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“About This Book

After I had given Su Sapay Publishing
House permission to bring out a new edition
of the illustrated Life of the Buddha, my
mind went to the time when the idea of
this book appeared.

It was thirty-four years ago. A friend of
mine, U Htein Win, alias Thakin Htein
Win, suggested that 1 write a short biogra-
phy of the Buddha to f{fill the need of such
a book for the youth of today who should
be given an opportunity to acquire an edu-
catian in Buddhist religion and culture. He
said he was willing to publish the book. 1
was happy to accept his suggestion and
promised to start writing it.

The promise had been given, but how
should 1 work on the project? That gave me
the head-ache. To instil religious spirit co-
upled with an awareness ol the cultuie per-
taining to Buddhismis not an easy thingto do.

In my perplexity I thought of my eldest
brother and a literary mentor of mine,
U Wun (Min Thu Wun) who 1s a vetéran
poet and author of today. I put the case
before him, and he advised me to base my
work on the fdmous verses on the Buddha’s

Life, 9§®G§ P qmcomo " (Prayer Verse on
the Seven Sacred Days) by the late Venerable
Led1 Sayadaw. That was a very good idea
and I promptly followed his advice. 1 be-

gan reading up all available literature rele-
vant to the Buddha’s life. Some points I



wasn’t quite clear about were referred to the
late Venerable Maha Gandharon Sayadaw:
Ashin Janakabhivumsa, the Maha Gandaron
Sayadaw, of Amarapura, very kindly res-
ponded, and I was prepared to begin my
work. The Sayadaw pointed out the im-
portance of appending bibliography, for that
would reinforce the authoritativeness of my
work and leave me free from possible blame.
I completed my work sooner than I had
expected, and handed the manuscript to
U Htein Win. The first edition was printed
and published by Kuthalawadi Printing and
Publishing House. The book was published on
the full-moon day of Kason of the year
1318 B.E., the 2500th anniversary of the
Buddha Sasana. Min Thu Wun wrote the
introduction. I was happy to see my little
bock come out among other religious pub-
lications on that auspicious occasion, and I
regarded it as noble gift to the readers.

The slim volume, sparsely illustrated,
went through several re-printings. Later,
Nu Yin Printing and Publishing House
published it once, and then Sabe-Oo Sapay
published 1t thrice.

Once again, U Tin Soe, proprietor of
Sabe-Oo Sapay, published a new edition,
magnificently illustrated after the style of
the ‘‘Illustrated Buddha’s Life’” (Buddha-
vum Yokesen), authored by the Venerable
Maha Gandharon Sayadaw. I was obliged to
adapt the text to go parallel with picture,
page by page, by making it more concise.



Later, another edition was planned; this
time it was for children. I was obliged
again to turn the prose text mnto verse so
that the children could recit them. I pro-
duced 53 stanzas. The same art reproduc-
tions used in the earlier edition were used
for this editorion.

Sometime later, a request was made that
the Myanmar text be accompnied by an
English version. Saya Tet Toe contributed it;

Now, a few years afterwards, Su Sapay
requested me to edit the Myanmar-English
text. A new set of iliustrations was fur-
nished to accompany the bilingual text.

As 1 write this introductory note, the
book is 1n the press. This new edition 1S
newly illustrated, and the text slightly re-
vised. As the author, I am filled with pious
joy, having the feeliing that I have con-
tributed something to growing literature
dedicated to the noble life and work of the
Buddha, and his great disciples, in the
~establishment of the Sasanma (religion).

In conclusion, I wish to express my thanks
to all those who helged me in the gradual
improvement of the work I started over
thirty years ago, as a humble coUtribution
to the propagation of the Buddha Sasana.

May the Buddha Sasana spread in glory
throughout the world !

Nu Yin
10-5-20

No. 11, Nawaday Street,
Dagoo Township, Yangon.,
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Forward,

with burden on my shoulders,
all life long,

serving people’s interests;
these people of this earth;
thus fulfilling a sacred duty
with an amalgam of

knowledge and wisdom,

Nu Yin
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Richman’s son Sumeda turned an ascetic

Long, long ago, there lived a young son
of a rich man, named Sumeda. His parents
died when he was young, so he was brought
up by a guardian. When he came of age, and
was fully educated, his guardian gave him back
all the wealth he had inherited from his
parents. Then a thought occurred to him.
“My parents have died, leaving all theic
possessions. Surely, I will also become old,
ailing and one day I will die. I dont’t want
these possessions. I should leave all this
wealth, go into the forest to become a hermit,
and seek merit.”> So he decided, and accor-
dingly, gave a grand charity. Then, Sumeda
went into the forest and became a hermit.
He did meditation work and gained jhana

insight. He became well-known as “Reverend
Hermit Sumeda.”

F.1B D076V
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Hermit Sumeda was determined
to become Buddha

- One day, Dipankara Buddha came to the
city of Ramma. The people of the city were
cleaning the road for the Buddha to walk,
and Hermit Sumeda tcok a part of the road
to clean. Near him was a yong lady, named
Sumeitta, waiting for the Buddha. She was
holding eight stems of lotus, She handed
five of them to Hermit Sumeda. He had not
quite finished his work of cleaning the road
when the Buddha came. So he laid himself
on the road for the Buddha to walk on his
body so that the feet of the Buddha might
not be soiled with mud. He held up his
hands with the five lotus-stems in them and
worshipped the Buddha. He then said in his
mind: ‘““May I become a Buddha in a future
time.”” Thus Sumeda silently affirmed his
resolve to become a Buddha.

Dipankra Buddha saw Sumcda and Sumeit-
ta, and said: ‘“Hermit Sumeda will in future
become a Buddha by the name of Gotama.
Sumeitta will become his help-mate.”
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Sumeda became a future Buddha deva in
Tusita Celestial Kingdom

From that time on, Hermit Sumeda did
many meritorious deeds in order to become
a Buddha in future. After many existences,
he became a deva by the name of Sectaketu
mn the celestial kingdom of Tusita. He was

1hfen enjoying all the pleasures of a celestial
Iife

While Setaketu deva was enjoying the
celestial life for a long time, in the human
world, one thousand years earlier, 1here had
been news or a general talk about the
coming of the Buddha.
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Devas and Birakmas requested for Coming
of Buddha

When Devas and Brahmas came to know
of the general talk of the Coming of the
Buddha, they went to the palace of the
future Buddha, Setaketu Deva, and said:
““Please go to the human world to become
a Buddha.”” The future Buddha Deva con-
sidered whether 1t was time for becoming a
Buddha, and then gave a promise to the
Devas and Brahmas. “‘All right, I will
descend to the human world,” he said.
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The Future Buddha took coaception

There lived in the Kingdom of Kapila-
vastu, King Sudhodana and Maya Devij,
Queen of the Southern Palace Chamber,
both of the noble Sakya clan. On the full
moon day of Waso, Queen Maha Maya gave
charity and kept sabbath. In the night, as
she was asleep, she had a dream. In the
dream a white elephant descended trom the
top of a golden -mountain 1n the sky and
entered her breast.

The Queen was happy to wunote that she
had conceived of a siucred child as iadicated
by the dream.

OLICL









Jv &wa

C cC C O ¢ C ¢
Fa8CODCCO2QC IV AN tgoz[gceoooc{[%c

F'
A

c;.;. ~ D muSm@ooaﬂaam QOIDBIWD O z[fﬁz

.9993 T Yerl eqae:oooqco Gsosw[&)eo% oaasodc

o
¢ OO 06 oy oy
|§®cooco| sae@saqrsm&c c_goouwcmoz[g Selool-lesle

%E?O)(DII

F

™~

coeseqs 20202 5) mé@czewpecepngcon coQ

22068 ¢ mc@ésocsm coe Bs 9305938 06
$2°9 S PICH) Jua9tl} BAIE

C C 0 C ¢
E‘]“ﬁ” PCO-CLEm D 90:039:0030? 2050602 (33:@5

3n_

C C
-GO'JU%O)LD li

Sy C [0 ¢ C
91. OC\JJGS C}’JGS ¢ OOO0GQUIAH

O C C N
QQ, GRG0 IOV

L L

o ()N

coljcmsedcw c@:mo@
Q3862 cloo- Q6 :33@05

. <, . . C
NEPIICO 02 ITEMIVOIESMEM?Y U IVRPE

30 9351 mag_??co@é eaoo@ac% @50)3511

NBWMB[I6



PR 4 ¢

(1 s
O
On

=9
Cn

-

.

'

The Future Buddha was bormn

Ten months later, Queen Maha Maya
wanted to go to the Kisgdom of Devadaha
.to see her parecats. So she set out for ker
home couatry, riding on a golden palacquia
with her large retinue.

On the way, she rested at the garden of
oolden Ingyin flowers. While she was
plucking the flowers, the future Buddha was
bora to her.

The moneat he was out of his mother’s
womb, the infant prince walked seven steps
and stopped to proclaim: “In all the worid

i am the noblest.”
His date of birth 1is Friday, full moon

day of the month of Kason, in the vear68
of the Great Era.
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Royal soothsayers examined the infant prince.

Five days after his birth, the infant prince
was brought in for the eight royal brahmia
soothsayers, invited by the King, to exaimiae
some signs on his body.

Seven of them put up their two fingers
and said: ¢“The royal infant will bzcoms:
either the king of the universe or the
Buddha.”

The eighth, and the youngest, brahmua,
named Sudatta, said firmly: ¢The princa
will most certainly bzcome the Buddha.”
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Name-giving cerercny fer the infant prince

At the time of choosing a name for the
inYant prince, the tiamc Siddhattha was chosen
becausc he was the noble sen who would
achicve all bencfits for the entire universe.
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The Prince showed his skill in archery

When Prince Siddhattha came of age at
sixteen, he did not need to have a formal
education, like others. He had already learned,
without bemg taught, all the eighteen arts
that men were required to learn. The relatives
of the royal family did not believe this.
They said in scorn, “The prince who has
not been taught has not learned anything.”
Therefore, the Prince drew a bow which
had to be drawn by one thousand troops,
in the presence of the royal relatives. Then
only were the relatives, the ministers and
others surprised, and they all gave the Prince
their unending praises.

F.3 WOIECV



c ¢ C C C ¢t
FCCVICLCONIGCIAIL C\)mOOUUOC\')‘J&Cj

:$.0526209¢ 8-69035953#
CAPPEN° L’ J—e

cco.coooooco bmme']chcnm TC0ICICOD
§5202:00) GSOJOD@&(D S1Q:eons  uugutq
mescmomdmep@c Whifles} oaoooaesm@o 0050
Q0200WI sac;co,,c:eoaoe&oao Tab msm8§oeczmex.

0} wewSeq REuDy Seprelgamds egppig

C C o C .
3“)30?') G{*SGGOD'JCI:EQ)OE It

The Prince married and occupied the
three chambers of the Golden Palace

After the archery exhibition., the Prince:
was married to Badda Kissana, daughter of
his uncle Suppabuddha, King of Devadaha,
who was presented to him as a bride. The
Prince appointed her as his Royal Consort
with the title of ““Yasodra’ and occupied the
three chambers of the Golden Place:
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The P rince saw first an old man: the first of
the four e¢minous sights

Living in the luxury of the palace, the
Prince had reached the age of twenty-eight.

One day, the Prince went to the royal
carden, riding, the four-horse Vejayanta
chariot. Near the garden he saw an old
man suffering from the effects of old age.
The old man was the creation of the devas.
The prin ce saw the old man and was reminded
of the misery of old age. He was deeply
convinced and greatly frightened. So he
turned from the gate of the garden and
went back to the palace.
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The prince saw the second omincus sight

Four months later, the Prince <¢t out [or
1he royal garden on his Vejayanta ch oriot.
Near the garden he saw the second om 1ous
sigh* as created by the devas: an arthng man.

When he saw the m:in suffermmg trom
illness, he realised the miscry of airlm ent,
and returned the palace.
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The Prince saw  the third ominous sigat

Four months later, the Prince made aa-
other trip to the royal garden on his Veja-
yanta chariot. Near the garden 1the devas
had created and placed and unsightly corpse.
The Prince realised the nature of death,

the impermance of all thiags, @ad returaned
to the palace.

GIEO’JCO



~-0n
E
tUN

GO

¢ OC C C o C

32c03¢1605uC: 022 6s[MG6[y2m qUIF:EITNC
00 C C C C
1390:@09003:3@@

C_o I, * C _c . c
C§ oM eﬁazmga-xmﬂ 2300762676800 8
S cr—~rc ¢
PO 6I3WEI L ILC deoecooom %m@ﬁ?m@'!

N

ECD'J’)BSO')S?') GCDOF‘COD’.) -?@(-.:{J’)OD (.913&:5& CD'DEO?
c

rFD LQ:;P |02,uCCD'JO')®U(]..S'3C)EC(J’T- (ISL'S

o

p—y

e
O
D
O
O

s c C \ c N\
T GOONC: GODD eCe D2 LD'.) G](.D?"G.] G333 (:)302
c C c . O \NOC
2 NCGC Ol nie "Sm S GO)'JQJ[(:] G]UD‘" EC\)O’) OO0
O (‘J o L c U T' L L e
~
a)%?l'; aﬂ 1):‘).. :I)')CODQ)') ‘(DQ)&'J;: J; i

The Prince saw the fourth sight

Finally, after another four months, the
Prince was riding his Vejayanta chariot to
the royal garden when he saw near it a
venerable monk, as created by the devas.

The Prince noticed the serene appearance
of the monk and thought of the attributes
of monkhood, and came to have a desire
to become a monk. He then returned to the
palace.
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A son was born to the Prince

When he arrived at the pialace, he receiv-
ed the news of the birth of 4 soa. Th2 son
was later named Rahula The Prince said
to himself: ‘““An attacameant in the form of
a son has been added. I must take to the

forest gquickly.”
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The Prince took to the forest

" The Prince who had been having a great
desire to become a monk after having seen
the four sights, woke up Channa, his per-
sonal aide, at midnight, and ordered him
to make histhorse, Kannaka 6 ready. The
Prince then looked .at the new-born son in
his wife’s bed-chamber and quickly moun-
ted the horse, and went out of the city.
Channa followed him.

The day twentynine-year old Prince reno-
unced his princely life and took to the
forest was Monday, the full fmoon day of
the month of Waso in the year 97.
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Mara interfered in the Prince’s repunciation

Tne devas escorted the Prince who had
left the city at midnight.

But Mara, a deva who never favoured
any good deed, stood in front of the Prince.
‘Prince, do not take to the forest. It is
only seven daysbefore you are to become
the King of the Universe. Please go back
to the palace. Please go back,” Mara said.

The Prince said, ‘Oh, Mara, the bad deva,
I do not want to become the King of ine
Universe. I want to become the King of
the Dhamma, who can bring peace to human,
celestial and other beings.” Thus overcom-

ing Mara’s ianterference, the Prince continu-
ed riding.
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‘The Prince made an affirmation and discarded
his haiyt

The Prince continued his journey and
arrived at the bank of Anoma River before
dawn. He stopped his horse on the silvery
beach of the river bank and cut his hair.
‘If I were to become a Buddha, may my
bair not fall but remain in the sky.’ Thus he
made an affirmation and threw the hair
up to the sky. The King of devas took away
the hair and ;built a pagoda, nemed Sula-
mani Ceti, and enshrined the hair 1in it.
Gatikara Brahma brought the robes made
from lotus, and also a set of articles for
use by a monk:. He said to the Prince:
‘Prince, please make yourslf a monk.’

The Brahma took away the Prince’s dress
to enshrine it in a pagoda, named Dussa
Ceti, in the Kingdom of Brahmas.
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King Bimbisara offered his Kingdom

The would-be Buddha became a monk at
the bank of Anoma River and went into the
city of Rajagiri for alms-food. Then he took
his meal inthe shadow of Pandava Mountain,
east of the city. When King Bimbisara of
Rajagiri heard that Prince Siddhartha had
renounced the world and became a monk,
he went to see the Prince at the foot of

the mountain.
The King made obeisance to the would- be

Buddha and said, **You are still young. I
will cede half of the Kingdom of Rajagiri.

Please be king.”
The would-be Buddha replied: <“Oh, King,

I donot wantto be come a King of human
beings. I wanted to become the. King of
Dhamma which will bring peace to human
beings; devas and Brahmas.” Kiag Bimbisara
then said: ““When you become the Buddha,

please come first to my Kingdom,”
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The would-be Buddha practised cxtreme
asceticism

The woold-be Buddha wuas practising
a crticisr in tiie Forest of Uravela in order
to becomre the 3uddha He ate only one
fruit and oue grain  of rice. So after six
ye.rs, he was :educed to a skeleton, and
ic:l down as he had no strengia.
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He practised with great diligence to become
the Buddba

After having falien down from lack of
strength, the would-be Buddha took his
meals sufficiently to regain his strength, and
continued with his. practice. Then only did
he retain the original build of his body.

As he was thus practising with .- great
diligence, he came to know on the night of
the 14th waxing day Kason i1n the year 103
that he would really become a genuine
Buddha. '
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Mara interfered with the practice

As the would-be Buddha came to know
by himself that he would certainly become
the Buddha, he made a great effort with-
out a stop 1n his practice. Thagyamin
(Sakka) paid his respects to him by blow-
ing the conch. The great Brahma sheltered
the would-be Buddha under a white um-
breila. (Pancasikha) Pyinsa-thikha deva ex-
pressed his devotion by playing on veluva,
a celestial harp.

At that time, Mara, a deva who did not
want to see the coming of the Buddha, made
an attack on thewould-be Buddha. Mara held’
various weapons in the thousand hands of
his body that he had created for this purpose.
He had with him many troops of devas. He
made the attack to foilthe attempt to become
the Buddha.

But the would-be Buddha who was about
to become the genuine Buddha receive Mara’a$
attack with equanimity and continued with
his meditational practice,
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Would-be Buddha became genunine Baddha

After overcoming the menace of Mara,
and continuing with great diligence for the
whole night, the would-be Buddha gained the
all-knowing wisdom, sabbanuta-nyanma when
grey dawn loomed over the eastern horizon.

As soon as he gained the all-knowing
wisdom and thus became the Buddha, the
earth shook with a great force by way of
hailing the great event.
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Tapussa and Banlika got the first chance io
worship the Buddha

After attaining Buddhahood, the Buddha
resided for seven days at each of the seven
places. In the final week, while sitting under
the Linlun tree, the Buddha met Tapussa and
Banlika, two brothers, who were traders from:
Pokkhravati city. They hadset out with five
hundred carts for trading purposes, and came
to where the Buddha was. On the way, a
deva cave them the news of the Buddha. So
they presented the Buddha with the honey-
cake they had had with them.

The Buddha taught them to adore the
Buddha and the Dhamma. At that time there
had appeared only two sacred gems, the
‘Buddha and the Dhamma. The third gem,
the Sangha, had not yet appeared.

After worshipping the Buddha and the
Dhamma, the two brothers said to the Buddha:
“Lord, what should be a permanent object
of worship for us?”’ The Buddha pressed his
hair with his hand and produced eight
strands of hair and gave themto the brothers.
They carried the eight strands of the Buddha’s
hair respectfully and continued with their

journey.
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The Buddha gave His first sermon

After gaining the Sabbanuta wisdom, the
Buddha went to Migadavun forest near
Varanasi City. Iln that forest were Konndinya,
Vappa, Baddiva, Maha Nam and Assijji, the
five hermits who had been seeking the
Truth even before the Buddha gained
enlightenment.

The Buddha arrived on the full moon day
of Waso, and just befor the close of the
daytime, began to gave the hermits the great
Dhamma Cekkra Sermon which is the Buddha’s
first sermon. Many devas and brahmas came
to hear the sermon.

The day of the Dhamma Cekkra Sermon
~was Saturday, the full moon day in the
month of Waso in the year 103.
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The Three Gems

Five days after the Buddba had preach-
ed the Dhamma Cekkra Sermon, the Group of
Five saw the light of True Dhamma, and
became Arahanta. Thus appeared in the pre-
sence of the Buddha five monks who had
become Arahanta. Now there came into being

the Three Gems. namely, the Buddha, the:
Dhamma and the Sangha.
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Rich man’s son, Yassa, came to the Buddha to
become a monk

After the Sangha had appeared before the
Buddha, one day a lad by the name of Yassa,
a.rich man’s son who lived in Sena village
near the city of Varanasi, left his house
quietly at dead of night In search of the
Dhamma because he had become tired of the
life of luxury. When he arrived at Migadavun
Park, he kowtowed the Buddha and said: I
want to seek the Dhamma. Oh, Lord, please
make me a monk.”

At dawn the Buddha made Yassa a
monk.
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Yassa’s father invited the Buddha and son to mneal

Yassa’s father, the rich man, arrived at
Migadavum Park as he was searching for
Yassa. When he saw the Buddha, he said:
“Lord, I am looking for my son, Yassa.”
The Buddha said: I have made your son
a monk,” and allowed him to see his son;

The rich man was greatly pleased to see
his son as a monk, and invited the Buddha
to a morning meal. He said: “Lord, please
come tomorrow morning with my son to my
house for the morning meal.”
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The Buddha’s sermon on Dana and Sila

On the following morning, the Buddha
and Yassa, the monk, went to the rich man’s
house and took their meal. At this alms-food
offering ceremony the Buddha said: <“Layman,
rich man, do you know that in this world
the goodis mixed with the evil ?”

The rich man said:“‘Lord, I don’t know.
Please tell us.” The Buddha said. ‘Layman,
rich man, the evil deeds are (1) killing, (2)
stealing, (3) adultery, (4) telling lies, (5)tak-
ing liquor and drugs. The one who refrains
from these deeds is the one who keeps the
Five Precepts (sila) and is innocent. -

“Dana means giving away one’s pro-
perty to others: Such charitable act is a gnod
deed,” the Buddha added.
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The Buddha sent out monks
for missionary work

The Buddha passed His first year (wah)
at the Migadawun Park. Then He assem-
bled sixty monks and sent them out to do
missionary work. the monks went away,
each going in one¢ direction, and  giving
discourses oi1 the Buddha’s sermons. In this
way, many people came to know the true
doctrine and entered the sasana. Thus the
Buddha’s teachings spread in a wide area.

Those who remained as laymen used to
live their lives faultlessly.
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The Buddha went to Kapilavastu on father’s
invitation

The aging King Suddhodana wanted to see
his son, so he sent Minister Kaludayi to the
Buddha. When he arrived at Veluvun Mo-
nastery in Rajagiri city, Kaludayi became a
monk, and told the Buddha about His father’s
invitation.

On the first waning day of the month of
Tabaung, when the weather was pleasant,
the Buddha travelled to Kapilavastu, with
twenty thousand monks following Him.
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The Buddha dispiayed supernatural powers

The Buddha’s relatives were very proud.
Nobody kowtowed the Buddha when He came

to see His father, the King.

Then the Buddha krew that He must show
His supernatural powers. So He went up the
sky, and, sitting in the air, let water and fire
emit from His bedy, with six rays flashing
from it, When His relatives, the princes of
the Sakya clan, saw this display, they came
to ‘have confidence in Him and clasped their
palms and kowtowed Him. The staff of the
royal court, tco, kowtowed the Buddha.
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Younger brother Prince MNanda made a monk

Prince Nanda accepted the position of the
king’s heir-apparent (uparaja) and celebrated
his wedding with Princess Janapada Kalayani.
The Buddha was iovited to the morning
meal at the wedding. On His return, the
Buddha asked the prince to take His alms-
bowl and follow Him.,

When they arrived at the Monastery,
Prince Nanda did not go back to the palace,
but he became a monk and stayed near the
Buddha.
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Son Rahula made a novice

While the Buddha was taking meal at His
father’s palace, His son, Rahula, came to Him
on Instruction by his mother, Yasodhara.
Rahula said to the Buddha: ‘‘Lord, I want
to become the king of the Universe when I
grow up. Please give me four large pots of
gold as legacy.”

After meal, and on getting back to the
Monastery, the Buddha made Rahula who
had come to ask for inheritance, a novice,
and named him Shin Rahula. In this way,
the Budda gave His [son the legacy of
Sasana,
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Gotami, step-mother and aunt, offered robes

The Buddha’s step-mother and aunt,
Gotami, who had nursed Him when He was
an infant, offered Him the robe which she
had made. The Buddha did not accept it.
He said: ““The Sanghas are those who have
to be spreading the sasana, Offer the robe
to the Sangha.”

Gotami offered the robe for the sangha.
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The Buddha preached for peace between
{two countries

Water in Rohani river running between
Kapilavastu and Koliya began to be low. So
there was a big fight between the two co-
untries in a dispute over water supply for
agricultural purposes. Word spread from the
citizens to the ruling kings, and as there
was about to be a war between the two
countries, the Buddha went there Himself
and advised the people of the two countries
to live in harmony, thus trving to prevent
a blood bath. The kings or both countries
became convinced. War was averted, and
peace prevailed.
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The Buddha preached the Mangala doctrine

When the Buddha was living in the rich
man Anathapin’s Jetavunna Monastery, a
deva visited Him one midnight.

The deva kowtowed the Buddha and said,
“Lord Buddha, human beings and devas
have been thinking for twelve years of the
doctrine which will be beneficial to them.
Kindly preach that doctrine”’

The Buddha said:*‘Deva, there are thirty-
eight kinds of blessings for devas and
human beings. Now, you listen and make
a note of them.” And the Buddha preached
the doctrine of the thirty-eight blessings,
called Mangala Practices. (Dhamma)
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The Buddha preached His former Mother
the doctrine of Abhidhamma

The Buddha’s mother, Queen Maya, had
died and became a deva in the celestizl
kingdom of Tavatimsa, enjoying the bless-
ings of a celestial life.

The Buddha went up to Tavatimsa to
preach His former mother the doctrine of
Abhidhamma by way of offering grati-
tude to His former mother. He preached
Abhidhamma for all the three months of
vassa (Buddhist lenten period). His sermon
seesions were attended by devas and
Brahmas. Many saw the light of the
Dhamma. The deva who was Queen Maya,
the Buddha’s mother, listened to the
sermon and became a sotapanna.
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‘The Buddha tamed Nandopananda Dragon

There was a celestial dragon, named Nan-
dopananda, who was enjoying life with his
followers in a great mansion on the great
Myinmo Mountain. The dragon wanted to
attack the Buddha, so he coiled his body
round the great Myinmo Mountain and
covered the top with his hood, and let off
dragon-steam from his mouth, -

Bu,&ﬂ«k\l

The Bubbha preached to the angry dragon
and tamed him. His anger subsided, and the
dragon kowtowed the Buddha, the Dhamma
and the Sangha.
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The Buddha tamed the foolish elephant,
Nalagiri

Devadatta wanted to attack the Buddha,
so he let loose elephant Nalagiri after
getting him drunk with much liquor. When
the foolish elephant rushed to the Buddha who
was coming with a following of His Sangha,
the Buddha sent metta (loving-kindness) to
the foolish elephant and tamed him.

The foolish elephant lost his desire to
kill the Buddha and became convinced in

the Dhamma, and so he kowtowed the
Buddha. '
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The Buddha tamed Alavaka, the celestial ogre

There was a celestial ogre by the name of
Alavaka who was living on a large banyan
tree near the city of Alavi., The king of
Alavi had to offer one boy a day as de-
manded by the ogre.

At last there were no boys to offer; only
the king’s young son had remained. So the
king sent his son to the ogre. On that day,
the Buddha preached to the cruel ogre who
had vainly attacked Him.

At last, the ogre understood the Buddha’s
teaching, and promised to Him that he
would never kill or e¢at human beings.
After giving that promise, the ogre kowtowed
the Buddha, the Dhamma and the Sangha.

Since then, the boys of Alavi were no
longer offered to the ogre, and so they
lived happily.
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The Buddha tamed bad man, Angulimala

There was a bad man, named Angulimala,
who used to cut off index fingers of the
travellers he had killed while they were
going through the large forest near the city
of Savutthi. On the day when Angulimala
had collected one finger short of one
thousand, he rushed toward his mother to
kill her as she was coming into the forest
to meet him.

The Buddha appeared before the bad man
Angulimala and preached to him not to kill
his mother. After Angulimala had listened
carefully to the Buddha’s preaching, he
threw away his sword and became a monk
at the foot of the Buddha.
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Mara requested the Buddha to pass on to
Nibbana

The Buddha who had been giving his
teachings to human beings, devas and brah-
mas for their good, had become old.

One day, Mara, the deva who had been
giving Him trouble since the day when the
Buddha, then Prince Siddhartha, renounced
the world, came¢ again to the Buddha, Mara
said: “Noble Gotama Buddha, your teachings

have spread all over the world. Kindly pass
on to Pari-nibbana.”’

The Buddha krew that He had become old
and considering what the former Buddhas
did, decided that He should pass on to
Nibbana. So He said; ‘““Oh, evil Mara, don’t
you be anxious about this. Three months

from today, I, Gotama Buddha, will pass
on to Pari-nibbana.”’
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The Buddha taught Dhamma to
Subadda Hermit

Three months later, the Buddha travelled
to the sal park of Kusinagara, while suf-
fering from hemorrhage.

At midnight, dermit Subadda who had been
seeking the Truth, came to see the Buddha.
The Buddha taught him the Dhamma while
suffering from the disease. The Hermit saw
the light of the Dhamma and became an
Arahanta in the Buddha’s presence.
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The Buddha’s last words to His disciples

After Subhadda had become sn Arahanta,
the Buddha asked ali His disciples, the
Sangha, to assemble. He then said: “Dis-
ciple Sangha, I will pass on to Pari-nibbana
before this day is out. Do not consider that
in future you will not have your Buddha to
teach the Dhamma and give you admonition.
I have left for you all my sermons in Sutta,
Vinaya and Abhidamma as My representa-
tives. In the scope of My teachings, the
three Pitakas, Sutta, Vinaya and Abhidhm-
ma_ will all together be your teacher.”
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The Passing of the Buddha on to Pari-nibbana

Gotama Buddha who had saved beings
(sattava) from the misery of numerous
re-births by teaching them the Dhamma,
passed on to Pari-nibbana in the sal park of
Kusinagara at the age of eighty, after having
spent fortyfive Lents.

Immediately after the passing of the
Buddha there occured a great earth-quake.
Human beings, devas and brahmas wept with
great emotion.

The day of the passing of the Buddha
was the full moon day of the month of
Kason in Great Era, one hundred and
forty-eight.
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Kings of various countries worshipped
Buddha’s relics

After ‘the passing of the Buddha, men,
devas and brahmas assembled and cremated
His remains. They all sadly paid Him their
last respects.

When thedremains of the Buddha were
burnt down, relics in the form of grains,
like pearls and gold nuggets, were left be-
hind. When the kings of various countries
requested for the relics to enshrine them
in a pagoda for worship in their countries,
brahmin Dona who was the teacher of the
kings divided the relics into eight heaps and
distributed them to the Kkings.
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