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‘he Teaching of The Buddha in Abhidhamma
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Panham puccheyyati suttante okasam karapettva
vinayam va abhidhammam va pucchati.

[Pacittiyapali. 9- Chattupahanavagga.
12- Dvadasama (Anokasakata) sikkhapada.
Vi, II. 460.]
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=  Pancahi bhikkhave . ... patibalo hoti antevasim
va saddhiviharim va abhisamacarikaya sikkhaya
sikkhdpeturh. Adibrahmacariyakidya sikkhdaya vinetum.

Abhidhamme vinetumh. Abhivinaye vineturh. Uppannam
ditthigatam dhammato viveceturh. Imehi kho bhikkhave
pancahangehr samannagatena bhikkhuna upasampade-
tabbam. Nissayo databbo. samanero upatthapetabba.

[Vinayapitaka, Mahavagga, 1- Mahakhandhaka
23- Upasampadetabbapancaka. Vi, III, 92-93.]
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= Abhidhamme (V1, 111, 92-93)ti namarupa paricchede
vineturn na patibaloti attho.
[Vi, ttha, III. 271.]
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= Abhidhamme (Vi, III, 92-93)ti namarupaparicchede
vineturnh na patibaloti attho.

[Vi, ttha, III. 271.] Abhidhammeti

lakkhana rasadivasena paricchanne

namarupadhamme.
[Viman, II. 20.]
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= Abhidhammeti namariipaparicchede.
[Sarattha, III. 40.]
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Puna ca param avuso bhikkhu dhammakamo
hoti piyasamudaharo. Abhidhamme abhivinaye
ularapamojjo. ... Ayam pi1 dhammo nathakarano.

[Dighanikaya, Pathikavagga, 10- Sanghitisutta.

dasaka. D1, III. 222.}

[ Anguttaranekaya. Dasakanipata.
1- Pathamapannisaka, 2. Nathavagga. 6- Ahuneyyasutta.

Am, I1I, 275-6.]
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= Abhidhamme abhivinayeti ettha dhammo
abhidhammo, vinayo abhivinayoti catukkam
veditabbam. Tattha dhammoti suttantapitakam.
Abhidhammoti sattapakaranani. . ... Athava
suttantapitakampi abhidhammapitakampi dhammo

eva. Maggaphalam abhidhammo.

[D1, ttha, III. 230. Am, ttha, III, 292.]
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= Abhidhammo sattapakaranani adhiko abhivisittho

ca pariyattidhammoti katva.

= Dhammo eva pitakadvayassapi pariyattidhamma-
bhavato. Maggaphalani abhidhammo nibbana-
dhammassa abhimukhoti katva.

[Di, ti, I1I.266. Am, ti, IIL, 308-9.]
[Visuddhi, 1I. 19.]
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= Idbhavuso sariputta dve bhikkhu abhidhamma-
kathamh kathenti. Te annamannam panham pucchanti.
Annamannassa panham puttha vissajjenti. No ca
samsadenti. Dhammi ca nesam kathapavattint hoti.
Evarapena kho avuso sariputta bhikkhuna

gosingasalavanam sobheyyati.

[Majjimanikaya Maulapannasa.
4- Mahayamakavagga.
2-Mahagosingasutta. Ma, 11, 136-7.]
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= Araffikenavuso bhikkhuna abhidhamme
abhivinaye yogo karaniyo. Santavuso arannikam

bhikkhum abhidhamme abhivinaye panham pucchitaro.

[Majjhimanikaya, Majjhipannasa, 2, Bhikkhuvagga,
- 9- Goliyanisutta, Ma, II, 136.]

R A

= 293060 32338560003 093093gem oo d50odgem
o Ol@ocoos coo 3EMI06VE © GuEHl M
cuN 0gfees O3 0§eges$ 303069 IMOIM

B3 0F 09uIBLIdNE 89 $ o%o?m
(oig o 2 Jp)

= Abhidhamme abhivinayeti abhidhammapitake-
ceva vinayapitake ca palivasena ceva atthakatha-vasena
ca yogo Karaniyo. Sabbantimena hi paricchedena
abhidhamme dukatikamatikahi saddhim dhamma-

hadayavibhangarm vina na vattati.
[Ma, ttha, III. 129.]
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= Abhidhamme abhivinaye yogoti 1mina bhavana-
paiifia uttarimanussadhamme yogo pakasito. Yogoti ca
paricayo ugganhavasena.
[Ma, 1, III. 83.]
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Puna ca param bhikkhave bhavissanti bhikkhu

anagatamaddhanam abhavitakaya abhavitasila abhavita-

" PNy e

citta abhavitapania. Te abhavitakaya samana abhavita-

L .

sila abhavitacitta abhavitapannd. Abhidhammakathar
vedallakathamh kathenta kanharmh dhammam okkama-mana

na bujjhassanti.
[Anguttaranikaya, Pancakanipata,
2- Dutiyapannasaka,
(8) 3- Yodhajivavagga, Tatiyaanagatabhayasutta.
Am, I, 94.]
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= Abhidhammakathanti stladinttamadhammakatham.
Vedallakathanti vedapatisamyuttam fanamissaka-katham.

™

[Am, ttha, TII. 73.]
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= Tena kho pana samayena sambahula thera bhikkha
pacchabhattam pindapatapatikkanta mandalamale

sannisinnd sannipatita abhidhammakatham kathenti.

[Anguttaranikiya, Chakkanipata, 2- Dutiyapannisaka,  6-
Mahavagga, 6-Hatthisdriputtasutta. Arn, II, 344-5.]
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= Abhidhammakathanti abhidhammamissakam katam.

|Am, ttha, III. 131.]
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= 35. .... Tesafica vo bhikkhave samagganam
sammodamananam avivadamananam sikkhitam siyamsu

dve bhikkhi abhidhamme nanavada.
[Majjhimanikaya, Uparipannasa, 1, Devadahavagga,
3- Kintisutta, Ma, III, 27.]
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= Abhidhammeti visitthe dhamme. Imesu sattatimsa
bodhipakkhiyadhammesuti attho.
[Ma, ttha, IV. 18.]
¢ee

= 300506y 63l 0% 39385600 0P 0GEY 032076303 C§
8o06@od P3LoD $ ogRa3 oslé
[ R qFoicBmPdlon y-ooBusugproom (og)

G~CL2673000)! £ —320000§200 QN

314 JEQ"]



noomonin NIgmngend ged:geeidlud (09)

= Abhidhamme kho pana abhivinaye panham puttho
samsadeti no vissajjeti. Idamassa na vannasmim vadamui.

[Anguttaranikaya, Tikanipata, 3- Tatiyapannasaka,
(14) 4- Yodhajivavagga, 9- Assaparassasutta,

Am, I, 293.]
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= Tavatuimsabhavane pandukambalasilayarh vassam

upagantva abhidhammakatham deseturn gatoti.
[Arn, ttha, I, 97.]
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Suttantam abhidhammanca,

vinayancapi kevalam.
navangam buddhavacanam,

esa dhammasabha tava.

| Khuddakanikaya. 1- Buddhavagga. Upalitherapadana.
Apa, I, 48. Apa, ttha, 1. 322.]
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= Tassa evam hoti “‘Ayam kho ayasma vinayadhero
. . . dhammakathiko. Abhidhammiko. . . .

= So labhahetu labhapaccaya labhakarana labhabhi-
nibbattiya labham paripacento abhidhammam
partyapunati. Evampi labhakamyata sikkhati.

= Idha bhikkhu na labhahetu na labhapaccaya na

labhakarana na labhabhinibbattiya na labharh paripacento
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yavadeva attadamanatthaya atta-samatthaya
attaparinibbapanatthaya suttantam pariyapunati. vinayam
pariyapunati. Abhidham pariyapunati. Evampi na
labhakamyata sikkhat.

- [Mahani. 183. Khuddakanikaya, Mahaniddesa,
|- Attakavagga. 10- Purabhedasuttaniddesa. ]
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= Kenatthena abhidhammo? dhammatireka
dhammavisesatthena atireka visesatthadipako hettha abhi-

saddo.
[Abhi, ttha, I, 3.

Mila, @1, I, 12-3. Anu, ti, I, 12-3.]
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Yam ettha vuddhimanto,

salakkhana pujita paricchinna.
vuttadhika ca dhamma,
abhidhammo tena akkhato.

[V, ttha, I, 16. Di, ttha, I, 18.
Milati, I, 20. Sarattha, I, 71-3.]
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Yattha khandha nippadesena vibhatta. So

abhidhammo nama.
[Malatt, I11. 24.]
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Abhidhammakatha nippariyaya desana.
(Abhi, ttha, III. 39)
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=  Abhidhammeti cittuppadakande appamanna-
vibhangadisu ca tattha tattha abhidhamma padesesu.

= -

[Visuddhi, 1, 1. 388.]
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= Tayo mase abbocchinnam abhidhammakatham

kathesa.
[Visuddhi, II. 19.]
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= Jt1 me bhasamanassa abhidhammakatham 1mam.
[Abhi, ttha, 1. 2.]
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Abhidhammakatha maggam,

Devanam sampavattayi.
[Abhi, ttha, I. 3.]
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= Tena sabbannutananameva abhidhammakathaya
samutthanabhave samattham. . . . abhidhamma-kathaya
asadharanabhavam.
[Mila, t1, I, 8]
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- Abhidhammakathanti abhidhammatthakatham.
[Mala, t1, I, 11]
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= Maggoti upayo. Khandhayatanadinam kusala-
dinafica dhammanam avabodhassa saccapati-vedhasseva
va upayabhabhavato ‘‘Abhidhamma-kathamaggo™t vutto.
Pabandho va maggoti vuccati. So hi dighatta maggo
viyati maggo. Tasma abhidhammakatha pabandho
abgidhamma-kthﬁ maggotl vutto.

[Miula, t1, I, 8-9.]
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Evametam sabbampi buddhavacanam paiica-
satikasangitikale sangayantena mahakassappamu-khena
vasiganena “‘Ayarmh dhammo, ayam vinayo. Idam

pathamabuddhavacanam, Idam majjhimabuddhavacanam,
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Idam pacchimabuddhavacanam. Idam Vinayapitakam,
idam Suttantapitakam, idam Abhidhammapitakam. Ayam
Dighanikayo. . . . ayam Khuddakanikayo. Imani suttadini
navangani. Iman caturasitti dhammakkhandhasahassani™
ti imam pabhedam vavatthapetvava sangitam. Na
kevalanca imameva annampi uddanasangaha vagga-
sangaha peyyalasangaha ekanipataduka-nipatadinipata
sangaha samyuttasangaha pannasasangahadianeka-vidham
tisu pitakesu sandissamanam sangahapabhedam

vavatthapetvava sattahi masehi sangitam.

[Abhi, ttha, I. 28.]
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Sangitipariyosane cassa ‘‘Idam Mahakassapa-
ttherena dasabalassa sasanam pancavassasahassapari-
manakalam pavattanasamattham kata’ nti sanjata-
ppamoda sadhukaram viya dadamana ayam maha-pathavi
udakapariyantam katva anekappakaram kampi sankampi
sam‘ﬁakampi sampavedhi. Anekani ca acchari- yani

paturahesum.

Evam sangite panettha ayam abhidhammo pitakato
Abhidhammapitakam. Nikayato Khuddaka-nikayo. Angato
Veyyakaranam. Dhammakkhandhato katipayani
dhammakkhandhasahassani honti.

[Abhi, ttha, . 28.]
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= Tam dharayantesu pubbe eko bhikkhu
sabbsamayika parisaya nisidittva abhidhammto
suttam aharittva dhammam kathento " Rupakkhan-
dho abyidkato, cattaro khandha siya kusala siya
akusala siya abyakata. Dasayatana abyakata.
Dve ayatana siya kusala siya akusala siya
abyakata. Solasa dhatuyo abyakata. Dve dhatuyo
siya kusala siya akukala siya abyakata. Samudaya-
saccam akusalam. Maggsaccam kusalam.
Nirodhasaccam abyakatam. Dukkhasaccam siya
kusalam siya akusalam siya abyakatam.
Dasindariyam akusalam. Ananna-tannassa-
mitindariyam kusalam. Cattari Indariyani siya
kusala stya abyakata. Cha indariyani siya kusala
siya akusala siya abyakata'ti dhamma-katham

kathesi.
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= Tasamim thane eko bhikkhu nisinno "
Dhammakathika tvam sinerum parikkhipanto viya
dighasuttam aharasi. Kin suttan nametan'’'ti aha.

Abhidhammasuttam nama avusoti.

Jn 6o
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Abhidhammasuttam kasama aharasi. Kim
annam buddhabhasitam suttam aharisuattam na
vuttati?ti abhidhammo kena bhasitoti? na eso
buddhabhasitoti. kKim pana te ahuso vihayapitakam
uggahitanti? na uggahitam ahusoti. avinayadha-
ritAya manne tvam ajanan to evam vadesiti.
Vinayamattameva avuso uggahitnati. Tampi te
duggahitam, prisapariyante nisidittva niddaynatena
uggahitam bhavissati. Tummhadisehi' pbbajento
va upadento va satisaro hoti. Kim karana? vinaya-
mattassapi duggahitatta. Vuttnnetam tattha
"Andpatti na vivannetukamo 'lngha tava ahuso
suttantam va gathayo va abhidhammam vapariya-
punssu. pacch@pi vinayam pariya-punissasi'ti®

bhanati.” Suttante okasam kakapettva abhi-
dhammam va vinayam va pucchati. Abhidhamme
okasam karapettva suttantam va vinayam va
pucchati. Vinaye okasam karapettva suttantam
va abhidhammam va pucchatiti® ". Tum pana
ettakampi na jana-siti. Ettakenapi paravadi

niggahito hoti.

---—--ﬂ----ﬂh—‘*—lﬂ_--—--ﬂ------h--“—_-—------.-—‘--H—--—-—-------—---

1. Tumhadisehi (ka), Tumhadise hi (9 )

2. Vi, 2. 189, pitthe. 3. Vi, 2. 460, pitthe.



noomomo NIsMngeof qed:gcedolud (JR)

026alo860g3 0 P VAo »(y o3
00e0$7003 2§oReP e’ :2povpd VBLPR GRS
INGEPGO0Y 20 WFOD 0§ VUICLIYANFEPEID So00RH
3NGEPEOEEY Qo060 oY 63 B0 IIDEYIND
MEaOg GoD :PoLRd VY VO S IPOEPOA VP VG oG S
¢$7 © 00007635 U 08 © 6§D MOOVOPIE GUMOII GOQEUS

3l 32706007 oVp!alilel 08031@ cola862070008 coreVYR”

037 @00 20gY 337930807 $70 Ve 070065 VLIV
03 200077 200360820 8O P§ICLORY YEROFIOISGM
PUIIPD YCQOD E,wgeoo')oé %g)eqeg) o020 2079 oaoflceggo"
O3 GUYGEINAIIPEFIGIND AN 30 VOO 0D GLIQQYICS?
© 00D GPMQEIGH YPMEQWYY GEIQARIESD U3 0O
0gmMaBemN” 03 9 3D INIFEGAIBMRYGLO0 (3§ EYMTCIND
$I61 I20GI0ID GYONCO MGEOFIC § YA NI  GOD
03 eumad meoos® Mg §§ Sdms§ qdlquudegd ousq
FNCOOIGCOYD MGOF 303081 0% 09 §§ § IEAES &I
02> 3270308607 2B 08 Meod 4l 3 dh Y8odoe

€

0% 0P NSO 0IOD FVICKO cmgogmoSemo $70 o 8pplen]|

ggé DOFI0 0P ooo?m')q 301 “0qu803 Gmgggoe§§'3”

o3 IO

M 0ge§00%e anfomepeq (M i Icepeosy ()
- 2domee§ () GI o1 JoR-Oeg
g @ - jqEi Oeg B 3wcwo olq (28)



(U9) [idhgzel Dhogczupcah

= Mahagosingasuttam pana Itopi balava-
taram. Tatra hi dhammasenapati sariputtatthero’
annanannam pucchitapannanncha vissajja-
nancha arocetum satthu santikam gantva
Mahamoggallanatherassa vissajjanan arocento®
" Edhavuso sariputta dve bhikkhu abhidhamma-
katham kathenti. Te annamannam pannam
pucchanti. Annamannassa pannam puttha
vissajjenti. No ca samsadenti. Dhammica ne sam
kathapavuttini hoti. Evarupena kho ahuso sariputta
bhikkhuna gosingasalavanam sobheyya’ti aha.
Sattha "Abhidhmmiko nama mama sasanepari-
bahird” ti avuttva suvannalingasadisam givam
unnamettva punncanda-sassirikam mahamukham
purettva brhama-ghosam niccharento "sadhu
sadhu Sariputta” ti mahamoggllanatthe rassa
sadhukaram dattva ’'yvatha tam moggallano ca
samma byakaramano byakareyya. Moggallano hi
Sariputta dhamma-kathikoti aha. Abhidhammika-
bhikkhtuyeva kira dhammakathika nama. Avasesa
dhammakatham kathentapi na dhammakathika.
Kasama tehi dhammakatham kathenta kamman-

taram vipakantaram riparupa paricchedam
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dhammantaram alolettva kathenti. Abhidhammi-
ka pana dhammantaram na alolenti. Tasama
abhidhammiko bhikkhu dhammam kathetu va
mava. Pucchitakale pana pannam kathessatiti
ayameva ekantadhammakathiko nama hoti. ldam
sandhaya sattha sadhukaram dattva” Sukathitam

moggallanena’ti aha.
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= Abhidhammam patibahento emasamim
jinacakke paharam deti. sabbannutannanam
patibahati. Satthu vesarajjannanam patinivutteti.
Sotukamam parisam visamvadeti. Ariyamagge
avaranam bandhati. Attharasasu bhedakara-
vutthisu ekasamim sandissati ukkhepaniya-
kamma tajjaniya kammaraho' hoti. Tam tam
Kammam kavttva uyyojetabbo” Gaccha vighasado

huttva jivissasiti'.

———--_ﬂ-----------u-—u-“----“---.---_----_---—---—----—-----—_-H---_

1. Ukkhepaniyakammaniyasa kammatajjaniya kammaraho (si, sya)
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Athapi evam vadeyya " sace abhidhammo
buddhabhasito. Yatha anekesu suttasahassesu’
ekam samayam bhagava rajagahe viharati'ti
adina nayena nidanam sajjitam bhaveyya'ti. So
"Jatakasuttanipata dhammapadadinam evarupam
nidanam natthi. Na cetani na buddhabhasitani” ti
patikkhipittva uttaripi evam vuttabbo "pandita
abhidhammo namesa sabbannubuddhanamyeva
visayo. Na annesam visayo. Buddhanannhi
okkanti pakata. Abhijati pakata. Abhisambodhi
pakata. Dhammackkappavuttanam pakatam.
Yamakapatihariyam pakatam. Tivikkamo pakato.
devaloke desitabhavo pakato. Devorohanam
pakatam. Yatha nama ckkavuttiranno hatthi-
yatanam va assayatanam va thenettva yanake
yojettva vicaranam nama atthanam akaranam.
ckkayatanam va pana thenettva palalasakate
olambittva vicaranam nama atthanam akara-
nam.Yojanppamanam obhasanasamattham mani-
yatanam va pana kappasapicchiyam pakkhipittva
valanjanam nama atthanam akaranam. Kasma
rajaraha bandataya. Evameva abhidhammo nama

na annesam visayo. sabbannubuddhanamyeva
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visayo. Tesam vasena desetabbadesana. Buddha-
nanhi okkanti pakatda. Devorohanam pakatam.

Abhi-dhammassa nidanakiccam nama natthi-

il 4 ]

pandita’ti. Na hi sakka evam vutte paravadina

sahadhammikam udaharanam udaharitum.

( Abhi, ttha, 1. 30-31.)
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= Mandlaramavasi Jissabhdtitthero pana
Mahabodhinidano esa abhidhammo nama'ti
dassetum ' Yena svaham bhikkhave viharena
pathamabhisambuddho viharami. Tassa pade-
sena vihasin'ti imam padesaviharasuttantam
aharittva kathesi. Dasavidho hi padeso nama
khandhapadeso ayatanapadeso dhatupadeso
saccapadeso indriyapadeso paccayakarapadeso
satipatthana padeso jhanapadeso namapadeso
dhammapadesoti. Tesu sattha mahabodhimande
pancakkhandhe nippadesena pativijji. Imam
temasam vedanakkhandhavaseneva vihasi.
Dvadasayatanani attharasadhatuyo nippadesena
pativijji. mamtemasam dukkhasaccena vedanava-
seneva vihasi. Bavisindriyani nippadesena pativijji.
Imam temasam vedana-pancaka indriyavasena
vihasi. Dvadasadipakam paccyakaravattam

nippadesena pativijji. Imam temasam fassa-
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paccaya vedanavaseneva vihasi. Cattaro
satipatthane nippadesena pativijji. Imam temasam
vedana satipattha vaseneva vihasi. Cattari janani
vedanavaseneva vihasi. Namam nippadesena
pativijji. Imam temasam tattha vedanavaseneva
vihasi. Dhamme nippadesena pativijji. Imam
temasam vedanatthikavaseneva vihasisi evam
theropadesa-vihara suttantavasena abhidham-

massa nidanam Kkathesi.
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= Gamavasi Sumanadevatthero pana
hetthalohapasade dhammam parivuttento "ayam
paravadi baha paggayha arnne kandanto viya,
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askkhikam addam karonto viya ca abhidhamme
nidanassa atthibhavampi na janatiti’ vuttva
nidanam kathento evamaha’” ekam samayam
bhagava devesu viharati tavatamsesu paricchatta-
kamile pandukambala-silayam. Tatra kho
bhagava devanam tavatim-sanam abhidhamma-
katham kathesi'Kusala dhamma akusala dhamma

abyakata dhammasi.

Abhi, tha,l. 28-32. Abhi, tha, l. 42.
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= Imam dhammavinaya(Sam, I, 9.)nti 1mam
dhammanca vinayanca ubhayampetam sasanasseva
namam. Dhammena hettha dve pitakani vuttani.
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Vinayena vinayapitakam. Iti tithi pitakehi pakasitam
patipatim adhuna agatomhiti vadat.

[Sarh, ttha, 1. 42.
Samyuttanikaya, Sagathavagga, 1. Devatasamyutta,
2. Nandanavagga, Samiddhisuttavannana.]
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= Puna ca param bhikkhave 1dhekacco papabhikkhu
tathagatappaveditam dhammavinayam pariyapunitva
attano dahati.

[ Vinayapitaka, Catutthaparajika,
Vaggumudatiriyabhikkhuvatthu. Vi, I, 115.]
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= Ye pana suttatmka va abhidhammika va
vinayadhara va bhikkhu .... te “‘tantipavenighatanaka

sasana-jotaka’ t1 veditabba.
[V1, tth, 11, 76.]

= o3 0 20§dleod 3:3e8m cilagrecoee $70 Sgwo-
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Tasmim ca sanmpate abhidhammika Godattatthero
nama vinayakusalo hoti.

[V, tth, I, 267.]
XX
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Acariyo na abhidhammiko.

[ V1, tth, 11, 86.]
¢o0
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Keratiko puggalo yam yam suttantikam va abhi-
dhammikam va upasankamati.

[Ma, tth, I, 174.]
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= Abhidhammika bhikkhiinampi ... abhidhammatantirh
paccavekkhantanam anantam pitisomanassam uppa-jjati.

[Abhi, tth, L, 12.]

¢
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Sammasambuddhova pathamataram abhidhammiko.

[Abhi, tth, L, 18.]
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= Samgho gantva “‘cittayamakarm sajjhayatha™ ti atth
abhidhammikabhikkht pesesi.  [Di, tth, 11, 233.]
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NEW TIME OF BURMA.
Saturday, October 20, 1951

ABHIDHAMMA DAY
By
(KOYIN SETKEINDA.)

Burma 1s deservedly noted for 1its Abhidhamma stud-
1es, and the Full moon day of Thadingyut 1s celebrated as
the Abhidhamm Day 1in Burma. This day 1s chosen because
it 1s bilieved that 1t was on the Full moon day of Thadingyut
that our Lord Buddha came down to earth, at Sankassa from
Tusita Heaven where he spent the 7th Vassa preaching
Abhidhamm to His Mother who was reborn there as
Santussita Heven, and a Brahma as he came down to earth
and his arrival was celebrated by illuninations by the resi-
dents of Sankassa, which gave rise to the custom of cel-
ebrating the lighting festival in Thadingyut.

At the last celebration of the Abhidhamma Day, which
was held in the City Hall, Rangoon, the Hon, Thakin Nu
also attend and gave encouragement by making a speech.
This 1s as it should be as our leader 1s noted as much for his
patriotism. In the account as reported in the Burmes papers
there 1s a reference to the Lord Bhddha's visit to the Deva
world to preach the Abhidhamma to the crowd of Devas
and Brahmas headed by His Mother the Santussita Deva.
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Now this story of the Lord Buddha's visit to the Deva
world to preach the Abhiddhamma was never mentioned by
the Lord Buddha Himself. There is no reference to it in the
Pitakas themselves, which are the canonical works of Bud-
dhism. This story was first mentioned by the commentator
Buddhaghosa who flourished in the fifthcentury A.D.

He mentioned 1t in his commentary on Kahtavutthu,
on of the seven books of Abhidhamma which deals with
Points of Controversy on dontrinal matters which had arisen
afrer the Parinirvana of the Lord Buddha. Some including a
number of Buddhists in Burma, 1s inclined to take 1t just as
a pure mvention of Buddhaghosa, as a little funny story.

Buddhghosa was not even original in creating this
story. Asanga, who with his brother Vasubandhu, was the
founder fo the Yogavacara School of Buddhist Thought
also pretended to have received his inspiration from visit-
ing Mettayya the frture Buddha in the Tusita Heaven. As
Asnaga flourished in the 3rd and 4th centuries A.D., it must
be Buddhaghosa who borrowed the i1dea from Asanga in
regard to the story about the Lord Buddha's visit to the deva
world to preach Abhidhamma. In the case of Asnga, 1t 1s
natural that he should pretend that he received inspiration
from Mettayya who is a future Buddha. In the case of the
Lord Buddha, as He is already the Fully-Enlightened One,
He could not very well be aid to have received inspiration
from any one, even if that one be a Deva or Brahma. So
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Buddhaghosa had to invent the story that the Buddha went
to the Deva world to preach Abhidhamm.

The story of visiting the Deva world 1s a common
fiction in those days. It 1s a sort of an idiomatic expression
to indicate any great transition in thought. Buddhaghosa was
an illuminati of the Mahavihara Monastery of Ceylon, and
it 1s now well-known that in the rival Abhayagin Monas-
tery of Ceylon, Buddhist teaching according to the (North-
ern) Indian Shool of Thought was imparted. It is narural
that the story of Asnga's visit to the Tusita Heaven must be
well-known to the teachers and students of Abhayagiri
Monastery, and 1t must be to out rival them that Buddhaghosa
invented the story of the Budda 's visit to Tusita Heaven. If
the story 1s accepted as an idiomatic expression to indicate
any great transition in thought, 1t 1s narual. But to accept the
story literally demands an effort in credulity on the part of
believers even.

" Trucopy "

New Times of Burma.
Saturday, October 20, 1951
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