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FOREWORD

TTINHF
“Catumahapathe tathagatassa thapo

Katabbo bahujanahitaya’:

At the four-comered junction of roads
there should be built a stupa to be vener-
ated by one and all to their great benefit,
the Buddha has taught. Accordingly, two
Myanmar lay disciples, named Tapussa and
Ballika, who were bestowed with the
Buddha’s sacred hairs even in his lifetime,
proceeded to erecta pagoda named
Shwedagon wherein those sacred hairs were
enshrined. The stupa was rebuilt again and
again by later donors and the present form
of it represents its seventh.

Moreover, the Buddha in his life-
time encourage to set up stupas enshrining
the relics of Vens. Sariputta and Moggallana,

(c)
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his ‘right’ and ‘left’ Chief Disciples respec-
tively, for public veneration.

Today a great many stupas and
temples of a variety of forms remain func-
tional in Myanmar, but their onigin dates
back to the customs in the Buddha’s life-
time, the building method of sand stupas as
shown in Apadana Pali Text, and such like
methods pracitsed by arahants of yore in
Sn Lanka, later to be integrated and adapted
and added on with local holy customs. .

The final result, as shown 1n this
booklet, 1s the Navamahamarngala Kamma
(The Nine Proceedings of Great Auspi-
ciousness). It should now be self-evident as
to the difference between a brick building
and a true ceti. The presentation is correct
and exact, what with its author being
U Aung Thein Nyunt, a senior official
of Ministry of Religious Affairs, assisted

(o)
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by Mahasaddhammajotikadhaja U Soe Tint;
both are veterans with expertise in the cus-
toms of pagoda construction. After a pe-
rusal of this booklet, the reader should be
seeing in his mind’s eye the Nine Proceed-
ings of Great Auspiciousness which charac-
terized the construction of every pagoda or
temple which has been erected, leading to
more Buddhist conviction on his part. More
conviction in one means more benefit will
accrue to oneself. Thus the donor of a
pagoda as well as the booklet’s author
would likely be satisfied with the efforts
they have made. Sadu - sadu - sadu.

Baddhanta Saddhiya

Participant in ceti construction

(=)
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GROUN-CLEANING CEREMONY OF
THE UPPATASANTI PAGODA
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STAKE DRIVING AND HOLE-DIGGING
CEREMONY OF THE UPPATASANTI PAGODA
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THE UPPATASANTI PAGODA
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OF THE UPPATASANT PAGODA



*00033050390)%3308833?036“08
(§) qooswq wPI0Y degecdiguns
GJE)C?GO'DSI :

(3) a0l oa%gocn§ 69@9035%03#;

eaf)ogeoo&

(@) eioog% a:cggooa§ 69@903’5%0)%:
6380290351

(Q) PGS :ch))oo)§ 6c§em‘5ﬁw$
GJCSO?GOD%I

(0) ee%og&mo% B[gleod qepd
Soo§oo%oggamJosoeomsaq GOU§?
238:c80lmn 9géwMg go:eoo%clatw$
moq §006emdepR:0 8¢ qupdi
(guSemS@oSeocr%emS pSe50003
GGFG?OSO’)(S:I §-90 Q)

maé:mqmm‘]é:o@é:
() oo 00765,q05 8¢ :3lemd 53]
oooSgoScoo:qeéu

(m) 3256:9§2:0 i “o& o9
J



1000::005 mmgma&mpu‘o:

w3leons” wme[mie[an5adad
20p5§E0o[G|E505 o
03%:)0)§ 6e§co:>gcﬁa_o>$ 63502
co%5 AC1qORd!

OMOE) MVFED VPO
ée.§eo::5c£m$ GJ(SO?_GO‘}SO% ag&
o

0050 WPIWNY E§EO GWS
90607303 pcigiqepd

QOO 50§ a)%))ow§ 6G§GCD8
QUa$ QO0REESG PCiagqEdi
200100 oo%omg; 6e§em5
Q3 9O0Re095q3 pLiagqepd:
QR0 VPIWY 66§D
Q3 900609533 pLiagyqepd
PAOWD§ DRPIWY 66§
cord§ QOoreeNa iy
qupdt



FJ2ODH

?OOUJ’DO(S mmgmoSmfeups

(0) eoSeptonds apticopaoedy

QO O
2§60 oa%bomgmeﬁo']: m@o:cooo
sl]ﬁo?coo%ep: saegloocﬁagl__m 9J05.§o
oMo °
clatooo.qu_sn 525 620DR oes,asoos
C C
QU$D 900805§ep sac§omeo:>o€

UDO%Q%OD’) ech)?ocicoo:qeéu

Vo fSoalH oY

%€



?oomoémmg mo&mp:qa:

90799%077(3)
padgopemigtemebon

S S can0gpSiop:sé [foré[gé[gé:

(o) acckigpsdgodiean egemduteodd

(J) opeprgtencdeordep: a3§:006$2003
eg@logeco& '

() >»3(gosgonep: gogameiop
cox5(607¢ 3290)

() eommamd[gosgrmep: gdgatsodion
c0o5( 9265200 520))

(9) oramolgodgrmep: qogria0tioneord
(e[gr0d2240)

(6) eolovelgodgrmep: qogoiantioneons
(32695299)

(9) Sswidgmaleord sgaoam

(0) DPgOgmOIEeod egeoam

(@) 9253egbgmoulgecd egeva

(00) quospelodecd sglogiodecdd



eélma:&eoo%eoﬁ 00O GIOFD 388:95@)3595:89§0: QIQP'SOé

MIDDLE RELICS ENSHRINEMENT CEREMONY
OF THE UPPATASANT PAGODA



06§02 (0330303
C. . g ° N

b BRI O

9I6m: I q§ M$e
(09) oilogojgcﬂ@d‘]:og:m:mé L,

0C GO
(o) soogoomcm%Q sgcocgoa}cf OO

662603 M$: VEMICI0203 M

@lmé S con: cleéu

92950:9§2:m)E20(gE:
(0p) ed0re§q058¢ Mmalem5ma]s
OO0
() mscimsaepm “edr93l
co”’ ) elmieloPadadpd &¢
»6[§|Es05 mudoulgadies
207 ec'l:@oajé [0 6 e
6808} onlq) §rU§IVME
20091
(3) =a505q) mqoieladcons
eg[m10503 0§70 qepd!
(0) o 2§[g05g22) qa:q0g:

0C 10D GCD‘SO'gL c0280¢ S

JO

Jqgade



?0003006 mmgmaSw:v?owp:

(w0)

¢ C ¢ c
O™ %‘D(I)LC\)JCD GODDC DN D

J
Soospag&oguqeéu
s & C @
cmomq@égoo?qo. QOQO:
soé:ozemgo:ci c0280¢ MBS
GJOS&DGC\)J(TS FPECFI0I DA YD
4 iL d
C
590§oagc.cx_:l>|[qep_su
mcmo@ogoo:n 2 @509:
o) t.q = GJ o~°
C O O C
aoc:ogem%oz cO7200E MM
C C C C
6|03 §20 V|0 c@')mmmeo
J4 L J
C
Soo§oagc.cguq9é||
C
co’]me@mgoo{qo. 635%9.
935:02903503_ co200¢ M5
eJogaoemJog %cq DO O
J i J
Soopogé:cguqeén
S sl DD S| m:ﬁogo’lgcms

GCCORIMMD 0P FP03E1007

Soospagé:c?nqeéu
ﬂmg,oo']og coOnd g @10505:
Saopog&c?uqeéu

JJ



foomoémmgmas 130421G8

(OJ) 6(6‘ 009&)’)06(73 990?9%5:0}“6}

opSn

o C Og
(a) OO GO QARDODD G%GOCB') )

. Sooq?oagcc::o;“qeéu
(q) OUNO6 VD 99803% S0coMe:

09()% S’DO«?’)'J)gg:C\BﬂG]GéII

OoQemaH oY



Toocmoc? mmgnos $30§03¢03

DUOOOYD (G)

o0 B8 epltzeomation

Smbecon ogpdiep:sc [o3|onc[génc[gé:

(0) cooBemdel pETDVEI® F03C:15207
32§ 0$:0PORCM BS[gLOgERdI

() soqodempaded o> B[gudoonipd
clogslgon eglifgé vodbampeadbaomiqepdi

(p) ebcones qorsé msleodsegs odeod

QODs Glgéll

220:92§2:m|C:0[3¢:

(o) 0266500 MepraomzIed [op0eoD:
202:m FQEIOEINI GBI Fw:
GC:m 06i0d cocdemS(coimadal,
G,6507¢ qopdI

(3) ongcdrarm: cpeprsomsecysd comfogran:

o5, mq@:?eé:ool 0C§ 00N mop:@_é:m

J9



Eé]cno:)g@ocﬁem‘ﬁ o$=méoﬁ')5$cﬁcxf|§&uét DF0D:IEFAGIOPO0D
PIVOT POLE SETTING CEREMONY OF
THE UPPATASANT PAGODA



?oooaooémmgznaS 13§33

C Cc o c cC O
COSIC0Y eooaccn%@g:mmo:g

Géll

(0) =edlooo: o?qxsonsaogcﬁ 0GHARM FgE: |

(?L)GSUDEG]

GC:1 00§068§0M FIERIOCIN COGHAYTD
c00360M(Ge:mMD, 3 630oEqepdi

(w0) oguora00: DEPr3TIROS 02§0G§IMD
2q¢:3E1m1 m§a5r09:m FPYPEIm
080D c003e0S o1, G 6500¢
qepdH

(c) [ozp00e0m:00: ogep:smogacrgog D $52
200:0 92gE:8E:m1 bl Faep:dEion
@&:0005 c00B360M[Ge1MD, §,6300Cq
opdH

(0) canfororm: HeuiseNmR 6laim
2qc:3Etm 93 IVARM F20)2:3 C 10

&0 co0dcoM(Gim, 8 eaCy

oph



700('.7.)008 mmgmar&m*oup:

(20) 05007 :r.zqo:amosaogcﬁ 93 02202D

22C:08:m01 [ogpan0eozozm sa0pedEi;m
061005 600360M[GemAd, 8 63008
opdI

CHPEO, cepadcaNmal 9269,6000¢E
D033, 0§:00503 EMOP: B8
moén¢ [gEoontqepd

e ioeadhHho



e . |

o e SR

o 1,..- T
=

: -""'w;' 111-' BRI

o | LUk

oglonaogeoo3e0nd 300050 gnRE: wHNFes:F§2:gIR60D

UPPER RELICS ENSHRINEMENT CEREMONY
OF THE UPPATASANT PAGODA



*oomo&coomgaaa&m?o:qa:
U OODD (9)
coliJaloalibp el s
0?_9259:))0 0gé:9p:§§ @lmé[géméﬁ&
(o) GOXIE MA3GIVHIO O3 Soo§oogp_5wp:
() egsmgoécm&
(3) mo?aagcggeo&o?em%l
(o) 910880’)88%@[08!
(w) Sswdgm TN
(c) aéeoqg;qmasgﬁogem&n

() 22e§2053005620§20305 GRO§I0QRdEP:
() egeon8oteod
(3) eommovsogotioneord
(0) elodeordeglogion

(w) wpsdgm sgeoay

(c) gcoeqqurgrgoorcoi



TOOCDOD(E mmgaoSSQ?D:qo:

(?) c@o&mcﬁgsopcﬁog 5’)0?‘)02é:gp:
() egemm8oteord
(3) momoegancioreod
(o) 9103903593@103|
(w) m936¢28gmegeuayt

(C) §]5 w’bqsggqmgpedﬁogeoﬁn

(9) WGQ.ODOSSDO:?')OEOS Soo§oogé:ep=
() egemmsoteod
(3) eolomwogzot:cneod
(o) 9’]0330)593@[031

(w) soeomEien egeoat

(9) e6cnes.q0d8¢ 925lecrd55§03 oS00
021 qeRdI



foomoémngDSIm?OIth
ma&mw:mﬁ:o@é:
ec%mosaéj%g') con¢ M5 Sooq?oog._ogej
0EY LMUNHN(G: §I0§D 20z g
(o) cgcmgoéo’é Gﬂ:é:gﬁ Sooqoag&c?“qeéu

c. C 0 c,
(J) Pogegoiogeoday Gro§233¢)q

Géll

(?) elodeoxseg(m0503 googa33C:ag qupdn

() 830Bgm egeoogaad grogoopbiogqued
(9) 9poe@aeg> §50e05d apadig

Sooq»oog&:q@éu

6D, . . NCHIMDMI G[GPIDMOD 266,700
20§73 HAB Joopd: @ FPROE D)

o Soomag&cg“qofleéu

o fom ey Y



sovcmodenmgmoSisgois
ocvseboss (o)
egaBseonionCaumetion
Soabewn ogeliopis FesGEnERS:

(o) c0oBeomd poadeoduermmsa viEeTnd
B:e0ndad BOQEEdI 9-0)1 0-23 @-0)

510268 €205
(1) gcﬁ@o&gnmowsgécoozqoén
(p) ®8%wicord 8ém:qeéu

(5) egloppaoads:8éconiqepdi

(3) ay)oo.??c;o:%sad')(saeoo:mz)mﬁ? Séaqu

opdt
(6) vdcones qoveé msleordSmFsad odeod

coo:qeéu

?O



oglon20§c0036005 ch&cacrﬁmﬁ POONF90:32§2:qIP00D

GOLDEN HTIDAW HOISTING CEREMONY
OF THE UPPATASANT PAGODA



70003005&700)33:::5 13040808

cgad:co’domc wyfgé:

() 0602923490 cgadiemnd vwIIDE DD
ooné oEaqupdt DadME) 303wWdE
020003 o&aqepdi

(3) codfgodgnieondald onéeopqepds

(0) B4¢tc00d0d o>EcrpqepdH

(w) codfgodsnes Bhgicodopipé mcBea
2NWFIFAT EQYGER!

(c) codegpeideodopé egloppnss: MmO
con:qepdt

2672, . . cga:eodnéeppe P wemy
0eaicoq 6a30d [godcBod cdioeclbg
250D 0eeINE 72001003t cIELOD

[39clopd

(Do fomath oY

?O



?OOCTJDO& COOO)%SDOSC@?‘DSQJDS

CUOROOYD (e)
aslBcnmzcsment smedn

QSmbeon ogpSiepisé [o3onc[gEé(gé:
(2) 080> (g)e:

(s2epmme0méond §305¢> Borpbeyyq

opd1)

(J) eolodeclod (@)2

() oodBscs

(§) <3<l

(9) ¢34t

(6) ogcosia):d

(2) =pp¥.o%erd

(0) Bt 0334 g wecviH:

(0$:98g¢ odaomigecdaf)
() ©ew»E:aB8:
(00) 26415, 00003¢

vJ



0010020600360 633620 POONO0:3§73gp00d

SACRED CONSECRATION CEREMONY
OF THE UPPATASANTI PAGODA



?0003'306(\7)0)81)08832*‘)80‘"08

(00) Sduneordyp: meqmmsg B odef
MG 9GVIIEE G5aalgadl candaely
29$,05,03 00507 oéz'oéze‘p: [gieodc0n:
qolepds

220: 3§21 m|C:0[3¢:

(0:)) czg’lcrgeoamg')?a?_ oimoem%ep:sao:
so3(o: 0Eez07¢E qepdH

(3) o>28$ It eI DVPOSC TR§ORD:
PR DUNEONMOCkBDBR DAdMOGERdI

(3) o§me [flocgudadgaamiad: (G:o:gpdd
ago:@@@gj 25007607 3351503[9050%_973:
oglBenm esmmme veadgs Lo
cQPOd i eI

(0) vglBewm mesmarmné(§icnr93l
5298:92§2:09 0gNW$ 8§ 030N 98504
(g go>Bf3ej0d somtfgegn Bexmyqupd

OocompeSH Y

vY



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages

in Construction of Pagoda

TV COTBTICE

Namo Sammasambuddhassa

Maha Margala (1)
Great Auspicious Event of Ground Consecration

Objects and Utensils Required

(1) Brick/Stone/Stone Post 8 Nos.
(2) Pantta water pot 8 Nos.
(3) Pantta water

(4) Pantta flowers

(5) Pantta sand

(6) Paritta thread

(7) Offertones
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Ceremony Proceedings

(a) Consecration of ground to be ceremoni-
ally held on designated date.

(b) At least 5 members of samigha are to
be invited (To have required number of
Sanmigha)

(c) Donors and lay disciples (Upasakas) are
required to take precepts.

(d) The required objects and offertories must
be offered to Samighas during the time
of ceremony.

(e) Audience must listen to paritta recita-
tion.

(f) As regards the boundary to be marked
off, starting from the easternmost point
iIn a clock- wise order, brick markers
and paritta water pots are to be buried
in each of the eight cardinal directions.
Also starting from the east in a clock-
wise order, paritta water, paritta flowers
and paritta sand are to be sprinkled,
and paritta thread i1s to be tied end to
end.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(g) After the participating members of Sam
gha have given introdutory remarks, the
ritual Sacred Pali Texts (Kammavaca)
are read out within the boundary of the
consecration ground (site).

(h) Offerings are presented, a congratulatary
discourse given by a monk 1s heard,
and water- pouring rite is performed for
all to share the merit gained.

(1) The ceremony is concluded by reciting
‘Buddha Sasanami ciram tifthatu’ three
times.

Ow oeaH Y
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Maha Mangala (2)

Great Auspicious Event of Stake-driving
and Hole-digging

Objects and Utensils Required

(1) Two propitious periods are selected for
a single auspicious day.

(2) 9 recepticles containing offerings of hands
of bananas, coconut, etc are prepared;
each for
(a) The Buddha,

(b) The Dhamma,

(c) The Samgha,

(d) Venerable Upagutta,

(e) Sakka,

(f) Architect-god,

(g) The four guardain gods of the world,
(h) Tree gods and

(1) Guardian gods of the earth.
(J) Soil-guardian deity.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages

in Construction of Pagoda

(3) Stakes and wooden mallets are kept ready.
(a) For the sunday-borm donor i1s made

a golden stake and a golden mallet

[spray-painted], while the name of

wood used for these corresponds to
Saturday as reckoned in Myanmar

language.

(b) For the Monday-born donor 1s made

(c)

a golden stake and a golden mallet,
while the name of wood used for
these corresponds to Sunday as
reckoned in Myanmar language.

For the Tuesday-born donor is made
a golden stake and a golden mallet,
while the name of wood used for
these corresponds to Monday as
reckoned in Myanmar language.

(d) For the Wednesday-born donor 1s

(e)

made a golden stake and a golden
mallet, while the name of wood used
for these corresponds to Tuesday as
reckoned in Myanmar language.

For the Thursday-born donor 1s made
a golden stake and a golden mallet,
while the name of wood used for
these corresponds Wednesday as reck-

oned in Myanmar language.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

() For the Friday-born donor 1s made
a golden stake and a golden mallet,
while the name of wood used for
these corresponds to Thursday as
reckoned in Myanmar language.

(g) For the Saturday-born donor is made
a golden stake and a golden mallet,
while the name of wood used for
these corresponds to Friday as
reckoned 1In Myanmar language.

(4) Foundation marking string is kept ready.

(5) Three short crowbar-like tools of about
2 feets and 6 inches for digging, spray-
painted golden, are kept ready.

(6) Things to be offered are prepared.

(7) Four silver bowls, each containing paritta
water, paritta sand, paritta flowers, or
paritta thread, are prepared in decora-
tion.

(8) Charmed flowering-plant sprouts are
prepared.

(9) A covered disk or bowl containing 9
mouthfuls of cooked rice, together with
a bottle of purified drinking water, are

prepared to propitiate the naga-spirit.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Ceremony Proceedings

(1) At least 5 members of the Samigha are
to be invited.

(2) Donors and lay devotees are to take
precepts.

(3) Pantta water and utensils for foundation
laying and hole-digging are presented to
the Sanighas during the time of
ceremony.

(4) Audience listen to Paritta discourse de-
livered by the Sanighas.

(5) Pagoda site is to be fenced off, in a
clock wise order, by sprinkling paritta
water and tying up with paritta thread
which have been taken from the mem-
bers of Samgha.

(6) After presentation of offerings ntual of
water-pouring is performed.

(7) The first part of auspicious period 1is
designed for driving-in-the-stake event.
As soon as the master of ceremonies
calls out “Now’s the auspicious time”
the driving-in-the-stake event begins.

(;O



Auspicious Ceremonies -of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(a) For the sake of Sunday-borm donor

a Saturday-born lay devotee, with
coconut palm sprout in hand, drives
in the first stake at Uru post. He
faces only the propitious direction,
not the one where (astrologically)
the naga’s head 1s directed. This
event proceeds in a clockwise man-
ner.
A Thursday-borm, with wood apple/
cashew sprout in hand, holds tight
the site-marking string at the starting
point. This string must be pulled
taut and straight most carefully by a
Friday-born, with a henna/toddy palm
sprout in hand, without slackening
or doubling back.

(b) For the sake of Monday-born donor
a Sunday-born lay devotee, with

Gantgaw (Mesua ferrea) sprout in
hand, drives in the stake.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

The tip of the string is pulled on by
a Saturday-born, with coconut palm
sprout in hand, while the other end
of the string is held by a Friday-
born, with henna sprout in hand.

(c) For the sake of Tuesday-born donor

a Monday-born lay devotee, with
Nayzar (Saccharum cylindricum)
Zawsein sprouts in hand, drives in
the stake.
A Sunday-born, with Gantgaw sprout
in hand, pulls on the tip of the
string while a Saturday-born, with
coconut palm sprouts in hand, holds
the other end.

(d) For the sake of Wednesday-born
donor a Tuesday-born lay devotee,
with star flower or garden croton
sprouts in hand, drives 1n the stake.
A Monday-born, with Nayzar-grass
sprouts in hand, pulls on the tip of
the string while the other end 1is
held by a Sunday-born, with Gantgaw

sprouts in hand.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages

in Construction of Pagoda

(e) For the sake of Thursday-born donor

(f)

a Wednesday-born lay devotee, with
springs of Eugenia in hand, dnves
in the stake.

A Tuesday-born, with star-flower
sprout in hand, pulls on the tip of
the string, while the other end 1is
held by a Monday-born, with Nayzar-
grass sprouts in hand.

For the sake of Friday-born donor a
Thursday-born lay devotee, with
wood apple sprout in hand, drives
in the stake.

A Wednesday-born, with sprigs of
Eugenia 1n hand, pulls on the tip of
the string, while the other end 1is
held by a Tuesday-born, with star-
flower sprouts i1n hand.

(g) For the sake of Saturday-born donor

a Friday-born lay devotee, with
henna sprouts in hand, drives in the
stake.

A Thursday-born, with wood apple
sprout in hand, pulls on the tip of
the string, while the other end is
held by a Wednesday-born, with sprigs

of Eugenia in hand.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages

in Construction of Pagoda

(8) The second part of auspicious period is
designated for the holy hole digging.
(@) A Sunday-born, with Gantgaw sprouts

and a golden 1ron bar (for digging)
in  hand, takes position at the
foremost stake-driving point, where
(astrologically) the naga’s (Milky Way)
head 1s directed. He also faces the
propitious direction.

(b) A Rihu-born (1.e. born after noon

(c)

on Wednesday), with sprigs of Eugenia
and a golden iron bar in hand, takes
position at the last stake-driving point,
where (astrologically) the naga’s tail
is directed. He also faces (Milky
Way) the propitious direction.

A Thursday-born, with wood apple
sprouts and a golden iron bar In
hand, takes position at central stake-
driving point, which 1s (astrologically)
like the belly of the naga (Milky
Way). He also faces the propitious
direction.

(d) As soon as the master of ceremonies

calls out “Now’s the auspicious time!”
the above-mentioned three men
simultaneoualy dig into the earth with

their golden iron bars.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(e) They do likewise 9 times, In a
clockwise order, but at the O9th
digging they do so with such force
that the stake is thrown off.

(9) To the east of the central stake-
driving point is dug a hole whereat
food for the naga-serpent is offered,
and ritual prayers are uttered.

(10) The ceremony 1i1s concluded success-

fully.
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Auspicious Ceremonics of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Maha Mangala (3)
Auspicious Event of Comerstone Laying
Objects and Utensils Required

(1) A silver casket studded with the Nine
Precious Stones (ie, rubey, pearl, coral,
emerald, topaz, diamond, sapphire, gar-
net and cat’'s eye).

(2) A 9”x18" Record plate (bronze/marble)

(3) A 9”x18" cover made of stone

(4) Gem-studded golden brick (8) Nos.

(5) Golden pan and golden trowel (2) sets

(6) Silver bowl with scented water (2) Nos.

(7) Charmed flowering-plant sprouts

(8) Articles for offering
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Ceremony Proceedings

(a) Ceremony opens

(b) Taking of precepts by attendees

(c) Hearing the Paritta discourse

(d) Gem Caskets and other objects con-
cerned with cornerstone-layings and of-
ferings are presented, to the Samighas

(e) Hearing sermons, water-pouring ritual and
sharing of mernts gained

(f) Cornerstone-laying starts at the desig-
nated auspicious time:-

Maha Maiigala
(1) As soon as the master of ceremo-
nies proclaims, “Now’s the auspi-
cious time!” the gem-studded silver
casket 1s placed in offering at the
centre.
The Record plate 1s placed
The stone cover is put in place.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(2) The Coral brick is placed at the

Sunday corner which is astrologi-
cally reckoned.

(3) The Diamond brick is placed at the
Monday corner which is astrologi-
cally reckoned.

(4) The Pearl brick is placed at the
Tuesday cormer which is astrologi-
cally reckoned.

(5) The Cat’s-eye brick is placed at the
Wednesday corner which 1s astro-
logically reckoned.

(6) The Garnet brick i1s placed at the
Saturday corner which is astrologi-
cally reckoned.

(7) The Emerald brick 1s placed at the
Thursday comer which 1is astrologi-
cally reckoned.

(8) The Topaz brick is placed at the
Rahu comer which is astrologically
reckoned.

(9) The Sapphire brick is placed at the
Friday coner which is astrologically

reckoned.
(N.B The places and kinds of Gems

mentioned here are reckoned in accor-
dance with the Myanmar tradition.)

9€



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(g) Secented water is to be sprinkled on
these objects.

(h) Participants personally overlay with plaster
the said spots.

(1) Ceremony is brought to a conclusion by
reciting “Buddhasasanami cirami titthatu”
In unison.

e domeHoY

Mahi Mangala (4)

Great Auspicious event of Basic
Enshinement concerning statuettes on the
Buddha’s week-long stay each at the seven
places

(1) Statuette of the Buddha during his week-
long stay on the Aparajita throne (Aparajita
sattaha)

(2) Statuette of the Buddha druing the week
of the gazing at the throne (Animisa
sattaha)

(3) Statuette of the Buddha during the week-
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

long stay of the Walking posture (Can

kama sattaha)

(4) Statuette of the Buddha during his stay
at the golden house through the whole
week (Ratanaghara sattaha)

(5) Statuette of the Buddha during his week-
long stay at Ajapala banyan tree (Ajapala
sattaha)

(6) Statuette of the Buddha during his week-
long stay inside the seven coils of
Murncalinda Naga king (Muficalinda
sattaha)

(7) Statuette of the Buddha during his week-
long stay at the Rajayatana tree
(Rajayatana sattaha)

(8) The Record inscription is made before-

hand.
If the reliquary i1s wide enough for ex-
tended enshrinement and 1if 1t is so
wished, statuettes may depict scenes of
the Buddha’s life starting from the birth
of Buddha according to Buddhavamisa
Atthakatha. (See Record on Construction
of the Tooth Relic Pagoda, p. 57)

Ceremony Proceedings
(9) Auspicious day and time for the cer-
emony are to be designated.
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Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(a) As soon as the master of ceremonies
announces, “Now’s the auspicious time!”,
the statuette depicting Aparajita sattaha
1s placed for enshrinement.

(b) Then the statuette depicting Animisa
sattaha 1s placed for enshrinement.

(c) The statuette depicting Carkama sattaha
1s placed for enshrinement.

(d) The statuette depicting Ratanaghara
sattaha is placed for enshrinement.

(e) The statuette depicting the Ajapala
sattaha 1s placed for enshrinement.

(f) The statuette depicting Muncalinda
sattaha 1s placed for enshrinement

(g) The statuette depicting Rajayatana sattiha

1s placed for enshrinement

JJ



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(h) The Record inscription 1is placed for

enshrinement.

Note: All Sattaha statuettes except one
face east, while the Animisa sattaha
statuette faces south-west, where the
bo tree stands.

bl (o Lt 4

N



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Maha Margala (5)

Great Auspicious Event of A Middle En-
shrinement

Objects and Utensils Required

(1) The five-branched bo tree made of sil-
ver (which i1s suited to the area and
height of the enshrinement chamber)

(2) Silver casket containing Buddha Relics

(3) Kakusandha Buddha statue (south)

(4) Konagamana Buddha statue (west)

(5) Kassapa Buddha statue (north)

(6) Gotama Buddha statue (east)

(7) Thin silver sheet inscribed with some
lines of Vinaya Pitaka

(8) Thin silver sheet inscribed with some
lines of Suttanta pitaka

(9) Thin silver sheet inscribed with some
lines of Abhidhamma Pitaka

(10) Silver casket containing Arahat relics

7



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(11) Silver ‘Tree of Plenty’ (stand) bearing
the eight bhikkhu requisites

(12) Thin silver sheet inscribed with the
pagoda’s horoscope and the prayer let-
ters on Record of the great auspicious
event are to be prepared 1n adwvance.

Ceremony Proceedings
(13) The auspicious day and time are to be
designated beforehand.

(a) As soon as the master of ceremo-
nies announces ‘“Now’s the auspi-
cious time!”, the five-branched bo
tree made of silver is placed at the
centre for enshrinement.

(b) Then the silver casket containing Bud-
dha Relics is placed for enshrine-
ment.

(c) Kakusandha Buddha statue, facing
towards the bo tree, is placed to the
south for enshrinement.

3



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(d) Konagamana Buddha statue, facing
towards the bo tree, i1s placed to the
west for enshrinement.

(e) Kassapa Buddha statue, facing to-
wards the bo tree, 1s placed to the
north for enshrinement.

(f) Gotama Buddha statue, facing to-
wards the bo tree, is placed to the
east for enshrinement.

(g) Thin silver sheets on Vinaya,
Suttanta, and Abhidhamma are placed
one¢ after another in that order for
enshrinement.

(h) The silver casket containing Arahat

relics i1s placed for enshrinement.



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(1) The silver Tree of plenty is placed
for enshrinement.

() Thin silver sheet inscribed with the
pagoda’s horoscope is placed en-
shrinement.

(k) The prayer letter on the Record of
the great auspicious event 1s placed
for enshrinement.

Do domeSHo?



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Maha Mangala (6)

Great Auspicious Event of Setting up Pivot
Pole

Objects and Utensils Required

(1) A pivot pole, which is proportionate to
the height of the pagoda, is made
beforehand.

(2) A thin brass silver plate studded with
the nine kinds of precious stones is
wrapped around the holy pivot pole.

(3) Auspicious day and time are designated
beforehand.

Ceremony Proceedings

(a) On behalf of the Sunday-born donor
the pivot pole is carmed onto the scaf-
folding, with a Thursday-born shoulder-
ing it at the lower end, and a Friday-
born at the upper end.

36)



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(b) On behalf of the Monday-borm donor

the pivot pole is carried onto the scaf-
folding, with a Friday-born shouldering
it at the lower end, and a Saturday-
born at the upper end.

(c) On behalf of the Tuesday-born donor
the pivot pole is carried onto the scaf-
folding, with a Saturday-born shoulder-
ing at the lower end, and a Sunday-
born at the upper end.

(d) On behalf of the Wednesday-borm donor
the pivot pole i1s carmed onto the scaf-
folding, with a Sunday-born shouldering
at the lower end, and a Monday-bom
at the upper end.

(¢) For the Thursday-born donor the pivot
pole is carried onto the scaffolding, with
a Monday-born shouldering 1t at the
lower end, and a Tuesday-born at the
upper end.

(f) For the Friday-born donor the pivot
pole is carried onto the scaffolding, with
a Tuesday-born shouldering it at the
lower end, and a Wednesday-born at

the upper end.

JE



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(g) For the Saturday-borm donor the pivot
pole 1s carried onto the scaffolding,
with a Wednesday-born shouldering it
at the lower end, and a Thursday-born
at the upper end.

(h) When the pivot pole arrives at the des-
1ignated place 1t 1s to be kept leaning
against the scaffolding, with the upper
end pointing towards south-east.

Do omaSH oY



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Mahia Mangala (7)

Great Auspicious Ceremony of Upper En-
shrinement

Objects and Utensils Required

(1) Objects to be enshrined i1n the southern
reliquary
(a) Silver bo tree
(b) Kakusandha Buddha statue
(c) Silver casket containing relics
(d) Thin silver sheet inscribed with Vinaya
Pitaka
(e) Ven. Arahat Upagutta statue
(2) Objects to be enshrined in the western
reliquary
(a) Silver bo tree
(b) Konagamana Buddha statue
(c) Silver casket containing relics
(d) Thin silver sheet inscribed with
Suttanta Pitaka
(e) Ven. Arahat Medhara statue

6o



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

(3) Object to be enshrined in the northern
reliquary
(a) Silver bo tree
(b) Kassapa Buddha statue
(c) Silver casket containing relics
(d) Thin silver sheet inscribed with
Abhidhamma Pitaka
(e) Ven. Arahat Saradatta statue
(4) Objects to be enshrined in the eastern
reliquary
(a) Silver bo tree
(b) Gotama Buddha statue
(c) Silver casket containing relics
(d) Silver sheet 1nscribed with Prayer
letters
(5) Auspicious day and time are to be des-
ignated beforehand.



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Ceremony Proceedings
At the auspicious time, beginning with
the southern reliquary, enshrinement pro-
ceeds in a clockwise manner.
(1) Fristly the silver bo tree 1s placed
for enshrinement
(2) Kakusandha Buddha statue 1s placed
for enshrinement
(3) Silver casket containing relics 1is
placed for enshrinement
(4) Thin silver sheet 1nscribed with
Vinaya Pitaka is placed for enshrine-
ment
(5) Finally Ven. Arahat Upagutta statue
is placed for enshrinement.
Note: In a like manner, enshrinements of
objects proceed at the western, northern,
and eastern reliquarnes.

Ve fomaSHoY



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Maha Maingala (8)

Great Auspicious Ceremony of Hoisting

Golden Htidaw

Objects and Utensils Required

(1) A Htidaw (finial), of proper size 1n
regard to the height of the pagoda, is
made. It can have 5, or 7, or 9 tiers.

(2) A Sacred Vane i1s made

(3) A Seinphudaw (Diamond-Bud)is made.

(4) An omamental robe is kept at the ready

(5) A small Sasana flag i1s made

(6) Auspicious day and time are designated

beforehand.



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Hoisting Finial

(a) At the auspicious time the first tier of
the Htidaw 1s hoisted firstly, then the
second tier and remaining ones are to
be hoisted.

(b) The Sacred, Vane 1s hoisted and affixed

(c) The Diamond-Bud 1is hoisted and
affixed.

(d) ‘Abhidhaja Sasana’ flag is attached,
between the vane and the Diamond-

Bud.
(e) The ormmamental robe 1s wrapped around

the plantain-bud-like part of the pagoda,
as offering to the Buddha.

Note: The Htidaw tiers are to be hoisted
most properly, strictly in their correct
order. They are never to be fixed, or
unfixed, with hesitancy.



Auspicious Ceremonies of Nine Stages
in Construction of Pagoda

Mahi Mangala (9)

Great Auspicious Ceremony of Consecra-
tion

Objects and Utensils Required

(1) Green glass alms-bowls 5 Nos.
(to be filled with alms-food on the
morning of Consecration)

(2) Plates of popcorn 9 Nos.

(3) Different kinds of fruits

(4) Different kinds of jams

(5) Different kinds of sweatmeals

(6) Different kinds of flowers

(7) Different kinds of flower-plant sprouts

(8) Miniature paper umbrellas, pennants and
streamers with bamboo sticks (to be put’

in a flower pot as an offering)
(9) Lighted candles
(10)Joss-sticks

6
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(11)Miniature paper umbrellas, pennants, etc.
together with Nayzer grass and Eugenia
sprigs are prepared like a bundle, each
for a bhikkhu present at the ceremony

Ceremony Proceedings

(a) The Sanighas are welcomed to the site
of Consecration ceremony.

(b) A bundle of paper umbrellas, pennants,
etc, and plant sprouts 1s offered to each
bhikkhu.

(c) As all preliminary matters have been
taken care of, the Samighas are rever-
ently requested to perform consecration

(d) After Consecration, the ceremony is con-
cluded successfully by reciting
“Buddhasasanani cirani titthatu” in
unison.

O épaSHo?
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