynafty’ there down to Kafnsa,
R oreies: while Bhajamana’s descendants specially
and Jarasandha known as the Andhakas formed the princely
B line somewhere there.! Sudas drove out the
Paurava king Samvarana of Hastinapura defeating him
on the Jumna. His conquests stirred up a confederacy of
neighbouring Kkings to resist him, the Yadava king of
Mathura was one of them.? Jarasandha, king of Magadha,
rose to the highest power, extended his supremacy around
and as far as Mathura, where Kamsa, the Yadava king,
who married two of his daughters, acknowledged him as
overlord. The tyrant king of Mathura, Kamsa, was killed
by Krsna. This roused Jarasandha’s wrath against
Krsna and the Bhojas of Mathura. The Bhojas of Mathura
resisted him for some time but afterwards they migrated
in a body to Gujrat and established themselves at
Dvaraka.” The adherents of Kamsa, king of the Yadavas
at Mathura, were called Danavas.* Madhu, the great
king of the Yadavas, was styled a Daitya and king of the
Danavas. Madhu’s descendant, Lavana Madhava, was
called Danava, Raksasa, and Asura.’

According to the Mahabhdarata and Puranas, the
ruling family of Mathura was the Yadu or Yadava family.
The Yadavas were divided into wvarious
septs, e.g., the Vitihotras, the Satvatas, ete.’
The Satvatas were subdivided into several
branches, e.g. the Daivivrddhas, Andhakas, Mahabhojas

The Yadava
family

Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, pp. 279-80.
Mahdbharata, I, 94, 8725-39 ; Rgveda, VII, 18 ; Cf. Vedic Index, 11, 186,
- Ibd., V, 47, 1881-92 ; Brahma P., 180-212; Harivaméa, 57-190.

. Mbh., XII, 841, 12054. 5. Pargiter, Anc. Ind. Hist. Tradition, p. 291.
Matsya P., 43-44 ; Vayu P., 94-6. "
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and Vrsnis.! Yadu and his tribe are repeatedly mentioned
in the Rgveda which states that Yadu and Turvasa came
from a distant land.? We learn from the Satapatha Bra-
hmana (XIII, 5.4.21) that the Satvatas were defeated by
Bharata, and the horse, which they had prepared for an
Aévamedha sacrifice, was taken away by him. The Epic
and the Pauranic tradition places the Satvatas in the Ma-
thura district. In Kautilya’s Arthasastra (p. 12) the
Vrsnis are described as having a republican corporation
(samgha). This fact is corroborated by the Mahabharata
(X1I, 81.25).

In Buddha’s time, a king of Mathura bore the title of
Avantiputra and was therefore related on the maternal
King side to the royal family of Ujjayini in Avan-
Avantiputra  tj, King Avantiputra went to Mahakaccay-
ana, one of the most influential disciples of the Buddha,
and discussed with him about the pride and superiority
of the Brahmanas.? The Dipavamsa tells us that the sons
and grandsons of king Sadhina ruled the great kingdom
of Madhura or Mathura, the best of towns." In Uttara
Madhura, there was a king named Mahasagara who had
two sons named Sagara and Upasagara. On his death the

elder son became king and the -younger
Sadhina, Sagara crown prince. Upasagara quarrelled with

Upasagara,

Kamsa, Upa- Sagara and went to Uttarapatha in the

karmsa, Vasudeva . . . . .

and his brothers Kamsa district and to the city of Asitafjana
ruled over by king Mahakamsa who had two

sons, Kamsa and Upakamsa, and one daughter Devagab-

bha. There was a prophecy that this daughter would bear

a son who would kill his maternal uncles. Believing this

1. Vispu P., 1V, 13. 1; Vayu P., 96, 1-2.

2. Rgveda, I, 36, 18 ; VI, 45. 1.

3. Majyjyhima Nikaya, 11, pp. 83 ff.

4. Oldenberg’s Ed., p. 27 ; Cf. Extended Mahavamsa (Ed. Malalasekera),
P.T.S., p. 43.
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prediction, on the death of Mahakamsa, the two brothers
kept their sister in a separate round tower specially built
for her, so that she would remain there unmarried; but
despite their precautions Devagabbha and Upasagara
saw each other, fell in love, and contrived to meet. When

her brothers discovered the intrigue, they gave Devagab-
bha in marriage to Upasagara and a daughter was born
to them. The two brothers were pleased and allotted a
village to their sister and brother-in-law. In course of
time Devagabbha gave birth to ten sons and her serving-
woman named Nandagopa to ten daughters. Devagabhbha
secretly exchanged her ten sons for the ten daughters.
When the boys grew up they became plunderers, and
their foster-father, Andhakavenhu, was often rebuked by
king Kamsa. The secret of the birth of the ten sons

was disclosed to Kamsa. An arena was then prepared
for a wrestling match. When the ten sons entered the
ring and were about to be caught, the eldest of the ten,
Vasudeva, threw a wheel which cut off the heads of Kamsa

and Upakamsa." The Jataka story ends with the acces-
siqn of Vasudeva to the throne of Mathura. The Peta-
vatthu commentary gives a different story.’

According to a Jaina account there was a powerful
king named Vasudeva in the town of Sauryapura
(Mathura). He had two wives, Rohini and Devaki. Each

of them had a beloved son named Rama and
Rima and Kesava. In the same town there was another
Kesava and king . .o . -
Samudravijaya powerful king named Samudravijaya. Siva
was his wife whose famous son was the vene-

rable Aristanemi. Vasudeva’s son KeSava wanted to

L

1. Jataka, IV, pp. 79 foll.
2. Paramatthadipani on the Petavatthu, pp. 111 foll.; See also B. C. Law,
Buddhist Conception of Spirils, 2nd ed. 99 ff.
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marry the beautiful daughter of Ugrasena’ named
Rajimati. KeSava was married to Rajimati and the
marriage ceremony was performed with great pomp and
festivities. Rajimati entered the Jaina Order.

Rathanemi wanted to have her love. She did
not lose her presence of mind and maintained the honour
of her family by telling him thus: ‘Shame upon you, O
famous Knight, I am the daughter of a Bhoja king and
you are an Andhaka-Vrsni. If you fall in love with every
woman you see, you will be without any hold. Let us
practise self-control.’” Both of them then practised seve-
re austerities and reached the highest prefection.®
The Nagas and the Yaudheyas reigned at Mathura
before they were subjugated by Samudragupta.’ Menan-
der, king of Kabul, and the Punjab, occupied
Blf:fﬁ; n‘iflg‘ei:'e' it! The Hindu kings of Mathurdi were
Saka satraps  finally displaced by Hagana, Hagamasa,
and Kusanas
Rajuvula and other Saka satraps who pro-
bably flourished in or about the first century A.D.’ -1In the
second century A.D. Mathura was under the sway of
Huviska, the Kusana king. This is confirmed by the evi-
dence of a splendid Buddhist monastery which bears his
name.” In the first century B. C. the region of Mathura
passed from native Indian to foreign (Saka) rule. The
daughter of Brhaspatimitra, (presumably a king of Kaus-
ambi according to Rapson) was married to a king of
Mathura.’
A Greek kmg went back to Mathura with his army

1. Ugrasena, was placed on the throne of Mathura by Krsna on the death
of Kamsa accarding to the Visnupuriana (V. 21).

2. Uttaradhyayana Sutra, XXII, Jaina Suatraes, S.B.E., Pt. II, 112 ff.

3. Rai Chaudhuni, PHAI., 4th Ed., p. 39].

4. V. A, Smith, EHI., 4th Ed., p. 210. 5. Ibid., 4th Ed., 241 and f.n. 1.

6. Ibid., 286-87 ; Cf. Cunningham, ASR., I, p. 238. 7. CHI., I, p. 526.

8. Sten Konow reads the name of the Greek King as Dimita and identifies

him with Demetrios but the name of the Greek King cannot be completely
made out from Kharavela’s Inscription.
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in fear of any counter-attack on the part of king Khara-
T vela of Kalinga while the latter was engaged
Bactrian Greeks ;) besieging the city of Rajagaha (Rajag-
rha).' The Yonas, as Bactrian Greeks, founded principali-
ties in India establishing their suzerainty even over
Mathura.’®

When Megasthenes wrote about the Surasenas,
their country must have been included in the Maurya
empire, and after the Mauryas their capital Madhura

came under the sway of the Bactrian Greeks

Iﬂ:ﬂga‘;“e and the Kusanas. Whether Mathura was
included in the Sunga dominion or not is a

matter of dispute. -

According to the Vinayavastu, Siurasena with
Mathura as its capital is the adirajya or the
first kingdom for the reason that the people
elected by common consent a king with the descriptive
name of Mahasammata.’

The adirajya

In the city of Mathura Srikrsna was born in the prison
cel, where he was locked up by Kamsa. Here he
killed a washerman, granted a boon to the

ﬁ;’%f;;{ed garland-maker Sudama, gave the celestial
beauty to a hunchback, broke the bow of

Indra, killed the elephant of Kamsa and at last put an
end to Kamsa’s life. He then took the sacred thread wor-
thy of a Ksatriya, and learnt the art from the sage Sandi-
pani belonging to the city of Avanti. He was a bosom
friend of the Pandavas. He sent Akrura to Hastinapura
to enquire about their welfare. He had a fight with Jara-

1. Cf. JBORS., XIII, 236.

2. Cf. Hathigumpha Inscription of Kharavela: Madhuram apayale Yava-
narda)a.

3. Gilgit Manuscripts, Ed. N. Dutt, Vol. III, Pt. I, pp. 38 ff.
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sandha with the result that Jarasandha fled being defea-
ted.

In the Brahmanas the centre of religious activity
has been transferred to the adjacent country on the
. south-east, 1. e.,, the upper portion of the
Religious
%istﬁry— " Doab between the Jumna and the Ganges
SRS and the Mathura district of the United Pro-
vinces. This was known as the Brahmarsidesa or the coun-
try of the holy sages.

Mathura was the centre of Visnu cult. The Bhaga-

vata religion, the parent of modern Vaisnavism, also arose

here. In the Saka-Kusana period the city
Vicentre of  ceased to be a stronghold of Bhagavatism.’
and serpent  The paucity of Bhagavata inscriptions at

worship ) ] -
Mathura probably indicates that Bhagava-
tism did not find much favour at the royal court because

from the first century B. C. to third century A.'D. the
people were usually Buddhists and Jains.”

The Mathura-Naga Statuette Inscription amply
proves the prevalence of serpent-worship in Mathura

which is important in view of the story of Kaliyanaga
and his suppression by Krsna.’

Mathura is considered as the birthplace of Vaisna-
vism. During the reigns of Kusana kings it was a well-
known centre of Jainism. For many years

?aifleilslgea?lfi Buddhism was prevalent in this city which
Buddhism was hallowed by the dust of Buddha’s feet.
Buddhism was predominant in Mathura for

several centuries. Mahakaccayana delivered one of the

most important suttas on the subject of caste in this city.*

i ye—— e

1. Rail Chaudhuri, Early History of the Vaisnava Sect, p. 99.
2. Ibhid., p. 100. 3. Ibhid., p. 100,
4. Majjhima, II, pp. 83 ff.
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When the Buddha was once proceeding from Mathura to
Veraiiji, he halted under a tree and there he was honoured
by many householders of either sex." When the Buddha
was at Savatthi, a woman of Uttaramadhura was at the
end of her life-term and was about to fall into hell. He saw
her miserable plight, took pity on her and came to save
her. The woman invited the Master to have his daily
meal at her house. She fed him to his satisfaction with
her own hands with the result that she after death was
reborn in heaven.* At one time Mahakaccana (Mahaka-
ccayana) lived at Mathura in the grove called Gunda
(Gunavana). A Brahmin named Kandarayana met him
there and had a talk with him about the respect to be
shown to the Brahmins and Elders.’

"+ According to the Valahassa Jataka (No. 196), the
Bodhisatta was reborn as a flying horse, white all over, and
beaked like a crow, with hair like mufnja grass, possessed
of supernatural power and able to fly through the air.
On one side of a pillar in a Buddhist railing at Mathura
there appears a flying horse with people clinging to 1t.°
It seems to have some connection with this Jataka. An
unlucky daughter of a rich banker of Mathura was
brought up by an ascetic at the banker’s expense and was
given religious instruction. She distinguished herself by
her knowledge and cleverness in the discussion. She
discussed the Sastras with the ascetics. At this time a
learned Brahmin came to Mathura from the Deccan. The
girl had a discussion with him for seven days but she was
defeated.” At Urumunda, a hill in Mathura, Sonavasi who
was a propagator of the Buddhist faith at Mathura, con-

N —

Anguttara, II, pp. 57 ff.

Vimanavatthu Commentary, P.T.S., pp. 118-19.
Angattara, I, pp. 67-68.

Anderson, Catalogue of Indian Museum, I, p. 189.
Mahavastu, III, pp. 389 ff.
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verted two nagas named Nata and Bhata and erected two
viharas of the same name in commemoration of their
conversion.

The Buddha is said to have drawn attention of his
chief disciple, Ananda, to Urumunda hill, predicting that
Nata and Bhata, the two brothers, would

A preciction  erect a Buddhist monastery a century after
his demise—the monastery which would be-

come the favourite retreat of Upagupta and other peace-
loving monks. There is also a prediction that Ananda
would ordain Upagupta and that by Upagupta Buddha’s
religion would be widely propagated. This 1s evidently -
an instance of anachronism.

When the Buddha was sojourning at Mathura, he
noticed five troubles in the city including the abundance
of womenfolk. The city of Mathura had a shrine of a
terrible Yaksa, known as Gardhava, who was tamed by
the Master along with a retinue of five hundred.’

Upagupta, who was the teacher of ASoka, while at-
Mathura, was invited at the Natabata wvihara. The
Upagupta monastery at Mathura 1s very
important in the history of Buddhism, as he
succeeded in converting in this monastery
many thousands of people and through him eighteen
thousand disciples attained saintship.’

One Padmaka became a hermit as he felt disgusted
with the world after seeing a dead body. While at
Mathura he entered the house of a prostitute for alms.
She became charmed with the hermit’s appearance and
sought his love.*

Role of
Upagupta

Bodhisattvavadana-kalpalata, 71st Pallava. .
Gilgit Manuscripts, Ed. N. Dutt, Vol. III, Pt. I, pp. 3-17.
Watters, On Yuan Chwang, 1, pp. 306-307.

Asokavadana, R. L. Mitra, Nepalese Buddhist Literature, p. 15.
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The Jains seem to have been firmly established from
the middle of the second century B.C. onwards in the city

of Mathura. Numerous inscriptions from
fredommnance  NMathura which date mostly from the time

of the later Kusana kings, i.e. after 78 A.D,,
afford sufficient proof that the Jain community was not
only established but had become subdivided into smaller
groups at an earlier period." The Jain nuns are frequent-
ly mentioned in the Mathura Inscriptions, which inform
us also about the sects, branches, and families of the Jain
community. We also learnt from them the names of tea-
chers who under different titles acted as spiritual leaders
of those subdivisions and of the monks and nuns whao
practised austere life under them.* The Jain inscription
on a broken slab at Mathura refers to caturvarnasamgha
which means that the Jain community of the time con-
sisted of monks, nuns, lay brothers, and sisters.’

Cast-coins were issued at the close of the third cen-
tury by the kingdoms of Mathura, Ayodhya and Kaus-
ambi, some of which bear the names of local
kings in the Brahmi script. In the ruins of
Mathura many ancient copper coins along with many
coins of the Greek and Saka rulers were discovered.' The
colns discovered at Mathura contain the standing

figures of kings, e.g. the coins of Gomitra, Brahmamitra,
Hagamasa, Ranjuvula and Sodasa.®

The steady growth of plastic art derives much light
from the pre-Kusana sculptures of Mathura. These
sculptures which are the most attractive
may be divided into three main classes:

Coins

Plastic Art

1. Cambridge History of India, I, p. 167. 2. Ibid., I, p. 168.
3. Cunningham, Archaeological Survey of India, XX, Insc, No. VI,

pl. xm. 4. R. D. Banerjee, Pracina Mudra, pp. 105-6.
5. Cf. Cambridge History of India, I, p. 538.
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the earliest belonging approximately to the middle of the
second century B.C., the second to the following century,
and the last being associated with the rule of the local
satraps. The sculptures of the third class are more ex-
ceptional. Their style is that of the early school in a late
and decadent phase, when its cult was becoming conven-
tionahized and lifeless. A little before the beginning of
the Christian era, Mathura became the capital of a satrapy
either subordinate to or closely associated with the Scytho-
Parthian kingdom of Taxila. As a result there was an
influx there of the semi-Hellenistic art too weak in its
environment to maintain its own individuality, yet still
strong enough to enervate the older tradition of Hindus-
than. The votive tablets of Lonasobhika are .parti-
cularly significant of the close relationship that existed
between Mathura and the north-west." The sculptural
remains found at Mathura indicate the presence of Graeco-
Bactrian influence.” V.A. Smith remarks that Mathura
was probably the original site of the celebrated iron-
pillar at Delhi on which the eulogy of a powerful king
named Candra is incised.” The most valuable monument
of the Saka satraps of Mathura discovered by Bhagavan-
lal Indraji is, as pointed out by Rapson, in the form of a
large lion earved in red sandstone and intended to be
the capital of a pillar. The workmanship undoubtedly
shows Persian influence. The surface is completely
covered with inscriptions in Kharosthi characters, which
give the genealogy of the satrapal family ruling at
Mathura.*

The artistic traditions of the north-west obtained a
strong foothold in the Jain reliefs of Mathura. Many

1. Cambridge History of India, I, p. 633.
2. Eliot, Hinduism and Buddhism, Vol. 11, p. 158.

3. Early History of India, 4th Ed., p. 401.

4. Ancient India, p. 158. 5. Cambridge History of India, I, p. 641,
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dated and undated Buddha and Bodhisattva images have
been unearthed here. The temples of Mathura struck
Mahmud of Ghazni with such admiration that he resol-
ved to adorn his own capital in a similar style.

The following sculptures belonging to Mathura are
worthy of notice: (1) Ten inscribed statues of Svetam-
bara Jinas of the Indo-Scythian period; (2)
sﬁﬂ}’;’{;ﬂ;‘: Thirty-four pieces of sculpture forming parts
of magnificent Svetambara Jain temple of
the time of the Indo-Scythian king Huviska ; (8) A sta-
tue of Mahavira surrounded by 28 Tirthankaras ; (4)
Two colossal statues of the Jina Padmaprabhanatha ; (5)
Six bases of Buddha statues of the time of Indo-Scythian
rulers, Huviska, Kaniska and Vasudeva ; (6) An inscrib-
ed statue of the Bodhisattva Amoghasiddhartha of the
first century A.D.; (7) Nineteen Buddhist railing
pillars ; (8) Sixteen cross bars of Buddhist railings ; (9)
A richly sculptured door-jamb of a Buddha temple of the
Indo-Scythian period; (10) A beautifully carved stone
umbrella of a Buddhist stipa ; (11) A red sandstone
umbrella ; (12) A four-faced lion capital of the time of
the Andhras ; (18) A large slab inscribed in the so-called
shelled characters ; (14) Twenty-four exquisitely sculp-
tured panels of the Indo-Scythian period representing
Vardhamana Mahavira preaching to Royalty, the Jain
ascetic Kanha and the gift of the wife of Dhanahastin,
ete.’

There was a Jaina brick stiipa excavated at Mathura.
The torana excavated there is exquisitely carved. The
lotus flowers and buds are admirably exe-
cuted. The string course is a good example

of undercut leaf scroll work. In the ]oases
of small pillars the carvings are well executed. Winged

e

Architectural
remains

1901, pp. 2-8.
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dragons, the svastika, the honey-sucker and the thun-
derbolt are found in them. Svastika is the emblem of
the Jina Supar$vanatha and Vajra or thunderbolt, the
emblem of Dharmanatha, the 15th Jina. The two
images of Vardhamana Mahavira have been discovered
here. In one of them the figure is seated under a sacred
tree, there appears a naga with a canopy of cobra’s hood,
the other image is seated under a small canopy.

In one of the Mathura Buddhist Rail-pillar inscrip-
tions, the name of Vadhapala(?) Dhanabhiiti, son of
Dhanabhaiti( ?) and Vatsi, is recorded as the
donor of a railing (vedika) and arches
(torana) at the Ratnagriha for +the worship of all
Buddhas.” The railing with the arches was dedicated
by him together with his parents and the four sections,
the monks, nuns, upasakas and upasikas of the Buddhist
community. The name of the prince Vadhapala, the son
of king Dhanabhiiti, is recorded as the donor of a rail of
the Barhut railing. The name of Vadhapala’s father,
king Dhanabhuiti, the son of Agaraju (Angaradyut) and
Vatsi, and the grandson of king Visvadeva, figures pro-
minently as the donor of the ornamentai gateways of the
stiupa of Barhut.” It i1s expressly recorded in the Barhut
gateway inscriptions that the gateways were caused to
be erected by king Dhanabhoiti in the dominion of the
Sungas (Suganam raje).* If Prince Vadhapala the son
of king Dhanabhuti of the Barhut inscription be the same
person as Vadhapala(?) Dhanabhiiti, the son of Dhana-
bhuti of the Mathura Buddhist rail inscription, as it
seems very likely, one cannot but be led to think that
Mathura was then placed in a territory contiguous to the

Inscriptions

e e . e

1. Luders’ List No. 125. 2. Ibud., No. 869.
8. Ibid., Nos. 687-88 ; Cf. also No. 882,
4. Barua and Sinha, Barhut Inscriptions, pp. 1 ff,
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dominion of the Sungas. From the existing fragment of
the inscription it cannot be made out if the epithet of
king was affixed to the name of Vadhapala(?) Dhana-
bhuti. Vadhapala introduced as Vadhapala (?) Dhana-
bhiti must have been a ruler; otherwise there is no
reason why in the dedication he should have been asso-
ciated with his parents (presumably aged) and a big
retinue of all the four sections of the Buddhist community.
Prince Vadhapala’s inscription at Barhut is written in
Asokan Prakrit, while the language of Vadhapala(?)
Dhanabhiiti’s inscription at Mathura marks a transition
from the Asokan Prakrit to the typical mixed Sanskrit
of the inscription of the Kusana age. Its alphabet too
stands midway between the Asokan Brahmi and that of
the Kusana period. The interval of time between the
two inscriptions was not long enough to account for such
a marked change in their languages. The difference can
be easily explained on the supposition that Barhut and
Mathura were situated in two contiguous but slightly
different linguistic areas. In the absence of any refer-
ence to the dominion of any other ruler or dynasty, it
may be legitimate to assume that Vadhapala(?) Dhana-
bhiiti and his predecessors were local rulers of Mathura
and that prior to the Kusana rule.

The inscriptions found at Mathura give the dates in
those old Indian numerals which have been the subject of

much controversy. Some Mathura inscriptions confirm
values previously assigned to the old Indian numerals
and they furnish some new and varying forms. The lan-
guage of all the inscriptions is Sanskrit and not Pali, but
it shows some interesting deviations from the classical
forms. The language of only one inscription from
Mathura bears strong.signs of the transition from Sans-
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krit to Pali.' A distinct form of Prakrit dialect called
Sauraseni has been named after the Sarasenas or the
people of Mathura. Two Mathura records of the first
century A.D. are known to be written in classical Sans-
krit and in the ornate metres called Sardilavikridita and
Bhujanga-vijrmbhita.? The Sanskrit language employed
by the Mathura Pillar inscription of Candragupta Il of
the Gupta Year 61 (=A.D. 380) is influenced by Prakrit,

and the Brahmi used by it resembles the Kusana script
of the second century A.D.°

1. J. R. A. §., Vol. V, New Series, 1871, pp. 182 ff. The counter theory
i1s that the language of the Mathura inscriptions indicates a transition of the
official language from Prakrit to Sanskrit and that their language has its
parallel in the mixed Sanskrit of the old gathas in the Lalitavistara and the
Mahavastu.

2. Epigraphia Indica, Vol. II, p. 200. 3. Ibid., Vol. XIX, p. 96.



CHAPTER IV
ANGA AND CAMPA

The Angas were an important people of ancient
India. The Atharvaveda (V. 22.14) mentions them as a

distinct people along with the Magadhas,
Mujavants and Gandharis without specify-

ing their territories. From the Vratya book of the same
Veda (XV.) it is evident that the Angas and Magadhas
were despised as Vratyas or peoples who lived outside
the pale of orthodox brahmanism (For a learned note on
the subject by Dr. Keith, see JRAS, 1913, 155 {f.). In the
Gopatha Brahmana (ii.9) they are mentioned as Anga-
Magadha i.e. a duel group like the Kasi-Kosalas, Salva-
Matsyas etc. Panini in his Astadhyayt (1V. 1. 170 ; 1I.
4, 62) groups together Anga, Vanga, Kalinga, Pundra ete.,
all placed in the Midland. The Mahabharata (1, 104)
makes the races of Anga, Vanga, Kalinga, Pundra and
Suhma to be the descendants of Dirghatamas by
Sudesna, wife of king Bali. According to Zimmer and
Bloomfield the people of Anga were settled on the rivers
Son and Ganges in later times, but their early seat was
presumably there also (Altindisches Leben, 85 ; Hymns
of the Atharvaveda, 446, 449). Pargiter is inclined to re-
gard them as a non-Aryan people that came over-sea to
eastern India (JRAS, 1908, p. 852; Vedic Index, 1., p. 11).
Ethnographically they were connected with the Kalin-
gas and other peoples of Bengal (CHI, Vol. I, p. 534).
Anga formed one of the seven subdivisions within the
empire of Renu and it was allotted to king Dhatarattha
of the line of Bharata.

Origin
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The Angas were named after an eponymous King
Anga (Anga Vairocana, who is included in the list of
anointed kings in the Aitareya-Brahmana, VIII. 22).

According to the Ramayana (47. 14) Anga was So-
named because the cupid God Madana fled to this coun-
try to save himself from the wrath of Rudra and became
ananga or bodiless by giving up his anga or body here—
an amusing philological explanation of the origin of the
name., The Anava kingdom, the nucleus of which was
Anga, became divided into five kingdoms said to have
been named after the five sons of King Bali. Pargiter
says that the Anavas held all East Behar, Bengal proper
and Orissa, comprising the kingdoms of Anga, Vanga,
Pundra, Sumha and Kalinga (Ancient Indian Historical
T'radition, p. 298). This statement of Pargiter is not corro-
borated by any other reliable evidence. The princes of
Anga were very beautiful and their dwelling-place was
known as Anga (Sumangalav., I. 279). The people of
Anga occupied the territory corresponding to the district
of Bhagalpur and probably including Monghyr (Law,
India as described in early texts of Buddhism and
Jainism, p. 50).

Malini was at first the capital of the Angas. This
name was changed to Campa or Campavati (Mahabharata,
X1I. 5.1384 ; XIII. 42. 2359 ; Vayupurana,

Cauni and 99, 105-6; Matsya, 48.97 ; Brahmanda 18,

pa, the

Capital 43 ; Vispu, 1V, 18.4) in honour of a king
named Campa, Lomapada’s great-grandson
(Harivams$a, XXXI. 1699-1700 ; Mahabharata, Santip.,
vs. 34-35). The city of Campa was built by Mahagovinda
(Digha, 11, 235). Here the Buddha was compelled to
prescribe the use of slippers by the monks (Vinayapitaka
I, 179 ff). In the Buddha’s time Campa was a big town and

not a village (Digha II. 146). It was once ruled by Asoka’s
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son Mahinda and his sons and grandsons of the Iksvaku
race (Dipavamsa, p. 28; Cf. Vamsattha-ppakasini, P.T.S.,
128-129). A temple called Caitya Punnabhadda existed
at Campa at the time of Sudharman, a disciple of
Mahavira (Uwvdasagadasao, Hoernle’s ed., p. 2 notes).
This city was hallowed by the visits of the Buddha and
Mahavira. ¥ Mahavira spent three rainy seasons here.’
It was the birth-place and the place of death of Vasupiijya,
the twelfth Tirthankara of the Jains.” It is said to have
been the headquarters of Candana and her father.” It
was a great centre of Jainism. It was visited by Pra-
bhava and Sayambhava. It was here that Sayambhava
composed the Dasavaikalika sutra® A Brahmin of
Campapuri presented to Bindusara, king of Pataliputra,
a’ daughter named Subhadrangi.’
Campapuri or Campanagara or Campamalini is des-
cribed as a place of pilgrimage in the Mahabharata.’
Yuan Chwang calls this city as Chanp’o. 1t
Description of 15 @ sacred place of the Jains. The city of
Campapuri Campa is situated at a short distance from
modern Bhagalpur. The river named
Campa formed the boundary between Anga and Magadha.’
It was surrounded by groves of Campaka trees even at
the time of the Mahabharata. Buddhaghosa, a Buddhist
commentator, refers to a garden near the tank called
Gaggara which was full of five kinds of Campaka flowers.’
According to the Jaina Campakasresthikatha, Campa
was In a very flourishing condition. There were per-

S. Stevenson, Heart of Jaiwnism, p. 41.

C. J. Shah, Jainism in North India, p. 26, f.n. 5.
Indian Culture, Vol. 1I1.

Hemchandra’s Parisistaparvam, Cantos, IV and V.
R. L. Mitra, Nepalese Buddhist Literature, p. 8.
Vanaparva, Ch. 85. 7. Jataka, 1V, 454.
Anuéddasanaparva, Ch. 42,

Sumangalavilasini, I, pp. 279-280.
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fumers, - spice-sellers, sugar-candy-sellers, jewellers,
leather-tanners, garland-makers, carpenters, goldsmiths,
weavers, etc.'! It was a seat of Magadhan viceroyalty
from the time of Bhattiya, father of Bimbisara. Near
Campa there was a tank dug by queen Gaggara of Campa
known as Gaggarapokkarani which was famous as a halt-
ing place of the wandering ascetics and recluses, resound-
ing with the noise of philosophical discussions (Samaya-
pavadaka). In the Dasakumaracarita Campa has been
described as abounding in rogues.

Fa-Hien, a Chinese pilgrim, who visited India in the
fifth century A.D., followed the course of the Ganges and
descending eastwards for 18 vyojanas he found on the

southern bank the kingdom of Campa where he saw some
topes.’

Yuan Chwang, who came to India in the seventh
century A.D., visited Campa, which was situated on the
south side of the Ganges and more than 4,000 1li in cir-
cuit. He saw the monasteries mostly in ruins and there
were more than 200 Hinayana monks in the city of Campa
which was visited by the Buddha. It included Irana-
parvata which along with Campa supplied war elephants.’

According to the Ramayana Sugriva sent his monkey
followers in quest of Sita to the countries lying on the
east among which Anga was one.’

Anga was one of the sixteen Mahajanapadas of
ancient India and was very rich and prosperous.’ In the
Jaina list of sixteen Mahajanapadas, too, the Angas along

A —
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Shah, Jainism in North India, p. 95.
Legge, The Travels of Fa-Hien, p. 100.
Watters, On Yuan Chwang, II, pp. 181-182.
Ramayana, 652, 22-23.

5. Anguttara Nikaya, I, 213 ; IV, 252, 256 ; vide also B. C. Law, India as
described in early texts of Buddhzsm and Jmmsm p. 19 ; Cf. Mahabharata,
822, 46 ; Mahavastu, 11, 2 ; Vinaya Texts, S.B.E., II, 146 note
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with the Vangas and Magadhas figure prominently.

There were 80,000 villages in Anga, which is an
exaggerated traditional figure.' Anga was the country
of the reputed author of (Aurava) of the Rig Veda.
There was a distinct local alphabet of Anga, according to
the Lalitavistara® A Brahmana youth named Kapila
referred to the riches owned by the king of Anga.*

Ancient Anga is said to have included the hermitage
of the sage Rsyasrnga, Karnagad or the fort of Karna,
Jahnu-asrama or the hermitage of the sage Jahnu and
Modagiri or Monghyr. The Sabhaparva of the Maha-
bharata mentions Anga and Vanga as forming one
visaya or kingdom ¢44.9). The kingdom of Anga was In
the Buddha’s time a centre of activities of such well-
known heretical teachers as Purana-Kassapa, Mokkhali
Gosala, Ajita Kesakambali, Pakudha Kaccayana, Sanhjaya
Belatthiputta and Nigantha Nathaputta.’

In the kingdom of Anga there were many towns,
such as Apana® and Bhaddiyanagara where Visakha, the

daughter of Sumanadevi lived.” The way
Towns of the from Bhaddiya to Apana lay through
‘Xﬁgi"m of Angpttarapa, obviously a lowland." There
was another town of the Angas named

Assapura which was visited by the Buddha.’

In the Buddha’s time there were in Anga-Magadha
several Mahasalas or Siataka institutions maintained

Vinayapitaka, Vol. I, p. 179.

X, 1388 ; Pargiter, A. I. H. T,, p. 182.

Lalitavistara, pp. 125-126.

Rockhill, The Life of the Buddha, p. 129.

Majjhima Nikaya, II, p. 2. 6. Samyutta Nikaya, V. pp. 225-226.
Dham. Comm., 1, 384 ff.

Vinaya, 1, 248 ff.; Dhammapada-atthakathd, 11, 263,

Majjhima Nikaya, 1, 281 ff.
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Inetitutions on royal fiefs granted by the kings, Pasenadi
in Buddha’s and Bimbisara. According to the Maha-
Hme govinda Suttanta seven such colleges were
founded by Mahagovinda in seven main kingdoms of his
time including Anga with Campa as its capital. These
were all theological colleges granting admission only to
Brahmin youths (mdnavaka). The numerical strength
of each of them was no less than three hundred students.
The high reputation of the head of the institution

attracted students from various quarters and various
localities.’

The king of the Anga country was invited at the
horse-sacrifice of king Dasaratha.” The sage Rsyasrnga,
son of Bibhandaka, came to Anga at the

Anga xing invitation of Romapada who was then the
Dasarathas — powerful king of the Anga country. King
Romapada received him' cordially and gave

his daughter Santa in marriage to him because the sage
succeeded in removing drought from his kingdom.* At
the request of king Romapada of Anga, Rsyasrnga with
his wife Santa came to Ayodhya to perform the sacrifice
of king Dasaratha who was a great friend of Romapada.’

Karna was placed on the throne,of Anga at the
instance of his ally, Duryodhana and other Kaurava
chieftains.’ The Pandavas specially
Bhimasena banned him as lowborn (stuta-
putra), whom Bhimsena declared as no
match for his brother Arjuna with the result that Karna
became an inveterate enemy of the Pandavas." At the

Karna king of
Anga

A e i o _ el el e el el N

1. Ndnadisa nanajanapada manavaka agacchanti-Digha, 1, 114,

2. Ramayana, 27, 25.

3. Ibid., 9th and 10th Sargas, pp. 20-22; cf. Pargiter, Markandeya
Purana, p. 464 and notes. 4. Ibd., 24, 19-31.

5. Mahabharata, Vangavasi Ed., p. 140, vv. 87-88,.

6. Ind., I, 25, pp. 140-141.
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Svayamvara ceremony of Draupadi, daughter of king
Drupada of the Paiicala-country, Karna was present
with other Ksatriya princes, such as Salya of Madra and
Duryodhana of Hastinapura. It was here that Arjuna
won the hand of Draupadi by a wonderful feat of archery.
Bhima and Arjuna were then disguised as Brahmanas.
A quarrel ensued over the acquisition of Draupadi
and a duel took place between Arjuna and Karna with
the result that the latter was defeated.” Arjuna on his
way to Manipura (in Assam) visited Anga as a pilgrim
and distributed riches there.” Bhimasena fought with
Karna, king of Anga, and convinced him of his prowess
prior to the Rajasiiya sacrifice of Yudhisthira. He
killed the king of Modagiri (Monghyr).® Karna is said
to have attended the Rajastiya sacrifice of Yudhisthira
at Indraprastha. On the eve of the Paundarika sacri-
fice of Duryodhana the Anga country is referred to in
connection with the digviyjaya or military campaign of
Karna.” Bhisma while lying on a bed of arrows in the
battlefield of Kuruksetra asked Karna to refrain from
this fratricidal war, as he was not the son of a charioteer
as his mother was Kunti. But Karna said that he had
already promised to fight for Duryodhana against the
Pandavas.® He was made the commander-in-chief of
the Kaurava army by Duryodhana.” Arjuna went to the
Anga country in quest of the sacrificial horse. The
kings of Anga, Kasi and Kos$ala and the Kiratas and
Tanganas were compelled to pay him homage.! King
Jarasandha is said to have extended his supremacy over
the Angas, Vangas, Kalingas and Pundras.” The Angas

1. Ibid., I, 4, 178-179. ' 2. Ibid., 9, 195 ; 195. 10.

3, Ibid., V. 2, p. 242. 4. Ibid., 7, 245.
5. Mahabharata, 8-9, 513. 6. Ibid., 1-39, 993-4.
7. Ibid., 43-56, p. 1174. 8. Ibid., 4-5, p. 2098.

9. Ibd., XII, Ch., V, 6607.
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were also defeated in a battle by Vasudeva as we learn
from the Dronaparva of the Mahabharata. In the
Santiparva of the Mahabharata,' we find Vasupama,
king of Anga, visiting a golden mountain called Yunja-

vat on the ridge of the Himalayas. |
Seniya Bimbisara was the king of Anga-Magadha
when the Buddha renounced the world and

Bimbisira king Mahavira became a Jina. During the reign
of Anga-

Magadha of king Bhétiya of Magadha, his son Bimbi-
sara ruled Anga as his viceroy.

Throughout Jaina literature Kunika Ajatasatru is
represented as a king of Anga but the fact is that he was
- only the viceroy of Anga which formed part
Ajatasatru of the kingdom of Magadha.® The annexa-
tion of Anga to Magadha was a turning point in the
history of Magadha. It marked the first step taken by
the king of Magadha in his advance to greatness and the
position of supremacy which it attained in the following
centuries. The Campeyya Jataka records a fight be-
tween the two neighbouring countries of Anga and
Magadha. From time to time Anga and Magadha were
engaged in battles. Once the Magadhan king was defeated
and pursued by the army of Anga but he escaped by
jumping into the river named Campa flowing between
Anga and Magadha. Again with the help of the Naga
king he defeated the king of Anga, recovered his lost
kingdom and conquered Anga as well. He became inti-
mately associated with the Anga king and used to make
offerings on the bank of the river Campa every year
with great pomp.” The Vinaya Mahdvagga goes to
prove that Anga came under Bimbisara’s sway. Imme-

1. CXXII, 4469-75.
2. Cf. Hemchandra’s Sthaviravalicarita, Bhagavati siitra and Nirayavali
sutra.

3. Jataka, Fausboll, 1V, 454-5, 4. S.B.E.,, XVII, p. 1,
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diately prior to the rise of Buddhism there were four
powerful monarchies in rorthern India, each of whicn
was enlarged by the annexation of neighbouring terti-
tories. Thus Anga was annexed to Magadha, Kasi to
Kosala, Bhagga to Vatsa and probably Surasena to
Avantli.
The Sonadanda Suttanta of the Digha Nikaya refers
to the bestowal of Campa, the capital of Anga, as a royal
fief on the Brahmin Sonadanda." Magadha

- 2

Magadha under Was brought under sway of Angaraja.” The
pem S Mahagovinda suttanta informs us that

Dhatarattha, king of Kas§i and Anga, was
a contemporary of Sattabhi, king of Kalinga, and Renu,
king of Mithila.® "It is interesting to note that Anga
dand Magadha were conquered by the king of Benares.*
Bindusara married the daughter of a Brahmin of Campa
who gave birth to a son named Asoka.” Sri Harsa men-
tions a king of Anga named Drdhavarman being restored
to his kingdom by Udayana, king of Kausambi.® Accor-
ding to the Hartvamsa and Puranas, Dadhivahana was
the son and successor of Anga. This Dadhivahana could
not have been the same king Dadhivahana, who is re-
presented by the Jalnas as a contemporary of Mahavira
and a weak rival of king Satanika of Kausambi.’ From
the Hathigumpha inscription we learn that after the
defeat of king Bahasatimita, king Kharavela of Kalinga
carried back to his capital the riches collected from
Anga-Magadha.’

A copper-plate inscription of Devapala, son of Dhar-
mapala, was issued from his camp of victory at Monghyr.

1. Digha, I, pp. 111 ff. 2, Jataka, VI, p. 272,

8. Digha, II, 220 ff. 4. Jataka, Fausboll, V, 316.
5. Diwwyavadana, pp. 869-370. 6. Priyadar$ika, Act, IV,

7. J. A. S. B., 1914, 320 {f.
8. Barua, Old Brahmi Inscriptions, pp. 272-273.
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It indicates that Monghyr (Modagiri or Mudgagiri) was
included in the kingdom of ‘Devapala. According to
the Sarnath Inscription of Kumaradevi, Queen of Kanauj,
her maternal grandfather Mohana was a viceroy of
Anga under king Ramapala.’
The Pali Buddhist literature gives us some informa-
tion about the religion of the people of Anga. A monk
named Kassapagotta was excommunicated
nogon of by some of the monks for not being able
to supply food to the stranger monks. He
went to the Buddha who was at Campa and related the
matter to him. The Buddha said that their act of ex-
communication was illegal.” The monks of Campa were
in the habit of performing some acts which were contrary
to the rules of Vinaya.® Sona Kalivisa, a son of a banker
of Campa, was converted by the Buddha by listening to
the Norm preached by him.* Sonadanda, a brahmin,
became a devotee of the Buddha. He was a great influen-
tial teacher of Campa.” Sariputta delivered the
Dasuttara Suttanta to the monks in the presence of the
Buddha while the Master was dwelling in a hermitage on
the bank of the tank Gaggara at Campa.” The Buddha
while among the Angas preached the Maha-assapura-
suttanta to the monks.” On another occasion he prea-
ched the Culla-assapurasuttanta to them while at
Anga.” Vangisa (Vagisa)’, a famous disciple of the
Buddha and an improviser of verses, uttered a stanza in
praise of the Master while he was dwelling in a monastery
at Campa (Samyutta Nikaya, 1, pp. 195-96). The
Blessed One while at Campa delivered a sermon to his

s e e )
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1. E. I., IX, p. 811.

2, Vinaya Pituka, I, pp. 312-15. 3. Ibid., pp. 815 ff.
4. Ibid., I, pp. 179 ff. 5. Digha, 1, pp. 111-126.
6. Ibhid., III, p. 272. 7. Majyhima, I, pp. 271 fI.

8. Ibid., I, pp. 281 ff. 9. Apadana, II, p. 462.
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devotees on charity (Anguttara IV, pp. 59 ff.). The
Buddha also delivered discourses on Norm, sensation,
etc., while at Campa (Anguttara V, pp. 151-52). The
Theragatha, a book of the Pali Canon, records incidents
in the life of Sona (Theragatha, p. 65), Jambugamika
(Psalms of the Brethren, pp. 82-88), and Nandaka (Ib:d.,
134-35) of Anga and Campa, who attained saintship.
The Therigatha narrates that a Jain nun named Bhadda
took ordination in the Buddhasasana and in course
of her journey went to Anga and became a female HElect

(Therigatha, p. 184).

Many sons of householders of Anga and Magadha
followed the Buddha in course of his journey from Raja-
gaha to Kapilavatthu (Jataka, I, Nidanakatha, p. 87).
The chaplain of king Mahakosala, father of Pasenadi,
named Aggidatta, gave up his household life and with him
many people gave up their household life and became
his disciples. He used to live with them in the Anga
country. He instructed his disciples to get rid of their
thought of sensual pleasures (Dhammapada Commen-

tary, Vol. 111, 241 ff).

The people of Anga and Magadha were under
the impression that Jambuka, an Ajivika, made the
Buddha a monk, seeing him seated by the side of the
Buddha in the garb of a monk. The Ajivika after-
wards worshipped the Buddha and declared himself
to be his disciple (Dhammapada Commentary, I1, 61-62).
It is interesting to note that Bimbisara was converted
with many Brahmin householders of Anga and Magadha
(Petavatthu Commentary, p. 22). A wanderer named
Sakuladayi informed the Buddha that in the past Anga
and Magadha were seething with sophistic activities
(Majjhima, 11, 1-22). Visakha was converted by the

8
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Buddha while dwelling in the kingdom of Anga. She
succeeded in helping her father-in-law to obtain the
fruition of the first stage of sanctification (Dhammapada
Commentary, 1, 384 ff.). All the available evidence points
to the fact that within the first decade of Buddha’s
enlichtenment, Buddhist head-quarters were established
in various localities adjoining many important towns in-
cluding Campa. At every one of these places sprang up
a community of monks under the leadership and guidance
of a famous disciple of the Buddha.’

The inhabitants of Anga and Magadha evinced a
keen interest in the annual sacrifice performed by the

Jatilas of the Gaya region under the leadership of Uruvela
Kassapa, and observed it as a holiday.’

The sale of wives and children and the abandonnient

of the aftlicted were prevalent among the Angas® It is
Interesting to note that in Buddha’s time
Custom house the people of Anga and Magadha used to

between Campa

and Rajagrina IMake theimselves merry by partaking of
fish, meat, and wine just on the border of the
two kingdoms." There was a custom house ($ulka-sala)

between Campa and Rajagrha’® for the realization of taxes
from the public.

——
1. B. C. Law, Historical Gleanings, p. 45.

2. Vinaya, 1, pp. 27 ff. 8. Mahabharata, viii, 45, 14-16, 28, 34.
4. Jataka (Fausboll), II, p. 211. 5. Divyavadina, p. 275.



CHAPTER V
SOME ANCIENT SITES OF BENGAL

Bengal contains many ancient historic sites. In the
following pages an attempt has been made to deal with
some of them. They have been arranged according to

the districts to which they belong.

Visnupura: Visnupura is a sub-division in the Bankura
district in West Bengal. It is bounded by the
Damodar river on the north, by the districts of
Hooghly and Midnapore on the south, by Burdwan
on the east, and by the Bankura sub-division on the
west. It is a centre of music culture. For many
centuries it had been the capital of the Malla Rajas
who gave the name of Mallabhiim or the land of
wrestlers to the country ruled by them. The Malla-
bhiimi comprised the whole of the modern districts of
Bankura and parts of the adjoining districts of Burd-
wan, Midnapore, Manbhum and Singhbhum. Adi
Malla was the first king who was noted for his great
skill in wrestling and archery. Raghunatha, who
was the founder of the Malla dynasty of Visnupura,

was born while his parents were on their way to the
sacred temple of Jagannatha at Puri in 695 A.D. He
defeated the neighbouring chiefs of Pradyumnapura
(in the Joypore Police Station) which he made as
his seat of government. @ The royal ensign of the
rulers of Mallabhumi bore the device of a serpent’s

hood because Raghunatha is said, according to tra-
dition, to have been shaded by two huge cobras with
their hoods spread over his head. The cobra’s hood



60

INDOLOGICAL STUDIES

carved in stone is even now worshipped in that place
under the name of Dande$vari. The Hindu rajas
of Visnupura were the rulers of a great portion of
western Bengal long before the Mahommedan con-
quest by Bukhtiar Khilji. Jagat Malla, a ruler of
Visnupura, removed the capital from Pradyumna-
pura to Visnupura. The rajas of Visnupura were
Siva worshippers. The temple dedicated to Malles-
vara Mahadeva which is considered to be the oldest
shrine, is still found there. It is unique in type as
it contains a single square tower. The rajas after-
wards became the ardent worshippers of Mrnmayi
(an aspect of Sakti) whose temple still stands there.
The worship of Dharma which Ramai Pandita intro-
duced became very popular at Visnupura. The
celebrated Bengali mathematician Subhankara
Raya lived under the Malla kings who were great
patrons of learning.

The city of Visnupura is named after the god
Visnu who was the deity of the royal house at the
time of Bir Hamir in the 16th centnry A.D., who was
a great supporter of Vaisnavism. The large stone-
gateway of Visnupura fort and the great cannon
called Dalamardana may be attributed to him.
Many Vaisnava manuscripts were received by him

pura.

The magnificent temple of Rasamafica was
built by Bir Hamir. Among the later shrines, men-
tion may be made of the following : temples of
Syama Rai, Kalacanda, Murali Mohana, Madana
Gopala, Madana Mohana, Radha-Syama, Laljeu and
Jodbangla. The Madan Gopala temple was built
by Siromani in 1665 A.D. The Murali Mohana and
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Madan Mohana Temples were built in 1665 and 1694
A.D.

The temples of Visnupura are mostly square
buildings with a carved roof having a small tower In
the centre. Some of them have towers in four cor-
ners of the roof. The temple is called Pancaratna,
i.e., five towered or Navaratna or nine towered. The
Syama Rai temple is one of the oldest temples of
Paiicaratna type in Bengal. Some of the temples
at Visnupura contain scenes from the Ramayana
and Mahabharata on their walls.

Susunia Hill—Another site of historic importance in the
district of Bankura 1is the village of Pokhrana or
Puskarana on the Damodar river, about 25 miles
east of the Susunia hill, which was the seat of adminis-
tration of a ruler named Candravarman as far as it
can be gathered from an insecription on the hill
(ASI, Annual Report, 1927-1928, p. 188). It is situated
above 12 miles north-west of Bankura (EI., XIII.

p. 133).

Kenduli—It 1s a village also called Kendabilva or Jaya-
deva Kenduli in the Bolpur Thana of the Suri sub-
division in the Birbhum district. It is situated on
the north bank of the river Ajay, a few miles west
of Ilambazar and about 22 miles south of Suri. It
1s famous as the birth place of the great Sanskrit poet
Jayadeva who flourished in the 12th century A.D.
He composed the well-known Gita-govinda, a Sans-
krit lyric, in praise of Radha and Krishna. The body
of Jayadeva was buried and not burnt after his death

and his tomb still stands at Kenduli. An annual
fair is held there in his honour in the middle of

January.
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Tamralipti—Tamralipti is the same as Tamluk in the
Midnapore district of Bengal, about twelve miles
from the junction of the Ripanarayana with the
Hooghly. It is now situated on the western bank of
the Riupanarayana formed by the united stream of
the Silai (Silavati) and the Dalkisor (Dvarikesvari)
in the district of Midnapur. According to the
Raghuvamsa (1V. 88) Tamluk is situated on the
bank of the river Kapisa identified by Pargiter with
the Kasai flowing through the district of Midnapore.
According to the Dasakumaracarita (Ch. V) Tamra-
lipti or Damalipti is called a city of Suhma. This
ancient city is mentioned in the Mahabhdarata (Bhis-
maparva, Ch. 9.; Sabhaparva, Ch. 29, 1094-1100), accor-
ding to which Tamralipta and Suhma were two dis-
tinct countries. Tamralipti is called Tamalites by Pto-
lemy. According to the Dudhapani Rock Inscrip-
tion (EI., II, pp. 843-45), three brothers went to
Tamralipti from Ayodhya to trade and they made
plenty of money. According to the Kathasarit-
sagara (Ch. 14) Tamralipti was a great maritime
port and an emporium of commerce from the 4th
century B.C. to the 12th century A.D. It was the
capital of the ancient kings of Suhma in the 6th cen-
tury of the Christian era and it formed a part of the
Magadhan kingdom under the Mauryas (Smith,
Asoka, p. 79). According to Dandin, the author of
the Dasakumaracarita, who flourished in the 6th
century A.D., the temple of Binduvasini was situated
at Tamralipti which was visited by the Chinese pil-
grims, Fa-Hien in the 5th century and Hiuen Tsang
in the 7th century A.D. This ancient temple was
destroyed by the action of the river Rupanarayana.
The present temple of Hari is said to have been built
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some 500 years after the destruction of the ancient
temple of Binduvasini. Fa-Hien describes Tamra-
lipt1 as being situated on the sea-side, 50 yojanas east
from Campa (Cunningham, AGI, 1924, p.7382). In the
7th century A.D. I-tsing resided at Tamralipti in a
celebrated monastery called the Baraha. Tradition-
ally Tamralipti or Damalipti was the capital of
Mayiiradhvaja and his son Tamradhvaja who fought
with Arjuna and Krishna. According to the Vayu-
purana the Ganges passes through Tamralipti. The
temple of Bargabhima, mentioned in the Brahma-
purana, which was an ancient monastery, still exists
at Tamralipti. The Jaina Canonical text Prajiia-
panda refers to Tamralipti. It is known from the
Mahavamsa (XI, 38; XIX, 6) that the mission of
Asoka started from this port for Ceylon. Tamralipty,
as known to the Chinese as Tan-mo-litti, was 14 or
15 hundred li in circuit. The ground was low and
rich, which was regularly cultivated. The tempera-
ture was hot. = The inhabitants were hardy and
brave. There were some Sangharamas and Deva
temples (Beal, Buddhist Records of the Western
World, 11, 200). In 1940 excavations were carried
out at the ancient site of Tamluk by the Archaolo-
gical Department. Among the finds were earthen-
ware vessels of a curious shape and some of them
were in good condition. It is difficult to assign a defi-
nite date to the specimens discovered at Tamluk, but
they no doubt bear testimony to the commercial
relations between Egypt and the Indian port of
Tamralipti or Tamalitti (J. Ph. Vogel, Notes on
Ptolemy, BSOAS, XIV, pt. I, p. 82). |

Navadvipa: The present railway station of Navadwpd-
ghata is 8 miles from the town of Krishnagar in the
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district of Nadia. To the west of this place, on the
other side of the Ganges, stands the town of Nava-
dvipa, which is a sacred place of the Vaisnavas. It
is so called because it is a combination of nine islands.
It is the birth place of Caitanyadeva the great foun-
der of new Vaisnavism in Bengal. At the age of
24, he left Navadvipa and lived the life of a hermait.
Ballalasena is said to have built a palace here and the
ruins of this palace, known as Ballaladhipi, (400 ft
long and about 30 ft. high) are found on the eastern
coast of the Ganges, half a mile to the north of the
present Mayapura. Some portions of this dhipt on
the west side have been washed away by the Gan-
ges. A court of justice was established there by
Asokasena, grandson of Laksmanasena and great-
srandson of Ballalasena. At one time it was a great
centre of Sanskrit learning and the home of many
learned men, e.g. Basudeva Sarvabhauma (a well-
known logician), Raghunatha Siromani (an expo-
nent of new logic in Bengal), Raghunandan Bhatta-
carya (founder of Dayabhaga scliool of Hindu Law),
and Krisnananda AgamabagiSsa (a Tantric scholar).
Four learned men e.g. Halayudha, PasSupati, Sula-
panl and Udayanacarya, flourished during the time
of Laksmanasena. It is still a sacred place of the
Hindus.

Santipura: In the district of Nadia stands Santipura on

the Ganges. It is the abode of the celebrated Vais-

nava reformer Advaitacarya, a contemporary and
admirer of Sri Caitanyadeva. It contains the tem-

ples of Madanagopala, Madanamohana, Kalacanda,
Syamacanda, etc.  Here the celebrated teacher

Advaita used to practise asceticism.
About 4 miles from Santipura stands the present
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village of Phuliya which is 9 miles from Ranaghat
and 54 miles from Calcutta. It is the birth place of
the Bengali poet Kirttivasa, the author of the Ben-
gali Ramayana. The well-known Muslim follower
of Caitanyadeva, Yavana Haridasa, spent his days
here 1n religious practices.

Plassey: The Palaéi railway station in the district of
Nadia is 93 miles from Calcutta. The famous battle-
field of Plassey is about 2 miles to the west of the
railway station. The name of this place is derived
from the Palasa trees (Butea Frondosa) which were
plenty there. The British under Lord Clive defea-
ted the army obf Siraj-ud-daula, the last indepen-
dent Muslim ruler of Bengal, in the Mango-grove of
the historic battle-field on the 23rd June 1757 A.D.
This battle has been ably described in verses in the
Bengali language in the famous book of Nabin
Chandra Sen’s Palas$ir Yuddha. About 4 or 5 miles
from Palasi we find the tomb of Mir Madan, the
general of Siraj-ud-daula.

Adi-Saptagrama: The remains of ancient Saptagrama
are found near the present railway station, called
Adi-Saptagrama, about 27 miles from Calcutta.
Saptagrama was an important city and port. It is
so called because the seven sons of king Priyavrata
became sages after practising penances there. This
place is frequently mentioned in the mediaeval Ben-
gali texts, e.g., Candimangala of Mukundarama,
Manasamangala of Bipradasa, Candi of Madha-
vacarya. It is also mentioned in the Pavanadutam
written by Dhoyi, the court poet of Laksmansena.

It lost its importance as a port owing to the silting
of the river-bed of the Saraswati. In the 9th cen-

9
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tury A.D. Saptagrama was ruled by a powerful
Buddhist king named Paramabhattaraka Sri Sri
Rupanarayana Sinha. The Egyptian traveller 1bn
Batuta came here in the 18th century A.D. Sapta-
orama, the metropolis of Radha or western Bengal,
was later conquered by Jafar Khan whose tomb is
still found at Triveni. Many coins of Muslim rulers,
e.g., Sher Shah and Husen Shah, have been found
here. During the rule of Alauddin Husen Shah of
Gauda, it was called Husenabad and was the seat of
an imperial mint. In the 16th century A.D. a Hindu
chief named Rajivalocana conquered it from Sulai-
man, the Sultan of Gauda. It is the birth-place of
the author of the Candi. We get a glimpse of its
prosperity from Bankimachandra’s Kapalakundala
and H. P. Shastr?’s Bener Meye. It is a sacred place
of the Vaisnavas being the home of Uddharana
Datta, a follower of Caitanyadeva. Nityananda,
the right-hand-man of Caitanya, spent many years
in this locality. A mosque and a few tombs are still
found here.

Vamséavati: It is in the district of Hocghly where there
is an ancient temple of Hamse$vari (an aspect of
Durga). The Vasudeva temple with pauranic scenes
on 1ts walls is also ancient. The temple of Visnu is
the oldest. Close to Vamsavati- there is a sacred
abode of Uddharana Datta, a celebrated Vaisnava
disciple of Caitanyadeva. It is very much frequented
by the Vaisnavas specially on the anniversary day
of this religious reformer, Uddharana Datta.

Trieni: It is 5 miles from the present Bandel Junction
station. It is a sacred place of the Hindus, situated
at the confluence of the Sarasvati and the Bhagi-
rathl. The site is ancient as it is found mentioned
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in Dhoy?’s Pavanadiita, a work of the 12th century
A.D. The Muslim historians call it Tirpani or Firo-
zabad, as Firoz Shah, Sultan of Bengal, lived here
for sometime. During the Muslim period it was an
important city and a port. The medieval Bengali
poet Mukundarama mentions it as a sacred place.
It was once a centre of Sanskrit learning. Here we
find the tomb of Jafar Khan, the conqueror of Sapta-
grama, and close by there is a mosque with the
maxims of Holy Quoran written on it. The tomb
of Jafar Khan was built over a Hindu shrine con-
taining some inscribed scenes from the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata.

Mahandada : It is in the district of Hooghly and it can be
reached by Magra-Tarkeswar Light Railway. It
was once the capital of Western Bengal. Mahanada
contains the ruins of ancient palaces, old Hindu
temples and old tanks. According to tradition it
was the seat of king Candraketu, the ruins of whose
gadha (moat) are still found there. The temple of
Dvaravasini, old ponds, e.g., Jiyatkunda, Papahara-
nakunda and Sat Satiner Dighi are found here.
Near the old Saiva temple of JateSvaranatha we find
some tombs. The Jamai-Jangal Road, the VaS$is-
thaganga and the Jiyatkunda are noteworthy.

Panduya : It 1s situated at a distance of 88 miles from
Calcutta. It is commonly known as Pedo. It is in
the Hooghly District and is quite distinct from Pan-
duya in the Malda District. In the 15th century A.D.
Samsuddin Isuf Shah, king of Gauda, conquered this
Hindu kingdom of Panduya. It contained many
Hindu temples. An ancient Hindu temple dedica-
ted to Sun God was converted into a mosque. Be-
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sides this place contains damaged mosques and a
minar which is 127 ft. high. There are two tanks
here by the names of Jorapukur and Pirpukur.
Every year in the months of January and April fairs
are held and many people bathe in the Pirpukur, the
water of which is considered to be sacred.

Katwa (Katadvipa): It is in the district of Burdwan,
and i1s a sacred place of the Vaisnavas, because here
Caitanyadeva at the age of 24 became a hermit and
shaved his hair.

Jhamatpura: Four miles to the north of Katwa there is
a village called Jhamatpur. It was the dwelling
place of Krsnadasa Kaviraj, the celebrated author
of the Sricaitanya Caritamrita.

Kalna: It is in the district of Burdwan and is considered
to be a very sacred place to the Hindus, because it
was the abode of the famous Vaisnava saints, Strya-
dasa, Gauridasa, Jagannathadasa, and Bhagavan-
dasa. It is also famous as Ambika-Kalna.

Murshidabad : It is situated at a distance of 122 miles
from Calcutta on the bank of the River Bhagirathi.
It was known to the ancients as Mukshudabad or
Mukshusabad. It was the capital of the last inde-
pendent ruler of Bengal. This city was well-built
by Nawab Murshidkuli Khan who was then the
Viceroy (Subedar) of Bengal. At one time this city
was adorned with many magnificent buildings and
palaces. It was an extensive city, populous and
prosperous. The following are the noteworthy
things there:

(1) Imambara, which was built by Nawab-
Nazim Mansur Ali, is 680 feet long. (2) Mot: Jhil,
which contains a beautiful garden, is now in ruins.
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(3) Hazarduari, which was the old palace of the
Nawab, is a massive structure. (4) Katra Musjid.
(5) Tomb of Nawab Sharfaraz Khan who became
the Nawab of Murshidabad for one year after the
death of Suja Khan. (6) Tripolia Gate. (7) Ja-
lankosha Cannon—a very big cannon, 18 ft. long, made
in 1637 A.D. (8) Topkhana which was built by
Murshidkuli Khan close to the Katra Musjid.
(9) Nizamat-Adalat and Sadar Dewani Adalat: no
trace of them is now found; on the ruins of these a
beautiful palace with a delightful garden has been
built.

On the other side of the Ganges flowing through
the town of Berhampore stands the tomb of Nawab
Siraj-ud-daula.

Rangamat: : It is situated in the District of Murshidabad
as distinct from Rangamati of the Chittagong *Hill
Tracts. The site of Rangamati in Murshidabad lies
on the western coast of the Ganges, a mile and a half
to the south-east of Chirati Railway Station, 94 miles
from Bandel. The soil of this place is red and hard
and offers a clue to the name of this place. Accord-
ing to some the name is derived from Raktamrtti or
Raktabhitti (lo-to-wei-chi), the name of an old
Buddhist monastery which the Chinese traveller
Hiuen Tsang found in Karnasuvarna in the 7th cen-
tury A.D. Rangamati is thus believed to have been
the site of Karnasuvarna. @ Many coins of the
Kusana and Gupta ages, a few mounds of bricks and
clay called Thakuravadi Danga, Raksusi Danga,
Rajavadi Danga, Sannyasi Danga, and a few tanks
like Yamuna Puskarani, Pir Pukur, etc. are found
there. A Hindu deity made up of stone with eight
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hands, called Mahisamarddini has been discovered
~ here. The site now contains many marshes.

Pahdadpur : The ruins of Pahadpur are situated at a dis-
tance of 8 miles to the west of the Jamalganj Rail-
way Station in the district of Rajshahi. The huge
mound of bricks, 80 feet in height, that stands at
Pahadpur probably gave rise to the name of this
place as it looked like a rock. Somapura was its
ancient name. Situated at a distance of about 30
miles to the north-west of Mahasthana or ancient
‘Pundravardhana and south-east of Bangad or ancient
Kotivarsa, there stood an old Buddhist monastery
now in ruins. The Pahadpur monastery resembles
such great monasteries as Borobudar and Pramba-
nam monasteries in Java and Ankarbhat monastery
in Cambodia. 1In the Buddhist vihdra at Pahadpura
we find a square sanctuary with many chambers each
having a courtyard in front and a small portico. A

high altar is found probably meant for religious
worship.

To the east of this sanctuary we find a little
stiupa (shrine) called Satyapirer bhita, where we find
a temple of Tara. The Pahadpura monastery was
built in the 8th century A.D. under the Pala kings of
Bengal. @ The terracotta plaques on the walls of
the monastery contain the tales of the Paficatantra
and the Hitopadesa. The stone images of Radha
and Krsna, some lovely figures telling the stories of
the life of Krsna, slaying of Dhenukasura, holding of
Mt. Govardhana by Srikrsna are found here. The Epic
and Pauranic scenes like the figsht of Bali- and
Sugriva, the death of Bali, the abduction of Subhadra,
etc. are also found. In the 5th century A.D. there
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was a Jain temple at Pahadpura. The famous Tibe-
tan Buddhist scholar Dipankara Srijfiana is said to
have spent many years under his teacher, Ratnakara
Santi, in the great hermitage of Somapura.

Khetud—a village in the district of Rajshahi. It was
visited by Sricaitanya in the 16th century A.D. A
temple has been built here to commemorate his visit.

Mahasthanagarh: The present ruins of Mahasthana or
Mahasthanagarh lie 7 miles north of the modern
town of Bogra. Cunningham identifies this site with
the ancient city of Pundravardhana, the name of
which occurs in a Brahmanic inscription of the
Maurya age. During the 4th, 5th and the 6th cen-
turltes A.D. when India was ruled by the Imperial
Guptas, Pundravardhanabhukti was a Gupta pro-
vince undgr a Viceroy who had the title of Uparika.
The river Karatoya which still washes the base of
the mounds of Mahasthana separated it from the
more easterly kingdom of Pragjyotisa or Kamarupa
In Assam. Pundravardhana was visited by Hiuen
Tsang in the 7th century A.D. According to him
this_ country was more than 4000 li in circuit and its
capital more than 30 li (5 miles). To the west of the
capital there was a magnificent Buddhist establish-
ment and near it stood an ASoka Tope. The city
lost its importance from the third quarter of the 12th
century A.D., for the later Sena kings of Bengal
shifted their capital first to Deopara in the Rajshahi
district and later to Gauda in the Maldah district.
Towards the end of the 13th or the beginning of the
14th century A.D. Pundravardhana was occupied by
the Mahommedans. There was a village called Vasu
Vihara, 4 miles to the west of Mahasthana, which,
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according to Cunningham, was the site of the well-
known monastery called Po-shi-po by the Chinese
pilgrim.

The following are the important things found
at Mahasthana: a battered Jain statue; ruins of

- Hindu and Buddhist shrines; and later tombs and

mosques. The images of Candi, GaneSa and the
carvings of Govindabhita are noteworthy.

Bangad: The ruins of Bangad or Bannagara are found

on the eastern bank of the river Punarbhava, one
and a half mile to the north of Gangarampur which
is 18 miles south of Dinajpur. @ The region round
modern Gangarampur was called Damdama during
the Muslim period and it may be identical with
Kotikapura or ancient Devakot, the capital of
Kotivarsa in northern Bengal. Bangad, according
to tradition, was the site of the fortified town of the
demon king Bana whose wife Kalarani is said to have
a tank dug called Kaladighi at Gangarampur. Be-
sides, there are other tanks, such as Taldighi and Dha-
ladighi. Of the ancient buildings and monuments we
have no trace at present. A Kamboja king of Gauda
built a temple of Siva.  According to the copper
plate inscription of king Mahipala I discovered at
Bangad, Mahipala regained his lost paternal king-
dom. Some of the old relics of Bangad are now kept
in the Dinajpur palace. Here we find a richly carved
stone pillar made of touch-stone, a Siva temple and
a Buddhist Caitya of about the 11th century A.D.

Tarpanghat—An important village in the district of

Dinajpur. Here Valmiki, the celebrated author of

the Ramayana, practised penances. Nearby stands
a brick built stipa called Sitaka.
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Gauda: Gauda was the capital of Bengal during the
Hindu and Muslim periods. According to some the
name 1s derived from Guda, i.e., molasses, as Gauda
was formerly a trading centre of molasses. The
ruins of Gauda lie at a distance of ten miles to the
south-west of the modern town of Malda. It was an
anclent town as its name occurs in the Epics and the
Puranas. The Padma Purana (189.2) refers to
Gaudadesa which was ruled by a king named Nara-

simha. It was the capital of Devapala, Mahendra-
pala, Adisura, Ballalasena and the Mahomedan rulers
up to about the close of the 16th century A.D. It
formed a part of the kingdom of the Imperial Gup-
tas during the 4th, 5th and 6th centuries A.D. There

"is no trace at present of Ramavati, the capital of
ancient Gauda under Pala rulers. It lay several
miles to the north of the present site of the ruins of
(Gauda near the river Kalindi. Laksmanavati or
Laknauti which was built by king Laksmanasena
was the later capital of Gauda under Sena and Mus-
lim rulers. King Ballalasena built a castle at Gauda
which goes by the name of Ballalabadi or Ballala-
bhita. The ruins of this fort are found at Shahdulla-
pur. One of the biggest tanks in Bengal known as
Sagardighi is attributed to him. Near the present
site of Gauda stands the ancient village Ramakeli
which was visited by Caitanyadeva. The abodes of
Riupa and Sanatana, the Riupasagara tank, the
Kadamba tree, some wells known as Radhakunda,
Syamakunda, Lalitakunda and Visakhakunda and
the ancient temple of Madanamohana are now found
there. There is another village called Khalimpur near
the site of Gauda. A copper plate inscription of king

Dharmapala of the Pala dynasty of Bengal has been
10
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discovered here. King Isanavarman of the Mau-
khari dynasty claimed victories over the Gaudas and
Gauda country (E.I., XIV. 110 ff). In the Deol
plates the Rastrakiita king Krsna II is credited to
have taught humility to the Gaudas (E.I., V. 190).
The Gauda country is mentioned in the Apsad Inscrip-
tion of Adityasena (C. 655 A.D.) and the India Office
plate of Laksmanasena (E.I., XXVI. pt. I). Deva-
pala is described in the Gauda Pillar Inscription of
Badal as the lord of the Gauda country (E. I.,11, 160
ff). The Sirur and Nilgund Inscriptions of Amogha-
varsa I (866 A.D.) refer to the peoples of Gauda. The
kingdom of Gauda was suddenly seized by Laksma-
nasena (vide Madhainagar Copper plate of Laksma-
nasena). 'The paramiara King Laksmanadeva -is
sald to have defeated the lord of Gauda (E.I., II.,
p. 193). The Sanjan grant of Amoghavarsa states
that Dhruva took away the royal parasols of the
king of Gauda. (E.I., XVIII, p. 244).

The following relics of the Muslim age are note-
worthy : — |

(1) Jan Jan Meah mosque, built by Sultan
Giyas-ud-din Mahmud Shah. (2) The Dakhil Dur-
waja or the gate of the ancient Mushm fort of Gauda.
(3) The well-known Sona mosque (Barduari)—a
square building built of stone. (4) Ruins of Haveli
Khas (or the ancient capital). (5) Tomb of Sultan
Husain Shah, built of coloured bricks. (6) Feroze
Minar (high and massive structure). From the top
of this Minar one can have a good view of the ruins
of Gauda. (7) Kadam Rasul mosque, built by
Sultan Nasiruddin Nasrat Shah in the 16th century
A.D. containing a big dome, 4 minarets of black

- stone and footprints of the Prophet. (8) Chika
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mosque. (9) The famous Loton mosque, built of
various coloured bricks (white, green, blue and

yellow).

Besides these there are other noteworthy objects,
e.2., the temples of Gaudes$vari, Jaharavasini, Siva—
the manaskamana deity, Ramabhita, and Patala-
candi.

Panduya: The ruins of Panduya which was the first
independent kingdom of Bengal in the Muslim age,
lie to the east of the river Mahananda in the district
of Malda. A clear trace of Hindu relics is found at
Panduya in a dilapidated culvert with i1mages of
Hindu deities beneath it. = Many remains of the

" Muslim age are found at this site, e.g., Selami-Darga,
Asansahi Darga, Baisk-Hazari Darga, Eklakhi and
Sona mosques, and the Adind mosque which is the
most famous. The Adina mosque is bigger than the
Imambara at Hughli. It'is 560 ft. long, 300 ft. wide
and 60 ft. high. It is one of the finest specimens of
Mushim architecture of Bengal. It is situated at a
distance of 8 miles from Panduya railway station
and 6 miles from old Malda.

Vikramapura—It lies in the Munshiganj sub-division of
Dacca. A portion of it is included in the Faridpur
district. The name Vikramapura is generally applied
to the tract of country bounded by the Dhalesvari
on the north, the Idilpur pargana on the south, the
Meghna on the east, and the Padma on the west.
The name of this place is derived from a king named
Vikrama who ruled it for sometime. Ramapala, the
ancient capital of Vikramapura, lay 3 miles west of

Munshiganj. The name of Sri Vikramapura occurs
in the Sitahati Copper Plate Inscription of Ballala-
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sena. A copper plate inscription of the Buddhist
king Sr1 Candradeva of the Candra dynasty has been
discovered here. Ramapala, the birth-place of Sila-
bhadra, the Principal of the famous Buddhist
University of Nalanda, was the eastern headquarters
of the Hindu kings of Bengal for sometime. The
ruins of a palace called Ballalabadi:, many ancient
ponds called Ramapaladighi, Ballaladighz, etc., many
Hindu and Buddhist deities of the Pala period have
been found at Vikramapura. To the north of Rama-
pala, in a village a mosque of Adam Sahid is found.
The village of Vajrayogini lying on the south-west
corner of Ramapala was the birth-place of the.

]
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Buddhist savant, Dipankara Srijiana who was born
in the 10th century A.D.

Mainamati and Lalmai Ranges: Mainamati is about 6

miles west of the present town of Comilla. The
Lalmai and Mainamati rocks are situated in the
district of Tippera in Kast Bengal. The name
Mainamati is probably associated with Mayanamati,
the queen of Manik Candra, a king of the Candras,
who ruled over Bengal in the 10th and 11th centuries
A.D. This queen and her son Gopicandra figure
largely in Bengali folk songs. Queen Mayanamati
seems to have been a disciple of Gorakhanatha, a
great Saiva Yogl while her son was a disciple of a
low caste siddha (perfected one). A copper plate
inscription of the 18th century A.D. found at Maina-
mati records the gift of a piece of land by the king
Ranavankamalla Harikaladeva to a Buddhist monas-
tery at Pattikera. An officer of the royal groom is
mentioned as embracing Sahajayana Buddhism at
Pattikera. A village of the Tippera district which
extends upto the Mainamati hills even now retains
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the name Patikara or Paitkara. The existence of
the kingdom of Pattikera may be traced as far back
as the 8th century A.D. It was situated in ancient
Samatata. Coins similar to those of the Candra
dynasty and terracotta plaques, with figures of
Arakanese and Burmese men and women, have been
found at Mainamati. In these coins the name of
Patikera occurs. It appears that there was an inti-
mate relation between Burma and the kingdom of
Pattikera. ¥ Ranavankamalla Harikaladeva was a

chieftain of this place, while the Devas were then
the independent rulers. The Pattikeraka vihara of
the Pala period was an important monastery. A
mound at Mainamati known as the ruins of Ananda
Raja’s palace seems to be a monastery. Some rulers
of the Candra Dynasty, Sri Candra, Govinda Candra,
Survana Candra, Pirna Candra, etc., mentioned in
the inscriptions, ruled eastern and southern Bengal
between A.D. 900 and 1050 with Rohitagiri as their
capital. Rohitagiri probably included the present
Lalmai hills, five miles to the west of Comilla.

The naked stone image of a Jaina Tirthankara
found at Mainamati, shows the influence of Jainism
In the region. The discovery of such deities as
Ganesa, Hara-Gauri, Vasudeva, shows the influence
oif Hinduism there. Of some mounds situated at
Mainamati, Anandaraja’s palace, Bhojaraja’s palace,
Candimura, Rupavanmura, Salvanraja’s palace are
noteworthy. In one of these mounds we find temples
of Siva and Candi. A square monastery like that
at Pahadpura existed there. The central temple
contains on its -walls projecting mouldings, lotus-
p‘etals, ete. Many carved terracotta plaques which
contain the figures of Yaksas, Kirhpurusas, Gandhar-
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vas, Vidyadharas, Kinnaras, Buddha, Padmapani,
warriors, animals, lotus flowers, etc. have been dis-
covered. The potteries found there are mostly in
ruins. Some small bronze images of the Buddha
have also been discovered. For details vide the B.

C. Law Vol., Pt. I1., pp. 213-231.

Candranatha—In the vicinity of Sitakunda there exist
the famous temples of Candranatha and Sambhi-
natha in the district of Chittagong, which are much
frequented by pilgrims from all parts of Bengal.
The peak of Candranatha is regarded as a place
beloved of Siva. The shrine on the top of this hill
contains a lingam or symbolical representation of
Siva and the ascent to it is sald to redeem the pilgrim
from the miseries of future births. The largest
gathering takes place at the Siva-caturdasi festival.

Sunderban (Sundaravana)—The forest region of Sunder-
ban was formerly included in the kingdom of Sama-
tata or Bagdi (Vyaghratati). The Chinese pilgrim
Hiuen Tsang saw many Hindu, Buddhist, and Jain
temples at Samatata in the 7th century A.D. but no
trace of them has yet been found. Some decorated
bricks, fragments of stone sculptures, coins of Skan-
dagupta and Huviska, an image of Strya and a
Navagraha slab (a slab containing 9 planets)., etc.,
have been discovered here.



CHAPTER VI
PRAGJYOTISAPURA

In ancient times Kamarapa was known as Pragjyo-
tisa which included a larger area than that of Kamaripa.
Pragjyotisapura is taken to mean the city
Lxtent & mean- of egstern astrology. Sakadvipi Brahmins
ing of Pragjyo- : . . _ _ _ .
tisapura while migrating into Kamarapa carried the
memory of their fatherland and applied the
name to their new home a few centuries after Christ.
These Brahmins are known as Acaryas in Bengal and
Darvajrias in Assam. Their ancestors were devoted
students of astrology. Every king had his astrologer.
The performance of grahayajiia or the rite of propitia-
ting the planets was their exclusive function. Prag-
Jyotisa means a city which had formerly been a seat of

Jyotisa or astrology.’

The Pragjyotisas were a well-known people in
both the Epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
They had their kingdom outside the pale of
izhihzrﬁég’i’::isas Aryandom. The Mahabharata frankly
refers to Pragjyotisa as a Mleccha kingdom

ruled over by king Bhagadatta.®? In the same epic 1t is
also referred to as an Asura kingdom ruled over by the
Asuras named Naraka and Muru.” It seems to have
bordered on the realm of the Kiratas and Cinas.” In the

1. J. C. Roy, Pragjyotisapura, Modern Review, March 1946.

2. Sabhiparva, XXV, 1000-1; L. 1834 ; Udyogaparva, CLXVI, 5804 ;
Karnaparva, V. 104-5.

3. Vanaparva, XII, 488 ; Udyogaparva, XLVII, 1887-92 ; Cf. Harwamsa,
121, 6791-6 ; 122, 6885-8.

4. Sabhdparva, XXV, 1002 ; Udyoga, XVIII, 584-5.
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Bharata War the Kurus had the king of Pragjyotisa
named Bhagadatta as their ally in the north-east ol
India.! Bhagadatta, a king of Pragjyotisa, took part in
the Bharata battle with a contingent of the Cinas.” The
whole of north and east Bengal was held by the Pragjyo-
tisa kingdom.’

Varahamihira mentions Pragjyotisa anmong the
countries in the east.” According to the Raghuvamsa,
the Pragjyotisa country lay evidently to the
north of the Brahmaputra river. It, there-
fore, seems that the kingdom included not
only Kamaripa country but also a considerable portion
of north Bengal and perhaps also of north Bihar. Accord-
ing to the Yoginitantra Kamarapa included the whole
of the Brahmaputra (Lauhitya) valley with Rangpur
and Cooch Behar. In Hemachandra’s Abhidhanacinta-
mant (IV. 22) there is a mention of Pragjyotisah Kama-
rapah. But in the Raghuvamsa (IV. 83-4) they are des-
cribed as two different nations. Kamariipa is a later
name, and 1t has come into use in medigeval
times. The Mahdabhdarata mentions Kama-
khya near Gauhati which was famous i1n
ancient times. The temple of Kamakhya near Gauhati
is one of the most sacred shrines of the Sakta Hindus.
There 1s no difficulty in accepting Gauhati to be the old
capital. The valley of the Brahmaputra was divided in
ancient times into three tracts: Sadiya (eastern district),

Assam proper (middle district), and Kamariipa (western
district), As Kamariipa was the most powerful state, its
name came to denote the whole valley. Kuéavihara was

Location of
Pragjyotisa

Kamarapa, a
later name
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1. Cambridge History of India, 1, 274.

2. Mahabharata, Udyogaparva, 18, 584 ff.:

3. Pargiter, Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, p. 202.
4. Brhatsamhita, Ch. XIV, 6.
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the western division of Kamariipa proper. As it was the
richest part of the country, it became for sometime the
residence of the Rajas whose capital called Kamatipura
gave its name to the whole Province.! The old capital
of Kamaripa is said to have been Gauhati on the southern
bank of the Brahmaputra. Kamatipura, the capital of
Kusavihara, is exactly 150 miles from Pabna while
Gauhati 1s about twice that distance from Pabna in a
north-easterly direction. On the eastern side Kamarupa
touched the frontiers of the south-western barbarians of
the Chinese Province of Shu but the route was difficult.
On the south-eastern side, the forests were full of wild
elephants. There was a Brahmin king who claimed des-
cent from god Narayana and his family occupied the
throne for one thousand generations. He was a staunch
Buddhist and accompanied king Harsavardhana of
Kanauj 1n his religious procession.” According to Gait
Pragjyotisa is represented by the modern town of
Gauhati.

The ancient kingdom of KXKamarupa generally
occupied an area larger than that of the modern province
and extended westwards to the Karatoya
Extent of the river. In Samudragupta’s Allahabad Pillar
ancient kingdom .. _ _ . .
of Kamarapa dNscription, Kamarupa is mentioned as one
T:cit:; of the frontier states outside the limits of
the Gupta Empire but paying tribute and
obedience to the paramount power.? According to the
Puranas, Kamaruapa, the capital of which was Pragjyo-
tisa, extended from the Karatoya river in Rangpur to

the eastward. The kingdom included Manipur, Jaintia,

A .

1. Aiwn-i-Akbar:, 1, 8. ‘
2. Cunningham’s Ancient Geography of India, S. N. Majumdar’s Ed.,

pp. 572-4 and notes, Ibid., p. 729.
3. JRAS., 1890, p. 879. 4. Martin, East Ind., Vol. III, p. 403.

11



82 INDOLOGICAL STUDIES

Cachar, west Assam and parts of Mymensingh and Syil-
het (Srihatta). The modern districts extend from Goal-
para to Gauhati.' The country of Kamaripa was about
10,000 1i in circuit. The capital town was about 30 li.
The land though low was rich and regularly cultivated.
Water led from the river or from reservoirs irrigated the
towns.? . On the north Kamarupa included Bhutan, on
the south it was bounded by the confluence of the Brah-
maputra and the Lakhya and included Manipur, Jaintia,
Cachar and parts of Mymensingh and Sylhet.” It also
included Rangpur which contained the country residence
of Bhagadatta, king of Kamaripa. According to the
Kalika Purana (Ch. 38) the capital town of Pragjyotisa
has been identified with Kamakhya or Gauhati.* Accord-
ing to the same Purana, Kamakhya contained the tem-
ple of the celebrated Kamakhyadevi on the Nilakita-
parvata (Ch. 62). The temple of Tamre$varidevi or the
copper temple called by Buchanan as the eastern Kama-
khya on the river Dalpani, is situated near
Kamakhya, the the north-eastern boundary of the an-
capital town of . e _ | _ - - -
Pragjyotisa cient Kamariipa.® The Kavyamimamsa of
' Rajasekhara places Pragjyotisa, Tamra-
lipta, and the Pundra country in the east (“Baranasyam
puratah purvadesah, yatra Anga-Kalinga-Kosala-To$ala-
Otkala-Magadha-Mudgara - Videha - Nepala-Pundra-Prag-
jyotisa-T'amraliptaka-Malada - Mallavartaka-Suhma-Brah-
mottara prabhrtayah janapadah.”’).® Narakasura, who
sprang from the union of Visnu in his Varaha form with
the goddess Mahi or Chaya and was made the lord of
Pragjyotisa by his divine father, was born in the Koka-

Lassen, IA., Vol. 1, 87 ; Vol. II, p. 9783 ; Wilson, Visnu P., V., p. 88.
Beal, Records of the Western World, Vol. 11, pp. 195-6.

Buchanon, Account of Rangpur, JASB., 1838, p. 1.

JRAS., 1900, p. 25.

JASB., Vol. XVII, p. 462. 6. Kavyamimamsa, Ch. 17.

o R N



PRAGJYOTISAPURA 83

mukhatirtha in the Himalayas. Dr. Roy Choudhury
thinks that this fact apparently points to the proximity
of the sacred place of Kokamukha to Pragjyotisa in
Kamarupa (Lower Assam and north Bengal to the east
of Karatoya).'. | R
Pragjyotisa was prosperous, full of fruits and trees,
such as mango, banyan, red silk cotton, and bel.>? The
Pragiyotisa realisation of the taxes from the tenants
prosperous, full and the infliction of punishments were
‘;iefe‘;“its aid  rare,® According to the Arthaéiastra Com-
- mentary,” the following were the products
avallable in Kamariapa. Of the many kinds of sandal
and incense Jongaka was black or variegated black with
variega'ted spots. Pdaralauhityaka was of
Products avail- the colour of nutmeg, named after its native
?gifam ®ama- y1and Lauhitya in Kamariipa. Asokagramika
was of the colour of meat. Grameruka was
greasy. Sauvarpakudyaka was reddish yellow. Antar-
wvatya was of the colour of cascus. It was produced
on the bank of the river Antarvati in Kamartipa. When
Hiuen Tsang’s Hiuen Tsang visited Kamarupa (Ka-mo-lu-
visit to Kama- 1°0) he saw the country low and moist and
rupa nat“d his  the crops regular. The jack-fruit and coco-
anut were very much liked and they were
plentiful. There were continuous streams and tanks.
The climate was genial and the people were honest.
They were of small stature and black looking. Their
.speech differed a lhittle from that of Mid-India. They
were of violent disposition and were persevering students.
They worshipped the devas and did not believe in Bud-
dhism. The Chinese pilgrim saw no Asokan monument

— e —. e e el o ——— e —

1. B, C. Law Volume, I, pp. 89-90.
2. or Sriphal (Aegle or Aegle Marmelos Corr.).
3. Cf. Nowgong Copper Plate.- 4. Book II, Chap. ll.
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there. No Buddhist monastery existed there and what-
ever Buddhists there were in this land, they performed
the acts of devotion secretly. This shows that there were
Buddhists who belonged to the Guhyasamaja.” Deva
temples were many in number and the various systems
had some myriads of professed adherents. The king was
a lover of learning and his subjects followed his example.
Men of ability came from distant places to study here.
Though the king was not a Buddhist, he treated the
accomplished sramanas (recluses) with due respect.

To the east of Kamarupa the country contained a
series of hills and hillocks without any principal city and
it reached upto the south-west barbarians of China.
Hence the inhabitants were akin to the Man and the Lao.
In the south-east of the country the wild elephants rava-
ged 1n herds and so there was a good supply of elephants
for war purposes. According to Hiuen Tsang, Ka-mo-lu-
p’o 1s modern Kamrip or western Assam with its capital
named Gauhati. It is 1,600 li to the west of Upper
Burma beyond the Black Mountains and in east India,
600 li to the south-east of Pundravardhana with the river
Ka-lo-tu (Karatoya?) between that country and Kama-
ripa. This river 1s most probably the Brahmaputra.’
Alberuni places Kamariipa far to the east of Kanauj, the
mountains of which stretch away as far as the sea.

The kingdom of Kamarupa in the north-east seems
to have been independent and it certainly remained out-
side the sphere of AsSoka’s religious propaganda.’ V. A.
Smith 1s right in pointing out that the enumeration of

1. Some hold that a very debased form of later Buddhism known as the
Vajrayana system or the Sahajiya cult was prevalent in Kamarupa for some
centuries (K. L. Barua, Early History of Kamarupa, p. 304),

2. Watters, On Yuan Chwang, II, pp. 185-87,

3. Indwa, I, p. 201. '

4. V. A. Smith, Asoka, 3rd Edn., p. .81,
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the frontier kingdoms and republics whose rulers did
homage and paid tribute to the Emperor Samudragupta,
enables us to define the boundaries of his dominions with
sufficient accuracy and to realise the nature of the poli-

tical divisions of India in the 4th century
Kamaripa a tri- A.D. Kamariapa was onc of the tributary
butary kingdom kinod | h . :
on the east. iIngdoms on the eastern side of the conti-
It retained its nent of India. The king of Kamarupa
?;::::f;wa;;i_ used to pay taxes to Samudragupta.’
nistration Kamarupa retained the Brahmanical supre-

macy for a long time. Although it paid

taxes to the great Gupta kings, yet it retained its auto-
nomy in internal administration.

Harsa, the successor of Rajyavardhana, concluded
an alliance with Bhaskaravarman, king of Kamaripa,
whose father Susthitavarman Mrganka fought against
Mahasenagupta. The alliance was disastrous for the
Horsn and Gaudas as we know_from the Nidhanapur
Bhaskaravarman plates of Bhaskara. At the time of issuing of
l[‘{i‘;gl Zi_ma these plates Bhaskaravarman was in posses-

sion of Karnasuvarna which was once the
capital of the Gauda king Sasanka. The king overthrown
by Bhaskara may have been Jayanaga whose name is dis-
closed by the Vappaghosavata Inscription.” The Gaudas
did not acquiesce in the loss of their 1ndependence.
They became a thorn in the side of Kanauj and Kama-
rapa.” According to the Harsacarita the prince of Prag-
jyotisa sent a messenger to Harsa named Bhaskaradyuti,
otherwise known as Bhaskaravarman who was also called
Kumara (heir-apparent). Keilhorn holds that Kumara
was the prince’s name. He was surnamed Bhaskara-

i

1. Early History of India, 1924, p. 302.
2. Fleet, CII., II1I, pp. 6-8. 3. EI., XVI1l, pp. 60 ff.
4. Ray Chaudhuri, PHAI., 4th Ed., p. 315,
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varman because he possessed the sun’s splendour
(Bhaskara-dyuti).! Harsavardhana while going to fight
with Sasanka met a messenger named Hamsavega sent
by Prince Bhaskaravarman of Kamartpa. Bhaskara-
varman sent many presents in order to enter into a treaty
with Harsa. He conquered Karnasuvarna for a short
time.” It may be presumed that the king of Kamarupa,
being defeated by Sasanka, asked help from the king of
Thaneswar. Sasanka was afterwards defeated by Harsa
and Bhaskaravarman.’ A seal was found at Nalanda of
Bhaskaravarman, which mentions the names of some of
his predecessors.” Bhaskara’s seal was found along with
the seal of his patron Harsa. The king of Kamarupa
obeyed the orders of king Harsa.” Kumara, king of
Kamarupa, was an ally of Harsa, who marched along the
southern bank of the Ganges, while Kumara kept pace
with him on the opposite bank. Both of them reached
Kanauj in the course of nminety days in A.D. 643." Bhas-
karavarman played an important part in Harsa’s cere-
monilals. He was subject to the sovereign of northern
India that he could not afford to disobey Harsa’s com-
mands.” It seems that Bhaskara was in terror of
Sasanka but when Sasanka died later than 619 A.D., his
kingdom passed into the hands of Harsa. Bhaskaravar-
man may have obtained Karnasuvarna in Bengal whence
the copper-plate was 1ssued after the defeat of the usur-

per.” According to the Aphsad inscription,” the mighty
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1. JRAS., 1895, pp. 384-85.

2. According to some Karnasuvarna after Harsa passed under the rule of
his protege Bhaskaravarman, king of Kamariipa (Mookerji, Harsa 738).

3. R. D. Banerjee,Bangalar Itihasa, 1, p. 110.

4, JBORS., 1919, p. 302 ; 1920, p. 151.

5. Smith, Early H:istory of India, 1924, p. 354. 6. Ibhd., p. 362.

7. Ibid., p. 370 ; vide also an undated copperplate Inscription of Bhaskara-
varman, IA4., 1914, p. 25 ; EI., XII, pp. 65-79.

8. Ibud., p. 870 f.n, 9. No. 42 of Fleet.
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fame of Mahasenagupta, marked with honour of victory
in war over the illustrious king Susthitavarman of Kama-
rupa, was constantly sung on the banks of the river Lau-
King Susthita- Ditya (Brahmaputra). Fleet holds that
ﬂli’{a{:‘z::ﬁ;: Susthitavarman was really a Maukhari, the

ancestor of Avantivarman and Grahavar-
man of Kanauj." But really there was no Maukhari king
of that name. That Susthitavarman was associated
with the river Lauhitya clearly shows that he was a king
of Kamariipa.

The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang while at Nalanda
was invited by Bhaskaravarman, king of Kamarupa.
Hiuen Tsang At first he declined his invitation, but at the
and Bhaskara- request of his teacher Silabhadra he visited
varman Kamaripa where he was  received by the
king with great honour. Bhaskaravarman met the
Chinese pilgrim and enquired as to his native land. He
replied that he was a native of the great T’ang country.
The king enquired about its location. The Chinese pil-
grim replied that his country was the Mahacina of the
Indians and that it was situated some myriads of li to
the north-east of India. The kin